




ST liIBNSTOUN; 

OK, 

JOHN, EARL OF OOWBIE 


lall rinnvk aiui ty^rantf c«Me biit with the work! f 

CAM7IIBLI. 


IN I'll HE J-. VOLUMES. 

VOL. 1. 


EDI.\BURGH: 

J-KINTEU roil 

MACLACHLAN and STEWART, EDlNBfHv,. 
.\XI) B.ALDWIN, CRA0OCK, AND JOY, 
I.OXDOV. 


1823. 



£1>IKBI KUII : 


r HIM ID BY iAMKS KAM AM VS I AM, 



TO THE ISHABITAKTS 

OF PERTH, 

(rORMEELY ST JOHN8TOU»,) 

THIS TALE, 

or THE LAST EARL OF OOWEIE, 


IS DEDICATED. 




PREFATORY NOTICE 


TO THE 


READER. 


1K order to remove from your mind, 
most reK])ected Reader, any susj)icioii 
that the following story is the figment 
of Jiiy own brain, I hold it to he ne- 
<‘essary that I sliould make known to 
you the manner in which it came into 
my fmssession ; and which I purpose 
to accomplish in the easiest manner 
to myself, by pre.senting you with the 
copy of a letter lately written by me 
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to a particular friend ^ Mine upon 
this subject. But as it njust occupy 
a number of pages, and, of course, 
take up some consideraMe time in the 
perusal; and as I perfectly agree with 
the Prince of Novelists, that prefaces 
are seldom or never read, I shall at 
present defer giving the history of its 
discovery; and, availing mys('lf of the 
high example of some of my prede¬ 
cessors, reserve it to form the mate¬ 
rials of a concluding Address.—1 have 
been led to this determination by.my 
great anxiety that it should be read, 
in order to its being perfectly under¬ 
stood, that little more has been'dohe 
than to copy an old ]\rS., which pre¬ 
tends (with what j)robability let the 
reader judge for himself) to explain 
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one of the darkest and most mysteri¬ 
ous pages ^ the History of Scotland. 
But should any one doubt, after the 
faitliful acamnt given in the conclu¬ 
ding Letter, of the manner iu wliich 
the MS. was discovered, let him repair 
to the sj)ot there mentioned as the 
place of its concealment, when he will 
Ixi convinced of my veracity; that is to 
say, il'lu' has ingenuity enougli, by fol¬ 
lowing niy directions, to find out the 
aperture l)y which I entered. Yfet 
should be fail in the attempt, do not 
let him presumptuously judge by the 
erring rules of what he may tenn pro¬ 
bability, and venture to pronounce 
them the measure of possibihty, by af¬ 
firming that I have not spoken truth; 
but rather let him judge with can- 
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dour, and believe, that the materials 
of these volumes were found, as I 
have stated, in the before-mentioned 
Letter, which is a true copy of that 
written to my friend; premising only, 
that the names of persons I have had 
occasion to mention, are changed for 
those that are feigned ; and that in 
many of the leading incidents, I have 
added the traditions of the neighbour¬ 
hood to the account given in the an¬ 
cient MS.—^And now, kind Reader, I 
have only to express my hoj>e that 
you will be as much amused by the 
following pages, as is sincerely wish¬ 
ed by 

Your most obedient 
humble servant, 

Peregrine Rover. 


St'ptcmber S, 1828. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


Religious spite Hud pious spleen bred first 
Tlie quarrel which so loug the bigots nurst. 

Tate. 


From tlic year 1579, in which King 
James the Si.vth of Scotland assumed the 
reins of government, until the year 1600, 
the period at which our story commences, 
his conduct and views had been the sub¬ 
ject of anxious investigation to the Koman 
Pontiff, and all of the Catholic persimsion. 

The innovations, which at that time threat¬ 
ened the Roman Catholic religion with an- 
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nihilation, redoubled the and enter- 
prizing spirit of its professors. It was there¬ 
fore with the greatest satis&ction that they 
beheld James, who was bom of Popish pa¬ 
rents, choose for his counselors and favour¬ 
ites members of their Church, and they 
continued to view with pleasure his con¬ 
stant dissensions with the Presbyterian 
Kirk, and the reluctance with which he 
granted her demands; nor did they aban¬ 
don their hopes, when, in the year 1592, 
the Presbyterian church-government had 
risen to a degree of power greater than it 
had ever yet attained. In that year, the 
machinations of the Popish I^ords and the 
Earl of Bothwell, together with the King’s 
being suspected of having connived at the 
murder of the Earl of Murray, had render¬ 
ed his people extremely discontented ; and 
in order, by a popular act, to regain liis as¬ 
cendency, James publicly avowed his de¬ 
voted attachment to the Kirk of Scotland, 
and granted a repeal of many statutes ini¬ 
mical to her interests ; he also allowed the 
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authority of the General Assembly for call¬ 
ing meetings, whose acts should be consi¬ 
dered valid, without the presence or assent 
of the King. Yet these proceedings, which 
accorded so ill with his former indulgence to 
the Catholics, and his well-known high and 
unbounded ideas of his own prerogative, did 
not deceive those who were accustomed to 
penetrate deeper than the surface, and by 
such he was considered as still secretly at¬ 
tached to the Catholic religion. 

But, in the year 1600, the Catholics be¬ 
came confirmed in their belief of the King 
of Scotland’s intention to support their in¬ 
terests ; for at that time so great a revolu¬ 
tion* took place in the affairs of the Kirk, 
that the dominion of the King, in ecclesi¬ 
astical matters, Irccame absolute. He had 
restored the I’opish Lords to their forfe-ited 
estates and honours, and reinstated in the 
temporalities of his benefice Beaton, the 
Popish Archbishop of Glasgow, whom he 
had sent on an embassy to France. Lord 
Ilume was also despatched by him otj a se- 
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cret mission to the Pope, aod his Holiness 
had received a letter, signed by James, 
(either written by the King, or the contri¬ 
vance of his secretary,) whCTein he express¬ 
ed his great regard for the Pontiff, and his 
determination to consider the Catholics 
with favour, and soliciting him to make 
Drummond, Bishop of Vaison, who was by 
birth a Scotchman, a Cardinal, that the 
communication between the Holy See and 
Court of Scotland, might be more facilitated. 
At this time, likewise. Sir James Lindsey 
lyas employed to interest the English Pa- 
jiists in favour of James’s claim to the 
crown of England, as the advanced age of 
Elizabeth rendered it probable that* the 
time drev/ near, when her throne would be 
occupied by another. The prior claim of 
the Iving of Scotland directed all eyes to 
him as her successor; and, to strengthen 
James in his attachment to the Catholics, 
and stimulate him to remain steady to their 
interests, Pope Clement VIII. issued two 
briefs to the people of England, enjoining 
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them to unite in using all expedients to 
prevent any. monarch from ascending the 
throne of England on the death of Eliza¬ 
beth, who was not of the Catliolic religion, 
and who would not swear to maintain and 
defend it. All these circumstances com¬ 
bined, created the most extravagant hopes 
in tlie breasts of the Homan Catholics, and 
they already anticipated a complete triumph 
over Protestantism, both in Scotland and 
England. 

It was at this juncture that John, Earl 
of Cowrie, a Scotch nobleman of powerful 
influence, who had been absent from hi.s da¬ 
tive country for six years, was upon the eve 
of leturning to it. I le was the lineal de¬ 
scendant of the ancient house of liuthven, 
who were the earliest leaders, and most zeal¬ 
ous supporters of the Reformation, and he 
cherished the same sentiments in favour of 
Protestantism which had actuated liis fore¬ 
fathers, and which he had further strength¬ 
ened by a recent residence of three montl)8 
at Geneva, with the venerable Theodore 
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Beza, the colleague of Calvin, and one of 
the principal pillars of the reformed Church. 
This nobleman was son to William, Earl 
of Cowrie, who was beheaded at Stirling, 
during James’s minority, in the year 1584, 
and grandson to that Lord Ruthven, whose 
share in the death of David Rizzio is so 
well known. 

James had taken the utmost pains to 
conciliate this young man, who was pos¬ 
sessed of wealth and power superior to any 
other nobleman in Scotland, by bestowing 
many favours on him, and by writing to 
him with his own hand, after he left Scot¬ 
land to finish his education at the Univer- 
' sity of Padua, whicli proves that the Iving 
had been always desirous of securing the 
advantages likely to result from making a 
favourable impression on his mind, and ren¬ 
ders it juobable that his youth gave James 
hopes that he might, by loading him with 
benefits, attach him exclusively to himself 
and his interests. It was also probable, 
that, as the Earl received the favours of the 
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King with respect and gratitude, he did 
not bear resentment against his sovereign 
for the death of his father, but entirely at¬ 
tributed tliat event to the plots of his cne- 
ini> s. Hut, notwithstanding these proba¬ 
bilities, it may supposed that there were 
fears on the side of James and the Catho¬ 
lics, arising out of the general character of 
the Earl’s family for intrepidity and firm¬ 
ness, as well as staunch attachment to Pro¬ 
testantism ; nor, in that age, would there 
liave been any thing singular in his availing 
himself at some future period of his influ¬ 
ence, to revenge his father’s death; nor was 
it unlikely that he might prove a stumbling- 
block to the Romish Church, who beheld,* 
with a jealous eye, the communion he held 
with Reza, and the visit paid by him to the 
court of Elizabeth, on his way to Scotland, 
at the instigation of her ambassador, with 
whom he formed a friendship at Paris. Add 
to this, that they were not ignorant that 
his return to hi native land was hailed, by 
both English and Scottish Protestants, as 
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favourable to the reformed rdigion, and we 
may well suppose his actions were consider¬ 
ed of no small consequence, and were like¬ 
ly to be most sedulously wa^ed, and every 
means adopted to counteradi in them what¬ 
ever James, or the Catholic*, might imagine 
prejudicial to their interests; and the inter¬ 
ference of the Jesuits in the politics of 
Europe at that period being too notorious 
to admit of refutation, the Pope could not 
have selected a more appropriate agent to 
fill the office of spy at the court of Scotland, 
than the member of that fraternity who ap¬ 
pears in the following story,—chosen from 
that association, who owed their existence 
to a design formed by their founder, Igna¬ 
tius Loyala, of combating the enlightened 
Imthcr, and the truths which emanated 
from that divine Book of holy writ, by 
which he had withdrawn the Papal veil 
from the eyes of so great a part of the 
world, and which threatened the Romish 
tenets with total extirpation. It was the 
system of the Society of Jesus, that, where 
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the Church was concerned, the end sancti¬ 
fied tlie means employed for her welfare; 
and the fruits of this doctrine of expediency 
were, of course, when her supposed interests 
demanded it, treachery, treason, and assas¬ 
sination. This Society was subjected to few 
laws in common with other religious orders 
of their faith, that their services might be 
untrammelcd by any vows which could mi¬ 
litate against the entire devotion they swore 
to the mandates of their General, or Supe¬ 
rior. A regular account was kept, at all 
the seininarie.s established for the education 
of the intended members, of the disposi¬ 
tions, talents, and attainments, of the re¬ 
spective pupils, which, being regularly 
transmitted to the Superior, and a strict 
watch kept over them during the years of 
their probation, enabled him to choose with 
certainty, such instruments as were most fit 
for any service to which he might destine 
them. Their General was chosen for life, 
and possessed the most unbounded power. 
He alone nominated the officers employed 
A 2 
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in the government of the Society, whom he 
could remove at pleasure; in him was also 
vested the uncontrolled disposal of the im¬ 
mense revenues and incalculable riches of 
the order; and to his commands the mem¬ 
bers were not only sworn to render the 
strictest outward obedience, but to resign 
their wills and understandings. 

That these men were employed by the 
Pope to forward his views in every country 
in the world, and every court in Europe, we 
are assured by all historians who have writ¬ 
ten of the times in which tliey flourished. 

Having said thus much by way of ex¬ 
planation, it now remains for the enlight- 
eaed reader of the following story to judge 
how much credit he ought to attach to many 
of its leading incidents,—for which there is 
no other authority save tradition, and the 
foresaid ancient manuscript. 
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CHAPTER 11. 


Be as kind an Hostdm as you Imve been to me, and you can 
never fail of another husband. 

Dbyden. 


It wa.s abotit eight o’clock in the evening 
of a stormy day, near the end of the month 
of Fcbniary 1600, that a boat from a fo- 
reign galley, then lying in the Frith of 
Forth, put on .shore a male and fdinale 
jiassenger opposite to the little town of 
Musselburgh. The female, who was en¬ 
feebled by a long and tempestuous voyage, 
leaned for support on her companion, who 
appeared too much encumbered by some¬ 
thing he carried under his long and ample 
cloak, to render her any a.ssi stance. 

The night was extremely cold, and a 
boisterous north-wind impelled volumes of 
black clouds across the moon, which caused 
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the travellers, ever and anon, to be involved 
in darkness—but the distance was short, 
and they soon reached the town of Mussel¬ 
burgh, where, addressing the first person 
they encountered, they inquired for a house 
of public reception. The man whom they 
happened to accost, answered their question 
in that good-humoured tone of voice which 
carries with it assurance of a certain bene¬ 
volent good will, and which at once dissi¬ 
pates the fear of giving trouble. 

“ Follow me,” said he, “ and I’ll tak ye 
to the hostelry of Loretto; and I’ll be cau- 
tion' an’ ye were King James himsel’, ye 
might be content wi’ your lodging.—I ken 
the house weel, for I serve the mistress 
wi’ fish, and a sonsy woman is she, and 
weel deserving o’ the wale o’ my catching, 
for she is aye reasonable wi’ the price, and 
gi’es me a soup brandy-wine forby to warm 
my inside withal. But,” said he, making 
a sudden halt, “ I gang ou’r fast, I’m doubt¬ 
ing, for that neebour o’ yours, who seems un¬ 
co silly and canna weel keep up wi’ us; she 
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had better tak’ baud o’ me, and I’ll gang at 
mair leisure, for ye seem ou’r sair laden to 
help her yoursel’; but we have na far gait 
to gang at ony rate, and then she will be 
wcel seen till, for the Lady o’ Loretto is 
unco kind and civil till her guests.” 

“ The Lady of Loretto,” said the woman 
who had accepted his proffered service, and 
now leaned upon his arm, “ that title sounds 
strangely in my cars. I pray you, why is she 
so called ?” 

“ Because ye maun ken,” replied the 
fisherman, “ that the hostel of Loretto was 
once a part o’ the auld bigging that was 
sac meiklc thought o’ a while sync, when 
tfie deevil’s skipper, the Pope, guided the 
helm; but I’m thinking ye’ll be of my no¬ 
tion once ye win in, that it’s put to a wysser- 
like purpose now, than when it cuitlcd up a 
wheen lazy monks, at the expense o’ poor 
deluded creatures, who thought themselves 
weel repaid, (bless their doited souls!) whan 
the cursed auld hypocrites gied them some 
bit rotten timmer to glour at, that they call- 
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ed a piece of the true cross, or telled them 
the Lady o’ Loretto wad gar their sins be 
forgeen them: now, I say,” continued he, 
“ that o?rr T^ady o’ Loretto is wordye a 
thousand o’ her, for though she taks your 
money, she gi’es ye something better for it 
than leeing promises.” 

Toward the conclusion of this speech, 
which was uttered with much glee, the wo¬ 
man, with an involuntary shudder of hor¬ 
ror, withdrew her arm from her supporter, 
and inwardly ejaculated, “ Holy Mother of 
God, forgive me for having listened to this 
blasphemy!” and laying her hand on her 
fellow traveller, while tlie fisherman pro- 
•ceeded a few steps before, she said, in an 
under voice, 

“ Pray for me, my brother, lest I shrink 
from the arduous task appointed me in this 
land of reprobation.” 

“ Think not so meanly of yourself, as to 
dread that any sufferings you may sustain, 
holy mother,” replied her companion, “ can 
prevent your persevering in the blessed pur- 
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pose of saving a soul from the damning 
grasp of the heretics; and, trust me, the 
fears you have now expressed, are entirely 
occasioned by bodily weakness, which ever 
operates, in some degree, upon the mind.”^ 

“ I am, indeed,” said she, “ forespent 
with travel, and can hardly drag along my 
wearied limbs.” 

“Ye will ha’e nae need to trail them 
mcikle farther, for here we arc at the gate,” 
said the fishennan, as he pushed it open; 
and they perceived by the light of the moon, 
which now shone more clearly, that they 
stood before a building of an ancient and 
peculiar form, the stones of which were pro¬ 
fusely ornamented with carving. It had 
been erected some time after the original 
monastic pile, when the fame of this chapel, 
dedicated to our Lady of Loretto, had 
drawn to it numerous crowds of devotees, 
and had been appropriated to the use of such 
strangers as could not be accommodated in 
the town of Musselburgh; for inns were at 
that time thinly scattered in Scotland, and 



16 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


the tTciveller, whether bound on a journey 
of business or devotion, was received, and 
hospitably entertained, at the numerous re¬ 
ligious houses, which, from the magnificence 
of their architectme, and the cultivation of 
the lands appertaining to them, had, before 
the Reformation, enriched and beautified 
the aspect of the country. From the gate 
our travellera«ros8ed a court-yard surround¬ 
ed by a high wall, and entered the porch of 
the building, from whence they followed 
their guide into a kind of hall, the ceiling 
of which appeared to reach to the roof of the 
edifice, the upper chambers opening into a 
corridor or gallery, underneath which were 
•orrcEponding small apartments or cells, 
having each a door to the common hall, 
which, from its size, was capable of accom¬ 
modating many separate parties, or such 
large meetings as might be called together 
on public occasions. In the middle of this 
apartment, stood the mistress of the man¬ 
sion, giving orders to a damsel, who was 
leaning over the riul of the gallery to re- 
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ceive h* instructions. The jolly figure of 
our hostess, was clad in a kirtle of scarlet 
woollen cloth, of the brightest hue; and 
as fine cloths of that description were not 
then the manufacture of Scotland, but usu¬ 
ally imported-from France, and consequent¬ 
ly bore an extravagant price, this circum¬ 
stance, together with a massy silver chain, 
by which was suspended from her side a 
ponderous bunch of keys, instructed the be¬ 
holder that she possessed both wTalth,andan 
inclination to display it. Notwithstanding, 
however, this Lady of Loretto’s pomp of 
exterior, (which, perhaps, she might think 
it incumbent on her to exhibit, as successor 
to that splendidly attired lady whose repre* 
sentative she was, according to the desig¬ 
nation bestowed on her by her facetious 
neighbours;)—yet, was it far from her in¬ 
tention to intimate thereby, that she was 
in any measure above her business, for on 
all occasions she was a most active, and, as 
the fisherman said, a kind and obliging 
landlady, and fully aw'are, that her atten- 



18 


ST JOHKSTOUN. 


tion and civility to her guests had gained 
the good name her inn possessed, on which 
she piqued herself not a little, and it was 
her pride to continue a mode of conduct, by 
which she had not only acquired fame, but 
very considerable profit. ; 

On opening the door, our fisherman had 
advanced toward her with an obeisance, 
which possibly the recollection of the sto¬ 
machic tendency of her brandy, made some¬ 
what lower than it would otherwise have 
been. 

“ Weel, honest Nicol,” said she, as her 
go<>d-humoured eye glanced on the travel¬ 
lers beyond him, “ whac have ye brought 
*is here ?” 

“ Sooth, mistress, that wad fickle me 
to tell,” replied Nicol; “ but they are twa 
travellers I forgathered wi’ at the town end, 
as I was gaun doun to gi’e the boat a 
bit look for fear o’ this wind, and as they 
were spccring for a public, I e’en brought 
them here, and seeing ye help me to live, 
it was but my duty ye ken.” 
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“ Thanks to ye, Nicol,” said our land¬ 
lady ; “ tak an air of the fire tliis cauld 
night—And, Cicel,” said she, calling to 
one of her woraen-servants, “ gie Nicol 
I’artan a drap braudy-winc.” Then turn¬ 
ing to the strangers, she said, “ Will ye l)e 
pleased to sit near the fire ?” and she drew 
toward it a large high-backed chair, for the 
accommodation of the female traveller, who 
sunk into it, apparently half dead with cold 
and fatigue. 

“ Od save us!” said the fisherman, in an 
accent of astonishment, “ de’il the like o’ 
that ever I saw!—and the beast to siUsae 
canny a’ the time he was sac steiked up !” 

'These exclamations were called forth* 
when, throwing from his left ann a small 
leathern case, somewhat resembling the 
portmanteau of modern days, the stranger 
unbuttoned his large cloak, and disencum¬ 
bered his right hand, on which sat a white 
gyr-falcon, of extraordinary size and beauty. 
The bird shook her feathers, and raised her 
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wings, as if in joy of emancipation from 
confinement. 

“ Poor bird!” said her master, “ thou, 
too, hast suffered from thy voyage, as well 
as thy companions!—^but thou shalt have a 
perch whereon to peck and prune thyself, 
and thy supj)er to boot, before I take mine 
own.” And turning to his hostess, was about 
to request to be shewn to a sleeping-apart¬ 
ment, which he intended to share Avith his 
feathered friend, for whose comfort and safe¬ 
ty he appeared particularly solicitous, when 
the light falling on the face of his fellow- 
traveller, discovered to him the wanness of 
her features, the extreme languor of her eyes, 
^nd the difficulty with which she appeared 
tO'breatlie. 

“ You arc much indisposed indeed, my 
sister!’’ said he; “ suffer our landlady to 

lead you immediately to a place of repose,_ 

and,” continued he, addrcssing.his hostess, 
who was employed in unfastening the 
cloak and hood of his companion, while she 
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was wamly recommending the vivifying 
effects of a sack-posset, “ I beg my sis¬ 
ter may have the best accommodation this 
house affords, for which you shall be cheer¬ 
fully remunerated, nor shall you find me 
ungrateful for any attention you may have 
it in your power to bestow.” 

This request and assurance caused the 
Lady of Loretto to summon from their oc¬ 
cupations two strapping wenches, who were 
employed in household affairs at the lower 
end of the apartment, and who, with the 
assistance of their mistress, speedily convey¬ 
ed the person of the invalid to one o&the 
gallery chambers, where having deposit©! 
h*er in bed, administered the before-metv 
tioned sack-posset, and left her to that re¬ 
pose she so much required, our hostess de¬ 
scended to receive the commands of her 
other guest, not without some degree of 
curiosity concerning her newly-arrived in¬ 
mates, just as our friend Nicol, who still 
lingered over the fire, in order to discover 
something more satisfactory than he had 
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yet been able to learn respecting tfiose to 
whom be bad acted as land-pilgt, made an 
effort to extract information. 

“ Ye spake something anent being new 
come off a voyage, I think, sir,” said he, 
addressing the stranger ; “ I trow it could- 
na’ be in the bay yc landed, on sic a night 
as this ?” 

“It was, I suppose, in the bay,” replied the 
stranger, “ for it was very near to this place. 
I omsidered it more advisable, in the pre¬ 
sent state of my sister’s health, to lodge her 
in a small quiet town like this, than amidst 
thcjbustle of trade at Leith, or within the 
coniines of the city of Edinburgh, especially 
^ our stay may be of some continuance.’^ 

“ And where come ye from,” said our 
landlady,—for, being extremely communi¬ 
cative of her own affairs, she had no idea 
of reserve in others. 

The stranger answered this interrogatory 
with apparent readiness.—“ Wc come,” 
said he, “ from the Low Countries, where 
my sister was attendant on an honour- 
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able ladjT now deceased, and wlicrc I liave 
been engaged in busingg^ for some years; 
J)nt, being natives of Scotland, and ha¬ 
ying wherewithal to return to onr native 
country, and, moreover, being desirous of 
revisiting it, we took the o])portunity of a 
A’cssel sailing from the Toxel for Leith, 
and landing a few miles short of it, have, 
thanks to my good friend here, obtained 
what I foresee will prove a comfortable 
lodging.—But,” continued he, addressing 
himself to Nicol Partan, “ it is time you 
should receive somewhat more satisfactory 
for your civility, than unprofitable acknow- 
lodgments.” lie then drew from his pocket 
a pjjece of money, that from the way in 
which it was received, seemed amply to sa¬ 
tisfy the expectations of his guide, who, 
having no longer the shadow of a pretext 
for remaining, departed, as he again inform¬ 
ed them, to inspect the situation of his boat. 

The stranger’s first care was now to pro¬ 
vide a perch for his falcon, in the little 
matted chamber assigned him by his land- 



24 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


lady, being one of those which encered from 
the ground-floor of the common apartment; 
and his next, to take from ifs roost one of 
his landlady’s fowls, which having caused^ 
to be killed, he selected from it the proper 
morsels, and performed his promise of see¬ 
ing the bird feed before himself; and then 
returned to the room he had left, to seek 
refreshment from such provisions as were 
set before him, which he now and then 
washed down with a cup of Rhenish. 

He was a man apparently about forty- 
five years of age; yet five years might have 
been in reality subtracted, which were given 
to the lines of deep thought that marked a 
countenance somewhat severe, though fre¬ 
quently relieved from such expression, by 
a flexibility of features, capable of assuming, 
with surprising facility, the cast of counte¬ 
nance best suited to the purpose of the mo¬ 
ment, and which a pair of uncommonly 
brilliant and penetrating dark eyes, made 
rather handsome than otherwise. The con¬ 
tour of his head was striking, and the bold 
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outline gf liis features seemed to proclaim 
liim formed for entcrprizc. His person, 
though not tall, was above the middle size, 
and characterized by an active and vigorous 
appearance. I )uring his meal, his hastess 
ajrpcaring suddenly torc'collcct herself, call¬ 
ed one of tlie servants from a sort of scul¬ 
ler), attached to the room where she sat, 
and demanded of lier if his reverence’s fire 
was kindled. 

** You have then a clergyman an inmate 
here at ]irescnt ?” remarked the stranger. 

The I.ady of Loretto’s smile at this ques¬ 
tion betrayed much eon.sciousness of supe¬ 
riority, as she drew herself up, so as in some 
mbasurc to lengthen a neck which nature 
had made very short. 

“ ^S^icol did not tell you then, that my 
gudemau is a minister ? In sooth, I thought 
he wad hac mentioned it.” 

A slight expression of surprise crossed 
the countenance of her guest, and she con¬ 
tinued, “ Ay, sure enough, he is of that 
holy calling, and chaplain to the corpora- 

VOL. I. ‘ B 
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tion of fleshers in the City of Edinburgh; 
but, thank God!” she continued, with a 
look which savoured not of humility, “ he 
is nane o’ them puir bodies wha hang upon 
the trade to whilk they administer in spi¬ 
ritual things for a bite and a soup. Na, 
na; far frae that, sir, as ye may see, ha¬ 
ving a gude house over his head, which be¬ 
longs to himself,—that is, to me^' said she, 
correcting berself; “ for my first gudeman 
bought it frae the town, when they were 
about to ding it down, as they had done 
the rest o’ the auld biggings; and when 
he (Tied, he left a’ thing to me, as in sooth 
was his duty,—nathless, ye ken he might 
Bac done otherwise ; but weel did he kCn 
whatna bee it was that made the honey, 
for he never fashed wi’ the concern, but 
liked better to sit and crack with the cus¬ 
tomers, though he was nac drinker neither, 
only just took part of what was going.—So 
ye see, sir, as I was saying, a’ thing was 
left in my disposal—that is, failing my 
son : for we never had but ae bairn, and a 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 


27 


sair licart-brcak he was to his father and 
me l)aith, when he gacd off, and hired him¬ 
self, unkend to ns, to a young nobleman, 
wha Avas going into foreign parts, and was 
clean off the country afore we took sus¬ 
picion ; and though he was unco wild and 
unsettled, yet avc aye hoped he wad mend 
Avhen he got niair sense.” 

“ And have you never heard from him, 
or of him, since he left you?” inquired the 
stranger. 

“ "^'cs, \\e heard tell o’ him once, that 
he had left his master, the young Earl of 
CioAvrie; for Avhen the Earl’s brother, the 
Master o’ lluthvcn, returned, (for he came 
hamc a aaIuIc sync,and left theEarl abroad,) 
we speered at him concerning liaurence; 
and AVC Icamcd that his master kend nac- 
thing about him, seeing he had left his 
scrA'ice; so it’s likely,” she continued, “ that 
he is dead, or maybe, Avhat is waur, turned 
a Papist, and a vagabond; for it’s six years, 
come next August, since he gacd out o’ 
Scotland to the far-arva place, where the 
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Earl and the young Master were to get 
their learning; and he would he five-and- 
twenty years auld at this time, an he were 
living; for I was hut a lassie when I mar¬ 
ried liis father, honest Dugald Dalglcish ; 
but speaking about the puir ladie has ta’cn 
me off my stoiy.—Weel, when Dugald 
died, and I got nae word o’ my bairn, and 
was like to get nane, I took sair on, as yc 
may judge, and then it was that I fell in 
wi’ Maistcr Macsticket ; and tlie words 
that he spake were the hist thing that gied 
me ony comfort ; so frae ac tiling to ano¬ 
ther it gacd on, till what could I do better 
nor tak him, and gic him share o’ what I 
cared little for my lane ? and, I dare believe, 
he’s sensible cncugh o’ his mercies, thougli. 
ye ken, it mightna become him to be letting 
on about it, considering his holy calling, 
that makes it meet for him to stand afore 
the highest and the grandest in the land— 
but it’s waesome to sec the ministers of the 
trades that havena fallen sac weel in, gaun 
about just like a wheen beggars, wi’ nae- 
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tiling to .subsist upon, but the daily dinner 
tlie trades arc bound to gie tlicm.” 

The person to whom she addressed her¬ 
self was too intimately acquainted with the 
state of the Kirk of Scotland, since the pe¬ 
riod of the llefonnation, to ft»l much sur¬ 
prise at this extraordinary history of the 
degradation of its ministers; for when the 
Iloniish clergy, at the Reformation, were 
despoiled of their rich benefices, and the 
Scottish nobility got possession of the church 
revenues, they seemed determined to pre¬ 
vent the reformed pastors from emulating 
the luxurious habits of their Popish bre¬ 
thren, by withholding from them what must 
have been considered a barely decent maitl- 
ttnance; and, in this state of poverty, many 
of them were obliged to have recourse to 
trade; nor was it an- uncommon thing to 
find them keeping inns and taverns, and 
entering into the lowest employments, in 
order to support themselves and their fa¬ 
milies. These occupations were, however, 
soon prohibited by the kirk, and a more 
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respectable allowance made to the establish¬ 
ed clergy; but there still remained a class 
of preachers, officiating as chaplains to the 
incorporations of trades in Edinburgh, who 
were poorly provided, their salaries being 
so trifling, that they were not supposed 
adequate to supply them with sustenance; 
and the members of each corporation bound 
themselves “ to find the chaplain his meat, 
orderly, as he should come alternately about 
to them.” 

Thus, there was nothing very surprising 
in the Ilev. Mr Macsticket’s accepting the 
sheltft: of a good house, which lie might 
call his own, though otherwise denominated 
an hostel; nor was it strange, that having 
done so, and by no means disliking good eat¬ 
ing, he should prefer partaking of the deli¬ 
cacies prepared for the guests at home, to 
the frugal and coarse fare commonly set be¬ 
fore the men who were supplied with a din¬ 
ner for God’s sake. 

Our hostess had now mounted her hobby, 
and might have proceeded at full speed 
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without interruption, to set forth the addi¬ 
tional consequence which her husband and 
herself derived from each other,—his ari¬ 
sing from tlic advantage of sharing her 
riches—and hers from being raised to the 
rank of his reverence’s wife,—-had not the 
loud knocking of some one at the outward 
gate, whom she pronounced to be her hus¬ 
band, sent her, after some ineffectual call¬ 
ing, to shake up a boy who had fallen asleep 
on a bench in the back ground; whom ha¬ 
ving dispatched to take his master’s horse, 
(the said horse not being, by the by, one 
of the least indulgences acquired by a mar¬ 
riage with the relict of Dugald Dalgleish,) 
she caught up an iron lamp, and shnditig 
its light with her hand, stood awaiting him 
with the door lialf open. 

Our traveller felt a considerable degree 
of curiosity to see this priestly host, in whom 
such heterogeneous characters were combi¬ 
ned, which was presently gratified by the 
appearance of a fair, j)ortly-looking man, 
whose well-nurtured person might, without 
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disparagement, have vied with any mitred 
abbot of lioly mother church. -His figure 
was tall and inflexibly erect, which, by 
making the line of a somewhat long back 
curve inwards, added to the semicircle of 
the opposite protuberance. IIis naturally 
good-humoured features, long bound up iu 
assumed formality, had unavoidably acqui¬ 
red an expression tinctured with hypocrisy; 
which sinister appearance, however, was 
much owing to the prejudices of the times, 
which rendered it necessary in the eyes of 
the multitude, that the virtues their pastors 
so ri^dly inculcated, should be personified, 
as it were, in their own persons ; and a 
gfavc and solemn set of features thus be¬ 
came as necessary an appendage to a Pres¬ 
byterian clergyman, as his Geneva cloak 
and band. Notwithstanding, however, the 
acquired solemnity of mine host’s counte¬ 
nance, it was impossible to look long upon 
him, without the secret conviction, that na¬ 
ture bad foreseen that he was one day to 
become master of an hostel, and that mere- 
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ly through some extraordinary mistake, an 
occupation' so diametrically opposite had 
been assigned him. The truth was, that 
his father, an industrious butcher and zeal¬ 
ous follower of John Knox, and the other 
popular preachers of his day, mistaking in 
his son, for inspiration, what was only the 
effect of a most tenacious memory, that ever 
had at command any passage of Scripture, 
bestowed on him as much learning as his 
cireumscribed finances would admit, and 
thought himself amply repaid, when, in 
process of time, he had the supreme felicity 
of hearing him utter text after text, which 
he strung like beads on one another, like 
55ancho I’anza’s proverbs, for the edificatifln 
of the worsliipful corporation of fleshers. 
Yet, in the dawn of a new religion, when 
the Bible had been comparatively so short 
a time in the hands of the laity, and when, 
although in their possession, they were so 
illiterate as to be unable to read it, his 
faithful repetition of its sacred sentences 
was heard with eagerness and advantage, 
n -Z 
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Such, then, was Master Macsticket, who, 
on entering the house, seemed to be direct¬ 
ing his course across the liall, towards a 
door on the opposite side, but, happening 
to turn his bead in the direction of the 
blazing fire, and perceiving its vicinity un¬ 
occupied except by one person, he changed 
what had apparently been his first inten¬ 
tion, and approached it. “ Ay,” said his 
wife, as she took from bis shoulders bis ri¬ 
ding-cloak, and shook from its folds the 
sleet which a tempestuous shower had 
lodged there, “ I thought ye wad settle 
yours6l at this fire to-night, seeing we have 
so little company in the house, for there is 
oflly just this gentlcnuin and his sister, who 
is sair done out, poor woman, and awa to 

bed a while sync, and-” 

“ AVccl, wcel,” replied her spouse, sorac- 
4vhat impatiently, “ ye had more need, I 
trow, to set some vivers before me, than to 
let your tongue run sac glib ; for though ye 
may weel suppose that 1 ha’na wanted my 
supper till ten hours at night, yet my jour- 
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ney makcth my stomach to crave somewhat 
to cat befare going to rest. For I hold it a 
truly wise text of our Holy Scripture, sir,” 
said he, ^addressing the stranger, “ wliich 
saith, ‘ It is a good and comely thing that 
a man should oat and drink, and enjoy the 
fruit of all his labours that he taketh under 
the sun.’ ” 

^Vhile he was thus employed in giving a 
scriptural reason for eating two suppers, his 
wife was preparing to set the second one 
before him. To which, after a long grace, 
he applied himself so earnestly, that one 
might have supposed, but for his own con¬ 
fession, that he bad not seen provisions 
'since morning. lie spoke not again till, 
having finished his late meal, he desired 
his wife to produce some Malmsey, in praise 
of which he again addressed his guest, ur¬ 
ging him strongly to partake of it; nor was 
it refused, for the traveller, wishing to draw 
him into conversation, readily accepted his 
invitation, and meantime requesting his 
hostess to look in upon his sister, he had 
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presently the satisfaction of learnijig that 
she was in a sound and comfortable sleep. 

“ Ah!” said the Lady of Loretto, “ there 
is nothing like a weel-made sack-posset 
for comforting the stomach, and making 
ane sleep sound.” She was again proceed¬ 
ing to narrate, for the information of her 
husband, all she had been told by the stran¬ 
ger with regard to himself and his compa¬ 
nion, when she was a second time checked 
into silence. 

“ Weel, woman, weel. I’ll warrant our 
guest can tell his aiu talc, sae ye may gang 
your ways to bed, and leave us to our soup 
wine and our ain cracks.” 

Our hostess understood her duty too well 
to require a second bidding, or to utter a 
syllabic more. As she disappeared, the 
stranger smiled, “ You keep good order 
in your house, I sec,” said he. 

“ Ay,” replied his host, “ we put bits 
in the horses’ mouths that they may obey 
u^ and we turn about their whole bodies ; 
and in like manner must the women be 
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guided, ,or how shall the Scripture be 
fulfilled, ‘vWomen, submit yourselves to 
your husbands ‘ for the tongue is an 
unruly member.’ ‘ And as the climbing of 
a sandy way to the feet of the aged, so is a 
wife full of words to a quiet man.’ There¬ 
fore, sir, I make it a rule that I shall have 
peace in mine own house; and you see I 
am middling well obeyed;—but, sooth to 
speak, she is not an ill woman, and noway 
given to brangle, but, like all her sex, some- 
w'hat fond of prating.—And now, what 
think you of the M.almsey ?” 

The stranger gave all due commendation 
to the wine, which was really excellent. 

“ Ay,” continued his host, with a relish¬ 
ing smack of his lips as he set down the 
cup, “ ye will not find better in Scotland ; 
but our King, God bless him, hath thought 
it convenient to lay a tax of twal pence the 
pint upon all our wines at this present; and I 
have ordere<l the gudewife not to resist pay¬ 
ment, as some fools have done, and gotten 
themselves put to the horn for their trouble. 
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Natliless, the like o’ this impost w;is never 
heard tell of before ; but it serves nothing 
to resist authority, and we must ‘ render 
unto Cassar the things that be Caesar’s; 
tribute to whom tribute is due for I make 
it a rule aye to obey the proclamations iii all 
temporal things, that I may set a good ex¬ 
ample, as it is meet I should do, consider¬ 
ing my calling; but,” continued he, “ I am 
supposing ye ken, sir, of niy holy office ?” 

Being satisfied on this important point, 
he replied, with a chuckle of sclf-compla- 
cency,—“Ou ay! the gudewife never leaves 
ony bbdylong ignorant of that, who comes 
to this house.—But, by the by,” said he, 
“ *8110 did not tell me your name, or, if sht 
did, it hath slipped my memory 

“ I believe she did not,” said the stran¬ 
ger, “ for I do not recollect mentioning it 
to her;—^my name is Francis Austin.” 

He then proceeded to give the same ac¬ 
count of himself and bis female comjianiou, 
which he had before related to his hostess, 
with this addition, that having become pos- 
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scsscd o^a falcon, whose peculiar kind, rare 
beauty, anil excellent training, made her 
an acquisition not to be undervalued by a 
prince; and hearing that the sovereign of 
his native country was passionately fond of 
hawking, lie had determined that she should 
become his property. 

“ And what method do ye puqmsc taking 
to present her to his Majesty ?” demanded 
his host, with a look of sly intelligence. 

“ I have still tliat to think of,” replied 
Austin, “ althougli I do not apprehend any 
great diiTiculty ; for I have always seen a 
change of jiropcrty pretty easily effceted, 
where one man is anxious to possess what 
itnothcr is desirous he should have, what¬ 
ever may he the difference in the rank of 
the individuals. My best plan will, I be¬ 
lieve, be, to ajiply to some one who can 
mention tlie circumstance to his Majesty ; 
or, if I cannot find such a person, hi^ IMa- 
jesty hatli a sharp eye for a good bird, and I 
have but to place myaelf somewhere in his 
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view, with my hawk upon my fisf, and he 
will be sure to notice her.” 

“ No need, no need,” said liis host, speak¬ 
ing eagerly; “ for, now mark me. Master- 
Austin, there is somewhat extraordinary in 
this, that you should be led blindfold, as 
your ain bird when she’s hooded, to the very 
person who can serve you in this matter,— 
for I am that man,—and I’ll tak ye to-mor¬ 
row, an ye like, to one of the King’s fal¬ 
coners—ay, and to him that his Majesty 
hath more conceit of than any of them all, 
and one that, as the bruit goes, can gang 
further ben whiles than some of the nobles; 
for his Majesty is, as a man may say, a 
sylvan prince, and loves his hawks and his 
hounds better than any thing,—except, I 
trow, the Kirk o’ Scotland.” 

The latter sentence of this speech was 
delivered with a sort of leer at the stranger, 
implying a covert meaning, which he was at 
no loss to translate, but of which he took 
1M> notice; and he went on—“ Now, ye see. 
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Heronshw the falconer is something of a 
friend to tli^ gudewife by her first husband, 
and has always been gay ceevil to me since 
I married the widow, though he is but a 
thrawn sort o’ carle ;—ne’er mind, he loves 
u good hawk, and, I’ll be caution, will be 
fain to get baud of yours ; and, as I was 
saying, an ye ha\ c no objection, w'c’ll wend 
our wa)^ to the I’alace of Holyrood to-nior- 
row,—but ye’ll no tak the hawk till ye sec 
what he says, for I dinna just like to travel 
in company with her, seeing it’s not seemly 
for one of iny calling to fash his head with 
wood-craft.” 

It was therefore agreed that the falcon 
sliould be left in the hostel until the stran¬ 
ger should be introduced to the falconer ; 
and they separated for the night. 
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CHAPTER III. 


If you will work upon any man, you must know his nature, 
and so lead him; or his weaknesses andjlisiidvantagcs, and 
so awe him. 

BacO>j. 


EARi.y next morning our traveller sought 
the apartment of hi s fern al e compan ion, wliom 
he found considerably restored by the repose 
she had enjoyed, and the virtues of her land¬ 
lady’s sack-posset. He informed her of what 
had passed between his host and himself on 
the preceding night, and that, in conse¬ 
quence of his offer to introduce him to the 
kinsman of his wife, lie should that morn¬ 
ing accompany him to Ilolyrood.—“ And 
from the moment,” said he, lowering his 
voice, and bending his head towards the 
bed, “ I get a footing there, you may anti- 
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cipatc a favourable result to your uiulerta- 
king.” 

“ JMay tlie Holy Virgin speedily grant 
thee success,” replied she, in the same un¬ 
der-tone, “ that 1 may be enabled to depart 
from this accursed country, the cry of whose 
ofTenccs is even now ascending uji tuito 
Heaven !—But when dost thou purpose to 
seek leather Leonard ?—incthiuks that holy 
man’s prayers and counsel will avail U8 
much.” 

“ Innnodiatcly,” returned he; “ as soon 
as I can lind an o])))ortunity of shaking off 
my liost, wlio is to be ]ny companion to the 
city, I shall proceed to search for the father, 
adcording to the direction I have obtained.” 

“ Cio then, my brother,” she replied, 
“and may the blessing of the faithful, and of 
the outraged Churcli, go with thee!—Ishall 
keep mine apartment, on the pica of indis¬ 
position, till it is expedient for me to leave 
it, avoiding, as mucli as possible, all inter¬ 
course with these imj)ious heretics.” 

Tfic traveller now descended to the com- 
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mon hall, where having partaken of the 
morning repast, and done ani]iio justice to 
the cheer set before him, in which he was 
ably assisted by his reverend host, they set 
forward together to prosecute their journey 
toward Edinburgh, which, as they were 
both on foot, and his reverence’s pedestrian 
powers being none of the most active, occu¬ 
pied a considerable portion of the morning, 
and it was not till about two hours before 
noon, that they arrived at the I’alace of 
Holyrood, where, keeping to the soutli side 
of the building, they made their way into 
a small coiui, surrounded by dog-kennels 
and liawk-mews. Before one of the latter 
stood two men, with their backs to our tra¬ 
veller and his guide,—they were apparent¬ 
ly in liigh dispute, for they were both talk¬ 
ing loudly, and at the same time. 

“ I’ll be curst, then,” said the man who, 
by his figure and grey hairs, seemed the 
elder, “ if that sacre I was sent all the way 
to St Ebba’s to fetch is worth a bodle!—I 
would mak mair of a glcid, an I had the 
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reclaiiiiing^of him,—the dccvil himsclcanna 
cure her o’ mkiiig out.—But if wc diuna get 
other guess-trainers to the hawks, his Ma¬ 
jesty’s sport will dwine. I’ll tell yc tliat; for 
I am waxing up in years, and canna do what 
1 have done; and, what’s inair, I canna keep 
a’ right here and at Falkland baith; and 
while I’a c been there, this falcon bath gane 
to ruin, because an idle varlet like you cauna 
be fash'd to mind her as she should be 
minded !—But the de’il be my speed if I 
dinna seek sonic better help soon !” 

At this threat the younger man turned 
sullenly away, muttering somewhat^ in 
which cankered carles, and conceited old 
fodls, who thought nobody so wise as them¬ 
selves, had their share of commendation. 
This abuse, however, was lost upon the old 
man, who, in endeavouring to hear what he 
was saying, turned round, and perceived 
bis clerical friend and the stranger he had 
come to introduce, the former of whom, 
laying his band on the old falconer’s shoul¬ 
der, thus commenced his attack in &voar 
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of his companion, having just arrjvecl, as he 
thought, in the nick of time 

“ Thou art complaining of bad falconers 
and careless tenders, as 1 apprehend, mine 
old friend,” said he; “ now, what sliall be 
my guerdon, if I tell thee of a falcon, the 
like of which ye never saw ?” 

“ Ha, ha!—and where, I pray you, 
perches the bird sic as I never saw ?— 
and who is he that tells me so ?” said he, 
eyeing the boaster from head to foot, with 
a settled look of contempt;—“ a proper 
judge, I ween, of the. properties of a hawk! 
Na, na ! ye needna tliink to fool liim that 
gait, that’s seen the King o’ Denmark’s 
mews, and the wale o’ Norway hawks. Bilt, 
an ye like, Maister Macsticket, where is 
this rara avis, as his INIajcsty wad ca’ it ?” 

“ Why, that,” said his kinsman, “ I came 
here to tell ye.—TJiis honest man whom 
thou beholdest is her owner, and the bird 
herself is now in my house at Mussel¬ 
burgh, where thou mayest see her.” 

“ Hooly, hooly, good neighbour I”* said 
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the old man, in a moody tone; “ can the 
man no Ijrfkg her here ?—for, truly, I have 
travel enough, without going yont to jMus* 
sclburgh, and, mayliap, on a gowk’s errand, 
after all, an he have nac mair skccl o’ a 
hawk than yc hac. I canna forget j'our 
speaking to me in that fashioti anent w'hat 
yc ken nacthing about—^me, that gaed all 
the wav to Denmark wi’ the King, when 
we brought bamc tlie Queen, and saw the 
wale o’ hawks, frac the eagle to the mer¬ 
lin.” 

“ Nay,” said his reverence, becoming 
somewhat offended in liis turn, “ Ijjulecd 
know little of hawks, and care less; it would 
ill •become me to be fashing my head with 
hawks and hounds, dogs and horses, and 
siclike vanities; but 1 thought to do you a 
pleasure by bringing to you this honest 
man, who seems to understand the craft as 
well as yourself; but if ye dinna want the 
bird, why, nac mair about it—there’s nac 
ill in all that's come and gane yet.” 

The stranger, who began to feel alarmed 
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priatcd to the attendants on liofsc, hound, 
and hawk. 

“ Now ye maun turn to the right, and 
enter the first door ye find, and tarry ye 
there till I come.” 

So saying, he took his way through a 
difiPcrcnt avenue, and they, following liis 
directions, found themselves in a comfort¬ 
able small room, garnished in sundry parts 
with the emblems of the owner’s office,— 
jesses, bewits, leashes, and lioods, lianging 
from nails driven into the walls, adorned 
the sanctum sanctorum of his Majesty's 
falconer. They had remained in this apart¬ 
ment nearly half an hour, when the stran¬ 
ger, observing a Iniwk’s hood of a peculiar 
construction, took it from the hook on which 
it was suspended, .md partly from curiosity, 
partly from a wish to avoid any further 
conversation with his conductor, continued 
to examine it, until the return of the fal¬ 
coner. 

i‘ Weel,” said the old man, as he return¬ 
ed, “ I have seen his IMajesty, and he will 
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be pleased to look upon that same bird of 
yours at ci^lit hours to-morrow morning; 
but I rede ye tak tent that she comes up 
to your report, or mak us quit o’ you, while 
you’re in a hale skin, for the King’s patience 
gangs into sina' Iwuk when he’s disappoint¬ 
ed ; and ye see he’s unco keen about her, 
because she's white, and we never had a 
clean white ane before, nor indeed, for that 
matter, was there a single white ane in the 
King o’ Denmark’s mews when I was aw'a’ 
wi’ liis Majesty; so, an she be but as weel 
trained as ye say, there’s little douht o’ em¬ 
ployment for lier and you baith.” 

The stranger, during tliis speech of Hc- 
ronsJiaw’s, felt the most unbounded joy, of 
which he, however, allow ed no more to pass 
into Ids countenance than what beseemed 
the occasion.—lie still held the hood in his 
hand, which the eld man perceiving,— 

“ See ye any tldng strange,” said he, 
“ about that hood, that ye examine it sac 
narrowly ?” 

“ Certainly, ’ replied the stranger, " I 
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see a groat improvement on tlic common 
fashionat the same time, hc/pointed out 
what he deemed its advantages, and praised 
the ingenuity of the contrivance. This ap¬ 
peared highly to delight the old falconer, 
for, turning to his kinsman,— 

“ See what it is now,” saitl lie, “ to have 
been abroad, and to have seen something 
o’ guid sport, and to ken somewhat o’ the 
training o’ hawks; I could never mak the 
gomcrils here, understand the beauty o’ llie 
alteration I made in the running o’ thae 
strings.” 

“ /ind now,” said mine liost, *• tliat ye 
seem to have gotten over that contrarious 
humotir o’ thine, I wish, if it be convcii’cnt, 
ye would give me a draught of somewhat 
to slake my thirst; for, with all due reve¬ 
rence to the holy text be it spoken, ‘ I pant 
even as the hart for the water brooks ;’ yet,” 
continued he, “ ye need not tak me entire¬ 
ly in the literal sense, for, although water 
be a wholesome beverage, and a most use¬ 
ful liquid, seeing it formeth a component 
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part of inanv excollont liquors ; yet I appre- 
)icii<l. that in tills cold weather, and espe¬ 
cially after a Ions; walk, that wherein there 
is more strenetth tondeth more to the com- 
fortiiiij of the stomach.” 

“ Say no more, man, say no more,” said 
1 Icronshaw; “ when heard ye o’ an auld fal¬ 
coner’s drink ill" the pure element, or recom- 
memliii" it to his friends?—and sure the 
"uid stark wine is not so scarce wi’ his Ma¬ 
jesty’s knaves, that we need be grudging a 
soup o’ it to our cummers.—-But, to say 
sooth, I have scarce gotten ower the brangle 
I had wi’ that careless lout ye founcjjmc 
wi’—a murrain take him ! But sit ye 
down, and ye shall neither want guid meat 
nor guid drink to synd it down withal.” 

Being ahout the customary hour of din¬ 
ner-time with his guests, they made no ob¬ 
jection to partake of that meal with him ; 
which, having discussed, and being about 
to take their leave of the old man, he again 
charged the stranger to be punctual in his 
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attendance on the following morning—an 
admonition there was small ch^ince of his 
disregarding. 

On leaving the palace, the stranger ex¬ 
pressed a wish to visit the city, and was 
conducted through the principal streets by 
Macsticket, in passing along which, he oc¬ 
casionally remarked to his companion the 
changes which had taken place during the 
years he had been abroad, (not having seen 
it for seventeen years, when he had paid it a 
visit,) and proposed ascending the Castle- 
Hill, that he might become better acquaint- 
edTi’-kh.its extension ; his companion, how¬ 
ever, strongly objected to this additional 
fatigue in his own person, and promised to 
wait for him till he should have satisfied 
his curiosity, at the house of an acquaint¬ 
ance, who lived in the suburbs of the town, 
on the road to Musselburgh, and where he 
gave him a direction to find him. This re¬ 
fusal of his host to accompany him in his 
extended walk had been foreseen by the 
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stranger, from sundry puffings and blow¬ 
ings, joined to licavy complaints of tlie toil- 
M)mc distance between Mussclburgli and 
tlic city; tlic proposal of ascending tlic hill, 
tlicrefore, suggested itself to him as a pro¬ 
bable means of leaving him at liberty to 
prosecute liis search for the person men¬ 
tioned by bis female companion in the be* 
ginning of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Ko holy priest in the temple stands, 

No incense from the altars riNC ; 

For tlic church hath lost her pood broad laiuls, 

And tlie holy priest in exile dies. 

OW /M/ud. 


The stranger, availing himself instantly 
of ^is separation from his companion, turn¬ 
ed with" a swift step to seek the wyiul, to 
which the direction he liad received led him; 
and, after some search, dived into its dark 
and narrow confines, where, on iiujuiring 
for William Elcining, he was asked by a 
little ragged boy, if it was the gaberluuzic 
man he speered after, and on answering in 
the affirmative, W’as conducted np a wretch¬ 
ed stair, where, upon knocking at a door, 
it was presently opened by an aged man. 
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whose tall aiul somewhat bending figure 
was wrapped in a tunic of coarse grey cloth, 
garni-slicd in many places with patches, 
which in colour appeared to match but in- 
diircrcntly with the threadbare garment, 
llib white hairs were nearly concealed by a 
blue bonnet, of the shape still worn by 
many old men in Scotland. His face was 
pale, and on each feature were marked alike 
the traces of sorrow' and resignation; his 
eyes alone ap))careil untouched by the lead¬ 
en h.'uul of time, as if in reverence of the 
divinity which seemed reflected through 
them. He was about to inquire the busi¬ 
ness of his sisitor, when tl;c latter abruptly 
entering, shut the door, and secured it with 
its wooden holt. 'I'he old man, stepping a 
few paces hack, exelainicd, “ Explain what 
thou meanest, stranger, by this sudden in¬ 
trusion ?” 

“ 1 eauiiot he mistaken,” said Austin, 
looking earnestly at him ; “ for though we 
have never before met, you arc well known to 
many tvith whom I have associated, and { 
f 2 
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may venture to affirm, that it is with Father 
Leonard that I now hold communion.” 

“ And who hath informed ye that I am 
other than I seem ?” returned the old man; 
“ and were that the case, w'hat would yc 
with one, over whom now hangs the sen¬ 
tence of the law, and with whom it were 
dangerous to consort ?” 

“ Fear not, father,” said the stranger, 
“no betrayer of the true faith now addresses 
yon, but a zealous member of the Society of 
JT^us, who is charged by our General to de¬ 
liver this packet to you, with his spiritual 
benediction, and hearty commendation.” 

So saying, he took a paper from the 
breast of his doublet, and presented it to 
Father Ijconard, which the father having 
opened and looked on, exclaimed, “ It is the 
signature of the holy Vicegerent of God him¬ 
self, which I hold in my hand!” And having 
devoutly crossed himself, he proceeded to 
read the scroll, being a brief or circular let¬ 
ter, signed by his Holiness the Pope, com¬ 
manding all true Catholics to aid and as- 
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sist the bearer, Father Patullo, a/das Francis 
Austin, to the best of their abilities, in 
whatever manner he might retjuire, for 
the advancement and establishment of the 
Catholic faith, under pain of excommuni¬ 
cation. The old man folded and returned 
the paper again to the Jesuit. 

“ .(Vnd what, brother, is required of me 
by holy mother church ? Would to God!” 
said he, clasping his withered hands, mid 
looking upward with the saint-like expr«i- 
sion of a martyr,—“ Would to God that the 
shedding of tlic blood which notv creeps he«» 
vily along these veins, could avail fw, her ad¬ 
vancement ! but, alas ! what can a wretched 
fecl>lc being like me accomplish ?" 

“ Much, holy father,” replied the Jesuit, 
“ much may be expected from your pray¬ 
ers, your advice, and your performance in 
secret of the holy rites of our religion; and 
it is in these alone I shall require your as¬ 
sistance.” 

“ And behold by these tokens,” said the 
old min, directing the attention of the Je- 
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suit, (for so wc shall now call him,) to his 
garments, and the wretched apartment, 
“ that I have not shrunk from these im¬ 
portant duties in a deluded land; and I 
blessGod, that my feeble services have com¬ 
forted many, and that many have, at my 
hands, received that sacred rite, by which 
their souls have passed, purged from the 
dross of this world, to the joys of a better ; 
for there is still a remnant of the faitliful 
remaining in this erring city, to whose 
houses I gain admittance, under the pretext 
of receiving alms, and thus have 1 now li¬ 
ved jbr upwards of thirty years witliout dis¬ 
covery, and am content to live, for the short 
space which may be yet allotted me,—-no 
longer, indeed, respected by the people, and 
the confessor of Queens,—no longer admi¬ 
nistering the holy sacraments under the 
sainted roof of St Anthony, but a poor, 
proscribed, despised, and solitary old man; 
yet in this, richer and happier than King 
James upon his throne,—that 1 have not. 
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like him, forsaken and trampled upon the 
religion in wliich I was baptised.” 

” Yet,” said the Jesuit, “ there arc many 
who think better times await us here, and 
that the King is at heart no heretic.” 

“ Ah ! believe it not, my son,” returned 
Father l.eoiiard; “ the Catholics will never 
be tlio better of James, unless they arc first 
favoured by some other cause; he may then 
indernl profess again the faith from which 
he hath dej)artal; for his weak nature is 
ever led l)y those who surround him, and he 
was born to be moulded by circumstance: 
but tell me not that there is faith <ir man¬ 
hood in liim, who saw his injured mother 
fall beneath the axe of that perfidious wo¬ 
man, F.lizabeth of I'ingland, and struck not 
one blow to save or to avenge her.” A 
faint glow of indignation passed over his 
pallid eheek, and he continued,—“ Dege¬ 
nerated. indeed, is he from the noble spirit 
of his sainted mother, who thus can truckle 
to her murderer.” 

” But, father,” said the Jesuit, “ you 
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gnrely forget that open violence could never 
have succeeded against a power so superior 
as that of England, and that, by a rupture 
wiA its Queen, he would probably have 
lost all chance of succeeding her.” 

“ Tnie,” said the father, with a smile of 
contempt, “ these are worldly reasons; but 
when, I pray you, tarried a noble heart to 
weigh the niceties of loss and gain, when 
outraged and insulted in the sacred person 
of a parent ? But, in forsaking the holy 
faith of his ancestors, all nobleness and va¬ 
lour have forsaken him ; yet, God forgive 
me!” said he, bowing his head with lowly 
humility, “ it is unto thee, Omnipotent Fa¬ 
ther, that vengeance bclongcth, and thou 
wilt repay it.—But thou liast not yet 
unfolded to me, my son, the way in which 
thou dost purpose to c.xtcnd my usefulness; 
speak then, for thou shalt find me willing, 
even to the death.” 

“ It shall be told thee,” said the Jesuit, 
“ in a few words.—Thou mayest perhaps re¬ 
member two daughters of the Lord Osborne, 
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at the court of thy last royal mistress, the el¬ 
der of whom became professed in theConvent 
of thcUrsulincs at Home, of which house she 
is now Superior; and the younger married 
the heretical I^rd Somerdale, and is lately 
dead, but who has left an only daughter, of 
whom I would speak.” 

“ She is, indeed, dead,” said the father, 
“ and left, as thou sayest, a daughter. I 
myself administered the last consolations 
of religion to the lady Somerdale, as I be¬ 
think me, some fourteen months gone by; 
much had she suffered, as the meet recom¬ 
pense of her error, in choosing for her hus¬ 
band one excluded from tlie pale of our 
church. But her repentance was sincere, 
and her faith unwavering; nor was she des¬ 
titute of the means of bestowing on the 
church such gifts as are acceptable to God, 
and available for the pardon of that frailty 
which e\cr clcavcth to mortality, for her 
economy had saved a considerable sum, 
which I transmitted to the Ursulines at 
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Rome, to be expended in masses for her 
soul.” 

“ But,” said the Jesuit, “ you have not 
yet spoken of her daughter—Doth she still 
adhere to her mother’s fiiith ?” 

“ She did,” returned the father, “ at the 
time of her mother’s death, and had it not 
been for her, the soul of the lady had pass¬ 
ed in peace; but great was the anguish 
which she sustained as the time of her de¬ 
parture approached, wlien she reflected on 
the temptations to which her daughter might 
be subjected in an evil land, where all have 
departed from the way of salvation; aiul 
earnestly did she entreat her husband that 
her child might be permitted to seek 'the 
protection of her aunt at Rome, but he 
was inexorable; and at his own dcatli, (for 
he too is now in eternity,) he left his bro¬ 
ther guardian of his daughter and her for¬ 
tune ; who, being on the eve of his depart¬ 
ure for a foreign country, to prevent her 
fulfilling the wishes of her mother, 2 )rocured 
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her to wait uj)on the Queen, as one of her 
gentlewomen ; and much 1 tremble for the 
poor young creature in her office of peril, 
wliere it is imj)OK.sihlo for me to ajtproach, 
to strengthen her faith, or warn her of her 
danger; yet, of all the maidens these old eyes 
have e\er yet beheld, site hath the firmest 
mind; for, doating on her mother almost 
to idolatry, she beheld her long protracted 
])angs A\ith<nit one te,ar or gesture to in¬ 
crease their bitterness; and when the soul 
had lied its earthly mansion, it was indeed 
a sight of awe to bc liold so young a maiden 
take upon herself tlie last sad offices survi¬ 
vors render to humanity, that no' huha!- 
lowed, and no me.aner hand might touch 
the honoured relics. Ah ! woe to them who 
would withdraw her from the arms of lioly 
ehureli, to cast her into those of Satan !” 

“ This shall he cart'd for, father,” said 
the Jesuit, “ and she shall yet escape as a 
prey from the low ler; for, be it known to 
you, that her aunt, having obtained per- 
missioik from his Holiness to leave her con¬ 
vent, for the purpose of snatching this child 
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of her sister from the fangs of the here¬ 
tics, arrived with me in Scotland but yes¬ 
terday, and now awaits the course of events 
at Musselburgh.” ' He then proceeded to 
inform Father Leonard of the scheme he had 
formed for gaining admittance to the pa¬ 
lace, and concluded by saying, that should 
she, for whom the church liad shewn so 
much anxiety, prove refractory, his aid, as 
her mother’s confessor, was likely to avail 
much. 

“ And now, peace be with thee, holy fa¬ 
ther,” said the Jesuit; “ thou shalt have 
timely notice in wliat thou caust aid us; 
but I*must now hasten to rejoin my coji- 
ductor, whom I have kept awaiting me.” 

“ Farewell, my son,” said the old man ; 
“ thou shalt find me ready whenever I am 
called upon.” 

As the Jesuit’s steps mechanically led him 
to join his companion at the appointed place, 
his mind was deeply absorbed in contem¬ 
plating plans for the destruction of others, 
and his own advancement. 

“ Yes,” said he, “ the proud dream of 
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power, that hath grown with my growth, 
and strengthened with my strcngtli, sliall 
yet be realized, or this world liolds no other 
good I'or me; for it is not the mean fear of 
sleej)ing the long sleep of eternity, that 
shall prexent my ascending that arduous 
and lolty eminence, whereon is placed the 
goal of my desires, and where, once arrived, 
the fame of the warlike Ignatius, and his 
more politic successor, shall fade before mine 
as the stars before the morning sun ;—then 
shall our monarchy become perfected, and 
every other be subjected to it, and all who 
hax'c hitherto opposed our sway be made to 
tremble.” 

Ilut, leaving the Jesuit to the workings 
of his ambition, we shall take this opportu¬ 
nity of unfolding to the reader his history 
and his views. 

Oliver l^atullo was a native of Scotland, 
and the twin son of a creature of Cardinal 
Heaton’s, whom that ambitious churchman 
had sent on a secret mission to Rome, where 
he carried with him the person whose his- 
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tory wc are relating, tlicn a child,—leaving 
in Scotland his other son, who became af¬ 
terwards chamberlain to Ksme Stuart, Duke 
of Lennox, and accompanied him in his jour¬ 
ney to France, whither he was banished by 
the faction concerned in the Kaid of Rnth- 
ven. Meanwhile, Oliver, whom his lather 
left abroad on his own return to Scotland, 
was, according to his wish, educated in a 
college of the Jesuits; where, soon beco¬ 
ming conspicuous for depth of genius, apt¬ 
ness for intrigue, extraordinary courage of 
mind, and strength of body, his talents were 
fostered with the greatest care. Nor was 
this care unrequited in the manner antici¬ 
pated from the promise of his early years; 
for, on being admitted a professor in the So¬ 
ciety, wherever a deep and dangerous ser¬ 
vice was to be performed, there was he em¬ 
ployed, and seldom did his enterprizes fail 
of success. Already, at the command of his 
General, had he traversed, on various mis¬ 
sions, the whole of the continent of Europe, 
and, assuming as many characters as he had 
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objects to aclnevc, he had become familiar 
with the counsels of Princes, and tlic in- 
tricjucs of court s, and accomplishcxl more for 
the l)cncfit of Koine, than perliaps any other 
individual in .similar circumstances. For 
juoinoting the aggrandizement of his order, 
his zeal was unwearied; and he had the 
gratification of beholding himself esteemed 
the nio't active and intrepid member of 
the .Society, and of obtaining the highest 
rank, m\t to the tleuerars, permitted in 
tlic order.—Hut his ambition took still a 
loftier flight, .(\ccustomed from early youth 
to bend c\ery faculty of his mind to the 
consideration of the interests and exaltation 
of the fraternity, he had become so inti¬ 
mately accpiainted with its government and 
\iews, that his bold and penetrating genius 
'liscovered every flaw in its organization, 
and had formed, on this knowledge of its 
imperfections, siieh jilans for strengthening 
r.nd extending its inflnencc, that the idea 
of directing the whole machine, by one day 
bi eotnikg its head, had never ceased to oc- 
10 
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cupy his ima^ation. But, in order to 
achieve this object so earnestly desired, it 
was necessary that he should become still 
more conspicuous as the champion of Ca¬ 
tholicism ; for be had been assured by his 
General, that could he accomplish the over¬ 
throw of the reformed religion in Scotland, 
he would himself point him out as his suc¬ 
cessor, in the event of his surviving him ; 
and the Pope had promised to reward his en¬ 
deavours in this cause, with honours and 
riches, such as were only bestowed on the 
most favoured sons of the churcli. The 
qiirit of Patullo, rising with the occasion, 
prescnl^ to his imagination the brilliant 
prospects of the future, as viewed by ambi¬ 
tion, and sketched by the hand of the mas¬ 
ter-fiend. 

The issue of his sinister schemes, and the 
means he took to ensure their success, re¬ 
main to be narrated. Meanwhile, we shall 
leave him to rejoin his clerical companion, 
and to accompany him back to Musselburgh. 
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CHAPTER V. 


N(JW mati'h m<’ tliia Uornc, cry’d the King in hU glee# 

Or »ln w file a tyke of tliii »i(ag-boand’« degree; 

And -.till, il tlio hor^i' and the hound jc eliou'd ding, 
Here'' a falmii, uhoae morrow ye ne’te could bring. 

(Md BaUad. 

aV KKW minutes before the time appoint¬ 
ed by Hcronshaw, on the followiBgjpornk 
uig. the Jesuit made his appearance 'witibi 
his hawk, at the door of the old falconer’s 
little chamber at Ilolyrood. 

“ Right—I sec ye arc punctual,” said 
tl:e old man, with a smile of approbation on 
his withered countenance, ndiich gradually 
expanded into a grin of sati^ction, as he 
examined the bird. “ A bonnie falcon i* 
>he, in sooth,” said he; if she belies 

not her looks, ye may kei^^oiuscl coscy for 
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the rest o’ your days, or I’m no true pro¬ 
phet; but come away, his Majesty is walk¬ 
ing in the Park, as is his ordinair at this 
hour, when he’s no at the hunting; and wc 
mustna bide here another minute, for he 
will be wearying, I’se warrant liim.” 

The Jesuit accompanied him through 
several courts, till at length they entered 
the eastermost one, which was bounded on 
the north by the Chapel-Poyal ; from 
whence they passed by a private door, into 
that part of the Park, then covered with 
majestic trees, which forms a narrow plain 
betwqen the Palace and the foot of the hill 
called Salisbury Craigs. 

They had proceeded but a short ‘ way 
from the Palace, when Hcronshaw pointed 
out between the boles of the trees, his Ma¬ 
jesty, advancing at some distance, accom¬ 
panied by an attendant on whom he leaned. 

“ Bide ye here a minute,” said the old 
man, “ and dinna bo ower sair daunted at 
the presence o’ ^ King, for ye carry that 
upon your ncivc“Would gang near to mak 
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yc wclconio, were ye the tlc’il himscl, or the 
Botlnvell, that he likes muckle waur; 
hut watch yt> me, :>nd when I gic yc a 
waive, eonie on ; b>it dinna forget to tak off 
vour bonnet, and jnak a low reverence.” 

So saying,-he went forward, and the Je¬ 
suit saw liiin jilacc liimsclf within a few 
l)aees of his Majesty, on the side of the 
patli-way in wliieh tlie King was walking, 
who, on coming up, sto])pcd for an instant, 
and spoke to him, and as be passed on, 
the old man fell into the rear, and made 
the appointed signal for the Jesuit to ad¬ 
vance, whicli he accordingly 'obeye^, and 
tloiling his bonnet, bent one knee to the 
ground, while he sujiportetl the hand on 
wliich the bird sat witli the other. As he 
remained in this jwsilion for a few seconds, 
till the King came up, he was forcibly 
struck with the singular contrast presented 
by the persons of his .Majesty and his at¬ 
tendant. .lames was of middle stature, 
and not ill proportioned, but appeared short, 
broad, aftd awkward, from the superabun- 

VOL. 1. u 
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dant fulness and many plaitings of his 
clothes, which were evidently stuffed to re¬ 
sist any weapon aimed against his person. 
There was also a striking inelegance in all 
his movements, and a shambling appear¬ 
ance in his gait, occasioned by the weak¬ 
ness of Ills legs, w'hich, in walking, were 
ever thrown out to the sides, beyond the 
perpendicular of his body, forming, as it 
were, a semi-circular step; owing to this in¬ 
firmity, he seldom walked far, and still 
more seldom without a supporter. His fea¬ 
tures, though not irregular, were by no 
means .pleasifig, principally from a cast of 
cunning in their expression, and from the 
constant movement of his large eyes, "that 
seemed ever rolling about in quest of some 
new face, which, when found, they fastened 
upon with a stare so unrelenting, that few 
jwople felt at ease under their gaze. 

Tlic young man by whom his Majesty 
was attended, appeared scarcely to have at¬ 
tained his twentietli year ; his figure was 
tall, and of perfect symmetry; he was 
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clotlicd in a dress of green velvet, ridily 
laced, which was fitted so well to his shape, 
that it exhibited, in a remarkable degree, 
the flexible graces of youth. His face was 
handsome, and animated by a wild and 
mirthful recklessness, in the expression of 
his clear dark eyes and arched brows; 
which aj)|)carauce of careless gaiety was 
further strengtlieiu'd by the negligent air 
wiili which he wore his bat and feather, 
and the manner in which his short fur 
cloak was flung back from his left shoulder, 
to give place to his Majesty’s hand, that 
rested on it. 

Rise, man,” said the King, “ and place 
the bird mair upon a level with us.~—Ha! 
iluthven,” he continued, addressing his 
voung attendant, while every line of his 
countenance was markrtl with the most rap¬ 
turous delight, “ this is indeed a Ixrnnic 
gyr-falcon—how purely white she is—no 
ae tinged feather! what length o’ body! 
and what strong talons—how open, and 
how langnhey are I I'll warrant her a noble 
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striker.—Where cam she from ?” said the 
King, eagerly, to the Jesuit; “ and what 
price set ye on her ?” 

“ Slie is yours, if it so pleases you, my 
Liege, without price,” said tlic Jesuit with 
a bend of humility, and waiting the first 
question ; “ but I crave of your Majesty, if 
such is your pleasure, that I may be allow¬ 
ed to attend her.” 

“ AVhat!” returned the King, in an ac¬ 
cent of astonishment; “ dotli a loon like 
thee—for thy dress and request bespeak 
thee of the lower rank in life—mak us a 
present which it might beseem ae prince 
to mak to auither, and ask nac higher boon 
than that whilk thou hast named !—.Tliis 
is maist extraordinary,” continued tlieKing. 
“ Ilethiuk thee, man, of what thou sayest; 
and inform us from w hence thou hadst this 
scarce and noble bird ?” 

“ If your Majesty will graciously allow 
me to speak without witnesses,” rej)licd the 
Jesuit, “ I may be emboldened by your 
Majesty's i>ermLssion. to crave of your in- 
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diligence yet another favour, and will make 
answer to all your Majesty’s questions.” 

“ Is it your Majesty’s pleasure that I 
should walk aside ?” said the young gen¬ 
tleman who attended the King. 

“ Not so,” said .Tames ; “ let him follow 
us, and we will presently hear what he hath 
to say.” 

Accordingly, as soon as they reached the 
Palace, he ordered the .lesuit to be brought 
to his presence; directing, at the .same 
time, some of his attendants to remain in 
the anti-chamber, near the door of his apart¬ 
ment. 

** ^Vcel,” said his Majesty, as soon as he 
appeared, “ now, speak freely, man, and mak 
known your request.” 

The Jesuit advanced toward the upper 
end of the apartment, and approached closer 
than his Majesty apparently deemed safe, 
for it caiLscd him to make a retrograde mo¬ 
tion, accompanied hy a very perceptible de¬ 
gree* of alarm, which, however, instantly 
subsided, when the Jesuit, kneeling before 
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him, thus addressed him, in a low and sup¬ 
plicating voice:—“ I most humbly crave 
your JMajesty’s pardon,” said he, “ should 
I, in performing the last command of a 
dear and honoured master, trespass upon 
your clemency; and considering the length 
of time that hath elapsed since his lament¬ 
ed decease, it may probably suqirise your 
Majesty, when I inform you, that the fal¬ 
con you have jnst seen, must be considered 
by your Majesty as the gift of the noble 
Esmd Stuart, Duke of Lennox.” 

" How!” said James, extending his eyes, 
and cjjiibitir.g every mark of the most per¬ 
plexed amazement. “ How! Esme Stuart ? 
Wliy, man, thou art certes beside thysel; 
ken ye not that secventccn years have pass¬ 
ed since the Duke died in a foreign land ? 
What strange story is this ? and for what 
purpose dost thou relate sic improbabili¬ 
ties ?” 

"If your Majesty will be pleased to hear 
me, I will explain what I am sensible must 
indeed appear improbable,” said the Jesuit, 
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as he drew a few steps nearer to the King, 
wlio, on this movement, exclaimed,— 

“ Stand hack, man, or I will presently 
have thee punished for sic fomiliar bold¬ 
ness.” 

The Jesuit immediately moved from the 
place he occui)icd ; and with a look of the 
humblest contrition for his offence, placed 
himself on the opposite side of the table 
which .stood near the King, and resiimcd 
his story. 

“ To that foreign land where the Duke 
was banished, may it please your Majesty, 
I followed him ; and, as his favourite and 
confidential servant, witne.s.scd the pangs of 
separation from your Majesty, which broke 
his noble heart. In his dying hours, he 
})ondcred on some memorial which might 
best recall him to your Majesty’s remem¬ 
brance ; and giving me a purse of gold, made 
me take a .solemn oath to search out and 
train for your Majesty’s use, a falcon, of 
the kind most rare and esteemed; which 
having •done, I was myself to present to 
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yotir Majesty, as the last offering of his 
devoted heart to his benefactor, friend, and 
prince.” 

The Jesuit paused as he finished the last 
sentence, and ventured to cast a glance on 
the face of the King, on whom his conclu¬ 
ding words seemed to have acted like a 
charm. For as his earliest and best-be¬ 
loved friend was thus forcibly brought back 
to his recollection, every feature relaxed, and 
his countenance underwent many changes. 
There appeared to him something almost 
supeniatural in a message and gift thus de¬ 
livered from a being long since cnimbled 
into dust, whose soul had once been knit 
to his; and as the memory of past years 
returned, the very voice of the dead seem¬ 
ed sounding in his cars ; all else was for 
the time forgotten : and two large natural 
drops gushed from his eyes, and rolled down 
his checks; but recovering himself with a 
sudden eflbrt, he demanded of the Jesuit, 
what had caused the extraordinary de¬ 
lay of so many years in the fulfilment of 
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his mission ; and if he had aught to pro¬ 
duce in attestation of the truth of his 
story. 

The Jesuit was not unprepared for these 
questions ; and i)crceiving, with exultation, 
tliat the effects of his fabricated talc had 
fallen nothing short of his expectations, he 
proex'cdcd with more confidence, and that 
undaunted brow which seemed to bear the 
stamp of truth. 

“ So please your Majesty to hearken to 
my lowly history, since the period of niy 
noble ma.ster’s death,” he said, “ and you 
will be satisfied, that in this delay, no blame 
can be attached to me.” 

“ Speak on, man,” said the King; " and- 
that quickly.” 

Having obtained this jwrmission, he pro¬ 
ceeded.—“ As .soon as the last obsequit« 
were rendered to the lamented remains of 
my honoured master, eager to accomplish 
his wish, I left I'ranee with an intention 
of pa.ssing through Germany; but when 
l> 2 
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there, tlie anxiety and watching I had ex¬ 
perienced before my master’s death, joined 
to the fatigue of my journey, threw me into 
a fever, which terminated in a disease of 
the brain, under which I laboured for many 
months, during tvhich time the place of my 
residence had been frequently changed; 
and when at length I was restored to rea¬ 
son, I discovered that I had lost, together 
with nearly all that was my own, the con¬ 
tents of that purse, which %vas to have en¬ 
abled me to perform a promise, the most 
binding I could conceive, as made to a 
dying benefactor. I shall not presume to 
trouble your ^lajcsty with a recital of my 
ineffectual efforts to recover the gold ; but 
shall now put into your hands the purse 
that contained it, and which the careless¬ 
ness of those by w hom 1 had been plun¬ 
dered, had caused them to leave among my 
raiment, I have heard my master say it 
was once your Majesty’s, and it is too re¬ 
markable, I think, not to be recognized.” 
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As he said this, he drew the purse from 
liis bosom and delivered it to the King, 
who now allowed his approach without any 
symptom of fear. It was composcrl of scar¬ 
let taflcty, richly embroidered with gold; 
on one side were the letters M. 11., sur¬ 
mounted by a crown, and joined to the ini¬ 
tials H. I).; and on the other, two hearts, 
with the motto, “ K’^Vmour nous unis.” It 
was the work of the unfortunate Mary, and 
had been her gift, in the first days of love, 
to the no less unfortunate Damley. The 
King immediately recollected the piurse, 
and also his ha\ing bestowed it as a mark 
of afioclion on his favourite. 

“ It is suiricient,” said the King; “ finish 
your story, man, but be brief.” 

“ After my loss,” continued the narrator, 
“ it was vain for me to pro.sccutc my jour¬ 
ney in the hoi)e of procuring a falcon of 
that valuable kind, which could alone be a 
gift worthy of my noble master, or accept¬ 
able to your Majesty. I therefore entered 
into tlic service of another master, whose 
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liberality, after ten years, enabled me to 
join myself with a Jew-merchant, who was 
travelling to the Low Countries, where I 
was at length enabled to realize what I 
deemed suflicient for my purpose, when I 
immediately made a journey to the north¬ 
ernmost extremity of ^Corway, and was so 
fortunate as to meet with the bird your 
Majesty hath now seen, and which I have 
spared no pains in training both for the ri¬ 
ver and the field. And now, might your 
Majesty’s humble vassal crave a boon, it 
would be, that it may remain unknown 
whom I have served, or that the falcon was 
a bequest of my late master, seeing that, 
while abroad, I consorted for some space 
with a man deeply skilled in sundry of the 
high sciences, who, by his art in palmistry, 
foretold that, should 1 again venture to vi¬ 
sit the capital of Scotland, it was ordained 
that I should run a bloody risk from the 
descendants of those enemies of my master 
who caused his banislimcnt. This predic¬ 
tion, though at first it made an impression 
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on my mind, had since well niph escaped 
my recollection, till it was recalled to my 
remembrance within this hour, when youi 
Majesty, in speaking to your attendant in 
the park, pronounced the name of one of 
the iauiily of my noble master’s most inve¬ 
terate foes.” 

” Tush, man,” said the King, “ what 
wad it fid\antage the descendants of the 
Lord tiowrie to harm thee, that they should 
fash themsels about a carle o’ thy degree; 
thou shalt have no cause, however, for 
thy foolish fears, for it is my pleasure that 
the name o’ the late Duke be not allowed 
to pass thy lips ; it is of power to conjure up 
that whilk hath long slept within mine own 
bosom, and might have some effect on 
others.” A gloomy exj)rcssion overspread 
the brow of the King; and ho continued to 
mutter to himself, as if unconsciou.s of be¬ 
ing overheard ;—“ 'I’lie sight o’ that bird is 
dangerous ; it will ower forcibly rccal the fate 
of hijn I loved entirely—of him whose mar¬ 
row I shall ne’er see again ; j ct it was his 
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last request, and it were in sooth a pity to 
lose sic a bird: I maun keep the hawk at 
all events.—Here,” said his IVIajesty, again 
speaking to the Jesuit, and taking from an 
escritoir a bag containing fifty rose-nobles ; 
for his admiration of the bird, and the ef¬ 
fect of the story so recently told by the Je¬ 
suit, had occasioned one of those lavish fits, 
to which he was subject through life, though 
he seldom failed to repent having commit¬ 
ted such acts of generosity—“ Here is gold, 
man, to mark our approbation of your fide¬ 
lity—be as faithful to your Sovereign as ye 
have been to the I^uke, and ye will secure 
our favour. Ye appear,” he added, “ to be a 
sensible man, and your bearing seemeth to 
us beyond your station. How chanceth 
your so proper speech ?” 

“ Some pains were taken with my instruc¬ 
tion, so please your Majesty,” replied the 
Jesuit; “ and my long attendance as cham¬ 
berlain to the Duke, and my residence 
abroad, have given me some few advan¬ 
tages.” 
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“ It is wed,” said the King ; “ now, seek 
ye out our falconer, auld Hcronshaw, and 
instruct him of our pleasure, that ye do in 
future assist him in the care o’ the hawks, 
and that ye be provided wi’ an apartment 
near his own—Hut, hark ye, man, what 
is your name ?” 

“ Francis iVustin, may it please your 
Majesty,” said the Jesuit, “ is the naTUC I 
have assumed, having dropped that of Pa- 
tullo, by which I was known while in the 
Duke’s service, lest 1 should be recognised 
thereby.” 

“ llight, right,” said his Majesty, “ it is 
wed ordered ; that might have discovered 
yc—so, enough o’ what is past; let it not 
again be mentioned; we will try the bird 
shortly.” 

The Jesuit Iwwcd low in token of obe¬ 
dience ; and, as he left tlic apartment, re¬ 
plied, “ The vassal of your Majesty knows 
how to be faithful to the commands of his 
King.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Give me my guerdon—>hard iinyicidirjg gold ; 
Something to touch iind handle for niy service; 
No mionary payment will 1 have 
Tliat slipa tlie fingers ere it be well grasp'd. 

The JjombuuL 


When the Jesuit retired from the apart¬ 
ment in which he liad remained alone with 
the King for the space of half an hour, he 
immediately proceeded to join old Heron- 
shaw, whom he found anxiously awaiting 
him in his chamber, w here he was seated on 
a settle, with a small table before him, on 
which stood a flask of foaming ale. 

“ Am I true projdict, or no ?’’ said he, 
as soon as the Jesuit entered; “ or has it 
been for naught that ye hac had sic a tack o’ 
his Majesty’s lug ? By my faith, but ye are 
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highly favoured else,” contiuueil he, with a 
glance in which curiosity and jealousy seem¬ 
ed contending; for although he had pre¬ 
dicted that nmcli favour w’ould be shewn 
him by the King on account of the falcon, 
yet was he not prepared for the degree of 
personal notice his Majesty had evinced to¬ 
wards him, in admitting him to so long and 
private a conference ; and, with tlie suspi¬ 
ciousness of age, augured no good to his 
own consequence from this circumstance. 
He continued, “ Ihit that supple knee o’ 
thine, wi’ the rest of your grand outland¬ 
ish flourishes, maks a fool o’ an auld Scotch¬ 
man like me; but let’s hear how ye cam on, 
let’s,hcar about it, and then we’ll synd it 
down wi’ a draught o’ this double ale.” 

“In the first place, then,” said the Je¬ 
suit, laying the bag of gold upon the table, 
“ here is substantial proof of the tnith of 
your ])rophccy ;—in addition to which I am 
to inform you of his Majesty’s pleasure, 
that I am henceforward to divide with you 
the labours of your occupation, and am to 
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have ail apartment assigned me somewhere 
hereabouts.” 

“ The deevil!” said the old man, turn¬ 
ing quickly round so as to face him, with a 
storm brewing in every feature, and his eyes 
flashing indignation and passion. “ Then, 
mayhap, ye’re to be my master—mayhap 
ye think to lord it ower me; but I rede 
ye, dinna reckon without your beads ; the 
King’s auld falconer canna lout sae low— 
but he can up the hounds and hawks, 
of which, in sooth, he’s weel nigh tired.” 

As he said this, his voice sunk down in¬ 
to a querulous whine, somewhat between 
disappointment and sorrow. 

“ Nay,” said the Jesuit, “ do but ,hear 
me ; you mistake the matter widely ; you, 
to whom I owe my good fortune, cannot 
surely suppose me so ungrateful as to wish 
in aught to supplant you.” 

“ Ay, ay, more fool 1,” intemiptcd the 
old man, “ it wasua that ill to guess what 
wad be the upshot o’ bringing you to the 
speech o’ his Majesty, wi’ a’ your jcourtier- 
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like bowings and beckings that he likes sae 
weel.” 

“ All this, however,” replied the Jesuit, 
“ can protluce no consequences of which you 
shall have cause to repent, provided you 
vnll listen to me; and here is what shall 
prove it,” continuetl he, laying his hand 
upon the money; “ you see this bag—now, 
I suppose it is filled with coin, for it is yet 
unopened by me; I will pount it out on 
this table, and divide it equally between us; 
and moreover, when I take more upon me 
than beseemeth a new comer, and one who 
ought to reverence your grey hairs, I will 
promise to forfeit my share, and pay the 
forfeit willingly.” 

Having said this, he turned out from 
the bag the fifty rose-nobles, twenty-five of 
which he pushed across tlie table before the 
wondering eyes of old Heronsbaw, whom hi* 
last speech had well nigh bewildered, and 
w’ho sat looking one while on tlie gold, and 
another while on the Jesuit, as though be 
had been gazing on the slave of Aladdin’s 
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lamp, and his golden treasures. At length, 
awakening as from a trance, he began to 
gather up the pieces, the touch of which 
seemed to alter the whole course of his ideas, 
and, grasping the Jesuit by the arm, he 
exclaimed, with a countenance and voice 
entirely divested of its former expression, 

“ Dinna ye mind what I said, man— 
think nae mair o’t—it’s sae seldom a body 
forgathers wi’ the like o’ you, that, by my 
faith, it was nac meikle wonder an I took 
ye for a niding circumventing rascal.— 
But,” said he, picking up the remainder 
of his coin, “ I see there is still gratitude 
and discretion in the warld, and so. Mas¬ 
ter Austin, you and I winna cast out, theugh 
we should mak the proverb .i Her, that saith, 
‘ twa o’ ae trade canna agreeand ye’re 
welcome to tak’ your ain gait o’ the sport, 
(always remembering to advise wi’ me afore 
faces, as is meet, yc ken;) and wha kens but 
your outlandish fashions may be the lure 
to gar another jwk o’ the red gowd light 
down upon your neivc again some o’ thae 
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days; for great folk,” said he, in a confiden¬ 
tial whisper, “ are unco new fanglcd, and, by 
my troth, here’s as pretty an instance o’ it 
as ane should desire to see; for here am I, 
wha was the first that flew .falcon for his 
Majesty’s sport, when he was a callant of 
ten suiniiKTs in the castle of Stirling, and I, 
tlie I>ord M ar s falconer, and yet I never had 
as inuckle gowd afore, as now lies atween 
tlie leatlier of mine awn proper hide and 
this huff jerkin ;—but here’s to thy farther 
guiil furttnie, an thou inakcst sae good use 
o’ it !’■ said he, as he took a hearty pull at the 
flask, and hamled it to his companion. 

1 drink, ” said the .Jesuit, “ to our royal 
master’s he-alth, and to the filling of his cot 
fers— pledge me, goo<l 11eronshaw, and then 
instruct me, who was that delronair youth 
nith his Majesty in the park, who looked 
as mirth and he were sworn companions?” 

“ And king may they In.* sae!” returned 
tlie old man ; “ for the Master of Ruthven is 
a free-hearted young gentleman, and a-cou- 
rageousj as ever put a foot in stUTUp, and 
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they say he rides not mair featly than he 
dances, and that her Majesty the Queen 
hath never roused any man sae mcikle since 
the bonnie Earl o’ Murray;—but let that 
gang by, it’s qeedless to listen to a’ the idle 
davcrs ane hears.” 

“ True," replied the Jesuit, “ and wisely 
spoken—but what said ye of the Earl of 
Murray? for you know my long absence 
from Scotland hath made me a stranger to 
many jarcurostanccs that have been passing 
in the land, which you, who have been a re¬ 
tainer of the court, must be well acquainted 
with.” 

“ There’s some o’ them, if I were ken’d 
to repeat, though,” said Heronshaw, shrug¬ 
ging up his shoulders, “ I might get sma’ 
thanks for my pains; but, as I tak ye to be 
a discreet man. I’ll gi'e ye the screed o’ a 
ballad anent the story o’ the Earl; and as it 
was sung, for aught I ken, on the town gait, 
there can be nac ill in that, ye ken.—How 
sayr it now ?” muttered he, “ I’ll surely 
mind some o’ it—Ay, ay, the twa or three 
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last verses will be enough.” And he be^an 
to repeat them, taking the precaution, liow- 
cycT, that his voice should not be heard be¬ 
yond the door of his chamber. 


“ Ho was 11 braw gallant. 

Ami bo kkIo at the ring; 

Ami the bonny Karl o’ Murray, 
Oh ! ho might hao boon a king. 

“ Ho was a braw gallant. 

Anil ho play’ll at tho ha'; 

And tho bonny Karl o’ Murray 
\V as the flower o’ them a'. 

“ He was a braw gallant. 

And he play’d at the gluve ; 

And the bonny Karl o' Murray, 
He was the Querm's lurt." 


“ Now,” said the old man, “ that’s the 
sang, and ye may gather gay and wcel frac 
it, the sense o’ the story; and ye see the 
Earl o’ Huntly was at feud wi’ him, and 
slctv himand ye couldna hinder the folk to 
blame greater folk nor Huntly for his death; 
but we hftc naething ado wi’ that—it caused 
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niciklo disturbance a while, but the souch 
o’ it’s clean gane down the wind lang sync.” 

“ Methinks, however,” replied the Jesuit, 
“ it were little to the profit of this young 
Master to become the burden of such ano¬ 
ther ditty.” 

“ Nay,” returned Ileronshavv, “ it may¬ 
be naught but idle clashes after a’; but this 
I ken, that he’s high in favour wi’ his Ma¬ 
jesty at the present, wha canna want him 
out o’ his sight, and hath made him anc o' 
the gentlemen o’ his bed-chamber.” 

“ This Master of lluthvcn, if I mistake 
not, must be of the (iowrie family ?” remark¬ 
ed the Jesuit. 

“ Kven sae,” said the old man; “ he is 
brother to the young laarl that they are 
looking for hainc frac far-awa' parts, and 
second son to AVilliam, Karl o' (iowrie, 
wha was beheaded at Stirling in the 1584 ; 
but the family’s coming tar ben again, for 
ane o’ the dochters is married to the Duke 
o* Lennox, that’s son to him that was ba¬ 
nished, and is in muckle favour wi’ the 
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King; and anotljer o’ them is here at the 
court, waiting on the Queen; and they say 
the King liaud.s an unco wark wi’ the young 
Karl lymsel, and a' l>ody wisljcs weel to the 
family, for they were a' friends to the coun¬ 
try. and bitter enemies to the Papists; and 
they sav he's sair wearied for by the pastors 
of the kirk, for he’s a i)OWerfill nobleman, 
baitli on account o’ his great possessions, 
and his being sac weel beloved by the peo¬ 
ple ; and .seeing that he is come o’ them 
that were sic staunch uphauders o’ the kirk, 
the ministers think to get him on their side 
o’ the question, and maybe recover some o’ 
the privileges they have tyned; for to speak 
sooth, they arc sair hauden in e’en now, 
and darena set up their faces to rebuke the 
gentles with that bauldncss they war wont 
to do. since the Proclamation, three years 
sync, forbidding them to .speak ony thing 
out o’ the pulpit anent the King’s Majesty, 
or his council; no that I am saying that 
they wad hac been the waur o’ a wee bit 
VOL. I. E 
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cowing, for they took unco liberties, baith 
wi’ their Majesties and tlieir court. Od! 
man, I mind o’ the King’s ain chaplain, 
Maistcr Craig, when he was preacliing 
afore him, just after that Bothwcll, wi’ his 
complices, brak the Palace, railing at the 
King, wi’ nae mair reverence nor I wad hac 
boasted a mangy tyke. He made his dis¬ 
course anent the twa brazen mountains o’ 
Zacharie, and toll’d him, as he had lightly 
regarded the mony bluidy sarks set afore 
him by his subjects, craving justice on the 
Papish lords, so God had justly made a 
noise o’ crying, and a striking o’ foreham- 
mers, to come to his ain Palace doors; and 
when his Majesty, after sermon, wad'fain 
hac cleared himsel to the folk, Maister Craig 
dismissed the congregation, and walked 
furtli himsel.” 

And how bore his Majesty such inso¬ 
lence ?” said the Jesuit. 

“ O! he was unco wrath, nae doubt,” said 
Heronshaw ; “ but what could he do mair, 
but just dismiss him frac bis ain house- 
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hold. Hut they hae hccn wccl liaudcu dovvTi 
in ir^^trd o’ tliis, sin the Proclamation, as 
I .said aforo; and some thought the (jueen 
had a finger in that pye, for they meddled 
sair \vi’ her ahonl that time, and sent three 
o’ tlu' hrelhren to deal wi’ her anent the 
want o’ religious occupation o' hcrscl and 
lior maidens, and anent their workings, 
inaskings, hallings, and sic like divertise- 
ments; hut troth they got little satisfaction 
at her hand, for .ehc sent them word she had 
nae time to hear them, being at that pre¬ 
sent at the dancing.—But,” said he, lift¬ 
ing the ila.sk from the table, and peering 
to its bottom, “ the ale stoujfs as dry as it 
wer(f gysand, sac e'en let us keep sic clavcrs 
till the next time we hae a stoup o’ guid 
lifjuor afore us, for we maun gang now and 
find a chamber wherein thou may'st bestow 
thyself and thy gear.” 

So saying, he left the ajiartmcnt to cont¬ 
inence his search, accompanied by the Jo- 
.'iuit. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 


Away>~t>egon(!—and give a wliirlwind room, 

Or I will blow you up like dust! Avaunt! 

Llf. 


The hour of midnight wa.s approaching, 
when a young man, wrapped in a riding 
doak, mounted on a fine horse, and follow¬ 
ed by two servants, passed swiftly alon^ the 
road toward Musselburgh, on his way to 
Edinburgh. A considerable quantity of 
snow had fallen during the day, the reflec¬ 
tion of which, added to the light of a bright 
moon nearly at the full, and a cloudless 
sky thickly studded with stars, rendered 
distant objects plain and conspicuous, and 
those close at hand, almost am well seen as 
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by day-liglit. The travellers were about t<» 
enter the town of Musselburgh at the sanu* 
rapid pace, when one of the attendants rode 
up to his master, who instantly stopped to 
learn the puqwrt of this movement. 

“ I have made bold, my lord," said he, 
“ to inquire if it is your pleasure to bait 
tlic horses here, wlicrc there was, when I 
left Scotland, a most excellent inn, and 
where, if your lordship thinks {nroper, you 
can be providetl with a good bed apd some 
refreshment, which, under correction, your 
lordship must require ; and as you are not 
expected in Edinburgh, and the night wears 
apace, it may be better for your lordsiiip 
to remain here till morning.” 

“ I am much obliged to you, good Mas¬ 
ter Laurence, for your care of me,” said his 
lordship; “ but as our horses, notwithstand¬ 
ing the jouniey they have made to-day, 
continue to carry us indifferently well, it is 
my jdcasure that we reach Edinburgh to¬ 
night ” 

“ Very well, my lord,” said his attend- 
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ant falling back, when his master again 
spoke. 

“ I have just recollected that this is your 
native town—at least I think I have so 
heard;—it is therefore possible you may be 
anxious to see some relative. If that is the 
case, you may remain here all night; but 
be in the Cannongatc early to-morrow morn¬ 
ing.” 

“ Many thanks, my lord,—I shall at¬ 
tend punctually to your commands,” said 
the man, as he tinned off towanls the inn at 

Loretto. 

His master slackened his pace, and turn¬ 
ed his gaze upward—for the late hour ren¬ 
dered it impossible for that night, that he 
should meet the friends, the hope of seeing 
whom had urged him forward with such 
speed. 

There are few who have not felt the in¬ 
describable sensations of awe we experience, 
when looking on the magnificent arch of 
heaven and ail its brilliant host, uniformly 
and perpetually revolving in their spheres; 
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and this feeling, so natural to the human heart, 
must have been doubly strong at the time, 
when they were imiversally believed to have 
so great an ascendency over our decaying and 
transient existence. It is in vain that tlie 
understanding would judge impartially of 
whatever is the subject of universal belief,— 
and even the strong and enlightened mind 
of this young nobleman, who was as little, 
or perhaps less tinctured with superstitiou 
than any of the age in which he lived, was 
still unable to detach itself from some por¬ 
tion of belief in this vain but seducing 
theory. He gazed intently on the firma¬ 
ment for some minutes. “ And is it no,” 
thought he, “ and do ye indeed, celestial 
intelligences, prognosticate in your aspects 
and conjunctions, the fate of each son of 
humanity ? or is it fancy all ? and do we 
but cheat ourselves with Ipng calculations? 
Well, be it as it may, ye are but the crea¬ 
tures of the universal Lord, and work but 
as He wills! Therefore, if ye have any in¬ 
fluence x>n my Cate, and human skill bath 
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read ye right, that ye frown upon my des¬ 
tiny, still will I make my supplications, 
undismayed, to that higher Source, secure 
of consolation and protection, while my 
heart is honest, and my actions just.—And 
I had need,” continued he, withdrawing his 
regards from the heavens, and fixing them 
on the surrounding objects, “ much need, it 
may be, of divine protection, on returning 
to a country which so ill requited my noble 
and patriotic father, and whose weak-mind¬ 
ed sovereign is ever swayed by favourites, 
however base. But, come weal, come woe, 
I am linked to it by too many attachments, 
and have too many duties to perform in it, 
to think of relinquishing it. Nay, how 
impossible that would be, I am at this mo¬ 
ment convinced, while that well remember¬ 
ed city is just bursting on my sight, and 
causing my heart to beat high and quick 
within me. Yes,” he continued, “ there is 
her venerable castle on its giant rock, reign¬ 
ing majestically over all the lesser objects 
of that city, whose many generations- it hath 
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sunived.—And there rises high into air the 
cloud of smoke which canopies the slum¬ 
bering citizens;—and beneath it, you also 
repose, my beloved brother and sister!—a 
few hours more, and 1 shall fold you to my 
breast!” 

Soon after this soliloquy, the Earl of 
Gowric (for it was he of whom we have 
spoken) arrived before a large and hand- 
some-looking house in the Canongate, into 
which, after brief space, he was admitted, 
and where we shall lca\ e him while we re¬ 
turn to his attendant, whom we left near 
the hostelry of Ijorctto, and who, on pro¬ 
ceeding to the outward gate of the inn- 
yard,' found it amply scc\ired against in¬ 
truders, it being the custom of its clerical 
landlord to have it fastened at an early 
hour ; for so cautious was he of harbouring 
night-drinkers, that he preferred the loss 
of the custom of such to the chance of ha¬ 
ving his hostly occupation (by means of 
some night brawl committed in his house) 
E 2 
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canvassed by the General Assembly, who 
were beginning about this period to look 
more narrowly into the affairs of their bre¬ 
thren of all denominations. 

It was therefore in vain that he stood for 
the space of ten minutes smiting at the 
door with a pretty large stone which he had 
picked up for the purpose, and shouting 
with all the force of lungs none of the weak¬ 
est. At length the drowsy voice of a boy, 
who acted as underling to the hostler, an¬ 
swered from the inside, “ Wha the murrain 
arc ye that keep sic a din at the yett, fit to 
waken the dead, and what want ye ?” 

“ What want I ?” repeated the stranger; 
** why, to be let in certainly, with a Turse 
upon your questions—cant ye unbar the 
gate ? I promise you I am sufficiently tired 
of poimding at it.” 

“ I shanna do ony sic thing tho’,” re¬ 
sponded the boy; “ for we dinna let ony 
body in at this time o’ night; it’s quite and 
dean against the rules o’ the house, and I 
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should get wccl leathered if I were to open 
the yett; sae gang your gaits to Gudeman 
Sowerbutt’s, at the other cud o’ the toun, 
for he’ll let ye in at ony time.”- 

“ The wiser man he if he means to thrive,” 
said ho on the outside^; “ but now hearken 
to me, ray good fellow'! If you do not speedi¬ 
ly give me and this good steed of mine en¬ 
trance, 1 will bestow upon you such ahyding, 
as shall prevent your having the trouble of 
opening the gate for some days to come.” 

“ Ay,” said the boy, with a most provo!- 
king laugh of malicious irony; “ but how 
will ye catib me. Master Swaggerer ? Here 
I am jeest beside ye—naetbing but the door 
atw’ccn us—but let’s sec how ye’ll won at 
me—it winna be the night. I’m thinking; 
and gin the house were a stir, I dinna think 
I’d fear ye mucklc.” 

^Vlnle the urchin, who imagined himself 
in perfect security, was indulging hi# hft- 
inour at the cxpcncc of the excluded guest, 
the person he was tormenting made fast 
with all speed the bridle of his horse to one 
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of the iron rings, which were fixed on each 
side of the gate for that purpose; and laying 
hold of one of the stones which alternately jut¬ 
ted out, in forming the side posts of the door¬ 
way, he began to ascend in the same man¬ 
ner in which he had frequently before made 
good his entrance in the days of boyhood ; 
and having arrived at the top of the wall, 
and taken a firm hold, dropped down a 
height of ten feet with the utmost ease be¬ 
side the astonished boy, whom he seized 
upon with a most relentless grijKj before he 
could make his way into the house. 

“ Now,” said lu, “ 1 rede your apeship 
not to be insolent to travellers hereafter 
along with which admonition, he bestowed 
upon him some such hearty cuffs, that the 
boy b^an to bellow “ murder” most lusti¬ 
ly. It was in vain, how ever, that he kicked 
and threw himself into all manner of pos¬ 
tures ;—one hand of his corrector still kept 
its hold, till the other was wearj- of the 
{ustime, which ha])pcning, however, at 
length, and the little wretch fecliEg him- 
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self at liberty, made all the haste toward 
the house which his unmerciful castigator 
had left in his power, but was closely fol¬ 
lowed by the stranger, to prevent the pos¬ 
sibility of his still excluding him from the 
house by being the first to gain the en¬ 
trance. Having therefore arrived both at 
the same time within that apartment, which 
we have before described as forming the 
public room of the inn, they found such of 
the inhabitants as had been disturbed by 
the screams of the boy already on foot, and 
employed in obtaining a light from the 
peats that were smouldering on the hearth, 
and whicli purpose a half-awakened, half* 
dregsed damsel had just attained, when the 
stranger, stepping forward, took the lamp 
from her hand,—“ Thou shaft be rewarded 
for this some other time, my nymph of the 
kettles,” said he, with a familiar nod. 

The group at the fireside, which consist¬ 
ed of two female servants and the boy, all 
of whom, save the latter, were ignorant of 
what had c^psed the disturbance, eyed him 
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with much suq)rise, as the lamp which he 
held in his hand threw its glare across his 
undaunted features, and displayed liis tall 
and powerful person, armed with a brace of 
pistols and a couteau, whose bright mount- 
Higs flashed on their sight, as he extended 
his hand to lay hold once more on the boy, 
lyho shrieked out in miserable anticipation 
of another beating. 

“ I pray you compose yourself,” said he, 
“ most courteous mannikin, for thou shalt 
not liave another beating until thou dost 
deserve it; therefore, I say, compose thy¬ 
self, and answer me—\^'hat callest thou the 
hostler of this most serene and quiet inn, 
that admitteth not travellers after mid¬ 
night, and keepeth their good steeds stand¬ 
ing exposed to the frosty air ?—Beshrew 
me, but this shall be looked to!—What 
call ye him, I say ?” 

*• GriflFy Girth,” said the boy, in a sulky 
tone, which argued any thing but willing- 
aesa to answer his question. 

** Then shew me, without more ado. 
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where he hides himself,” replied the stran¬ 
ger, still keeping hold of the Iwy’s shoulder, 
and following him into a recess by the side 
of the outward door, whence they ascended 
by a few narrow steps to the loft over the 
stable. 

“ There—that’s him,” said the boy, point¬ 
ing to a man who lay snoring in a comec, 
upon a bed formed of bundles of straw tied 
firmly together, and so filled up in the in-", 
tcrstices, as to become a flat sur&ce on the 
upper part. 

” Now,” said the stranger, “ descend, my 
ho])cful, and order them down yonder to 
have quickly in readiness what is becoming 
to .set before a guest of quality, who hath 
not broken his fast for some hours, and 
whose appetite is none of the puniest with¬ 
al.—Dost hear ?—let tliem make dispatch, 

I say !—begone ! and see thou savest thy 
bones by doing my bidding.” 

“ Thy bidding, truly!” muttered the 
boy, as he descended—“ I’ll straight to hia 
Reverence,,and hear what he says to thy 
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devil’s tricks ; for, if ye dinna be auld Beel¬ 
zebub himsel, I’m sure ye’re ane o’ his 
whuppers-iii.” 

“ Hollo! GrifF—Hostler!” said the stran¬ 
ger, shaking him roughly by the arm. 

“ Hollo ! who calls ?” replied he, at the 
same time flinging his legs over and sitting 
'Imright on the side of his miserable bed, 
\^ile he rubbed his eyes, and stretched 
them wide upon the armed figure that stood 
Wore him. “ Wha are ye ? and what 
'wake ye here ?” said he. 

“ Hub thine eyes again, man,” said the 
intruder, pushing back his hat, which he 
wore somewhat flapped, and holding up the 
lamp, that its rays might fall full upon his 
countenance. “ llcmcmbercst thou nought 
of these features ? At all events thou hast 
not surely forgotten the cask of brandy- 
wine, and the kd that crept through the 
hole scarce big enough for a cat, that he 
ip%ht accommodate thee with thy nightly 
potations.” 

•* Now the deevil broil me, if. ye can be 
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other than my young master,” said the 
hostler, springing on his feet, and raising 
the stranger’s hand that held the lamp, till 
its light fell once more on his face. “ Ay ! 
ay! there's the scar abune the upper lip, 
that ye got when yc fell frae climbing the 
corbie’s nest at the Craigs; it’s no jeest co¬ 
vered by the black hair that grows sae thick 
about it, and gies yc sae mucdcle the seni- 
blancc of a bravo.” 

“ A bravo, quotha !” said the stranger; 
“ good Master Hostler, know that you speak 
to one, wliose six years experience hath 
taught him not to let any man insult him, 
much less such as thee.” 

‘*^Na, my master,” replied the hostla:, 
“ when 1 likened thee to a bravo, I did but 
intend the comparison in respect o’ thy 
courageous bearing ; for methinks ye look, 
armed as ye now arc, fit to cope wi’ some 
half score o’ fellow s, whae might nathleffl 
still maintain some character for manhood. 
But I aye said ye would return some day nc 
as I nowk scQ yc.” 
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“ A plague upon thee and thy long- 
winded stories!” said his young master; 
“ make haste and don thy rags, and bear 
in mind that my horse standeth this cold 
night tied to the gate; meanwhile, answer 
me quickly—Howfareth it with my mother ? 
and wherefore are thedoors of this inn barred 
jgainst the night-traveller ?” 

Your mother remains fat and fair; but 
doubtless ye have heard o’ your father’s 
death, and that she hath married a minister 
o’ the reformed Kirk ?” said the hostler. 

“ Of my father’s death I was informed,” 
returned he, “ but not of this cursed mar¬ 
riage ; they shall find it no easy matter, 
though, to cheat me out of my patrimony, 
to claim which, I have returned from a 
country much more to my taste.—So, ho ! 
this barring out of guests is all along of this 
ghostly father’s contriving, then. I’ll war¬ 
rant me?—But I shall see to this—I'll have 
90 psalm-singing priest in this hostel, or he 
iball pay well for his quarters.” 
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“Guid luck to ye, my worshipful master!” 
said Griffy—“ may it even happen as ye 
say, for we hae seen nae sic guid days sin 
ye left us.” 

“ Thou shalt sec them again, bully Grif¬ 
fy,” said Laurcuce.ijr-“ Hut hold!—what 
hast tliou here in this pottle-pot by the side 
of thy lair ?” 

“ Only,” replied the hostler, “ a soup ale 
to wash tlje stour out o’ my throat, and ^ 
me sleep witliout dreaming.” 

“ It shall do the more knightly service of 
washing ray throat instead of thine, then,” 
said he, as he swallowed the whole at a 

draught.-“ Now get thee gone to my 

nag, and sec that thou dost him all ima¬ 
ginable justice, for he is a horse of price, 
and none of yoiu- common aivers.” 

♦* Never fear,—ye ken of old that I may 
be trusted with a good horse," said the 
hostler, as he slid through a trap-door in¬ 
to the stable below, and left Laurence to 
descend again to the room be had before 
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quitted, and where he now found his mo¬ 
ther, in addition to those he had kft there 
when he went in search of the hostler. Ta¬ 
king, however, no notice of her, he exclaim¬ 
ed, on seeing no preparation for the meal 
he had ordered,— 

“ Why stand ye here all a-gape ? where 
are the viands that were to satisfy my in¬ 
ward cravings ? Fly, I say, instantly, and 
produce your best!—And, I say, my good 
wench,” speaking to her from whom he had 
taken the lamp, “ heap up that fire with 
wood, and make it burn quickly ; and, look 
ye, draw that small table in the corner near¬ 
er to it, and there let the vivers be placed. 
And, hark yc, good myrmidons, henceforth 
know me for the owner of this hostel, and 
your master, and for one who is determined 
to be obeyed as such. And you. Master 
Drawer, Pantler, Tapster, or whatever thou 
callest thyself, bring forth some of your best 
wines, not forgetting the emperor of all, the 
cup of brandy-wine, fittest beverage for such 
nights as these.” 
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While the domestics flew to obey him, 
not daring to do otherwise, he walked up to 
where our hostess stood in silent amazement, 
not being at first able to determine whether 
he was or was not her long-lost son. There 
was a something 1n his voice and manner 
that irresistibly fixed her gaze upon him; 
but his altered appearance, and his ruffiMi. 
ly air, seemed to make her feel an instinc¬ 
tive dread of hearing him avow his relation¬ 
ship. 

“ And now, my lady mother,” said he, 
dropping o!i his knees before her with a look 
of mock reverence, “ here is your dutiful 
son come to claim his patrimony, and your 
blessing on him and it.” 

“ Alas !” said his mother, bursting into 
tears, “ and how have ye returned to me, 
Laurence, after being sae lang mourned for? 
—^get up, for shame ! and mock me not wi’ 
this show of duty, .when ye have already 
defied me to my face, by declaring this 
house thine, and thyself master over my 
servants 
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At this moment a voice sounded from 
the opposite side of a large oaken table 
which stood in the midst of the apartment 
—“ And know, young man,” it said, “ that 
I am thy father, and will compel thy duty 
to thy mother; for, doth not the scripture 
say, ‘ the Lord hatli confirmed the authori¬ 
ty of the mother over her sons ?’ ” 

Laurence started on his feet, and faced 
the utterer of this speech, whose person was 
closely wrapped in a sheet, that he had 
drami from bis bed to cover him, while he 
listened within the open door of his own 
chamber to what was passing in tlie hall. 
Being induced to this by the report of the 
boy, in which, though it had raised his 
wife from her bed, he apprehended nothing 
more than the act of a wilful traveller, who 
wal determined to make good his quarters 
f« the night; he therefore did not appear 
till provoked by hearing Laurence style 
himself master of the house; when he sal¬ 
lied forth, equipped in his sheet, as we have 
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said, and was further moved to make him- 
self known, by the declaration of his son- 
in-law, that he was come to claim his patri¬ 
mony. 

\\''c have said that Laurence stood op¬ 
posite to our host, whom affecting to mis¬ 
take for an ap])arition,—“ Thou my father!” 
said lu’—“ lying spirit, avaunt thee for a 
bungling fiend !—thou hast not even taken 
his resemblance to cheat me withal! But 
methinks thou hast stolen his winding- 
sheet, and I may use so much freedom as 
to put mine own mark upon it.” So say¬ 
ing, he drew a pistol from his belt in the 
twinkling of an eye, cocked it, and fired in 
the direction of our terrified host, being 
careful, however, so to take his aim at the 
under part of tlie gallery that ran round 
the room, as not to injure him. It was, 
iiowever, doubtful whether this was a need¬ 
ful precaution or not; for our host, not al¬ 
together liking the disi)lacing of the pis¬ 
tol, had, at the instant of his firing, taken 
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the protection of the table, by ensconcing 
himself under it. 

The scene of confusion which ensued on 
the report of the pistol cannot easily be 
described. The bullet had entered the gal¬ 
lery near to the apartment of the Abbess, 
whose appearance above in the gallery in¬ 
stantly followed the piercing shriek which 
she uttered, as she sprung from her bed 
with all the agility of a girl of sixteen. 
At the same moment other doors opened, 
and several people, who had been guests for 
the night, rushed out of their chambers to 
demand the occasion of this outrage, which 
no one seemed capable of explaining except 
the person who had committed it, and who 
stood apparently enjoying the uproar he 
had occasioned, with a countenance in which 
the mostmischievdus expression was mingled 
with triumphant mirth, while, totally re¬ 
gardless of the commotion around him, he 
employed himself in deliberately reloading 
the pistol he had fired, and replacing it in 
his belt; nor did he appear even to heur 
10 
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the Icn{![thcncd sobs of his mother, whom he 
had frightened into a fit of hysterics, but, 
addressing the people, who were clamorous 
for an explanation,— 

“ Peace, my masters!” he said; “ and, 
trust me, none of you are in any danger 
from my weapons ; nay, on the contrary, I 
think it probable that I have this night 
preserved you all from becoming the prey 
of the foul fiend, and descending with him 
to Tophet, and that by means of this very 
pistol which hath so much alarmed you— 
Nay, look not incredulous, my friends, for 
I swear that there he stood, wrapt in grave- 
clothes, and calling himself the apparition 
of my father, who was owner of this house, 
and hath been several years dead. Now, 
judge, my masters, between me and this 
cowardly spirit, who vanished at the first 
flash of the pan, whether I, who have but 
this night returned, after an absence of six 
years, was to allow myself to be bravpd in 
mine own house by this malicious devil, 

VOL. I F 
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who hath taken possession of it in my ab¬ 
sence, and whose wish, it appeareth to me, 
was to terrify me from claiming my just 
and lawful property, foreseeing, no doubt, 
that a man of my kidney was not likely to 
submit quietly to the pranks he hath been 
in the practice of amusing himselfwithal;— 
such as, excluding night-travellers from the 
convenience of this inn, much to the detri¬ 
ment of its good fame, and the prejudice of 
its owner’s profit.* It hath also been his 
custom, it would appear, to be seen at times 
under this roof as a tun-bellied host, not 
acting, however, as bccometh the character 
he assumeth, but avoiding to welcome his 
guests, as in duty bound. And, still more 
strange to relate, he cometh at other times 
in the shape of a reformed minister, with 
cloak and band, and taketh upon him to 
quote scripture—nay, hath been heard to 
imitate psalm-singing, making a droning 
aort of noise, no doubt in derision of those 
pious Presbyterians, who, having discovered 
the sinfulness of praising their Maker with 
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melody, have banished all harmony from 
their worship.” 

“ Now, out upon thee, sacrilegious mon¬ 
ster !” exclaimed mine host, as he ro.se from 
under the table, “ dost revile my sacred 
office, with thy gibes and jeers ?” 

“ Hark ! I bear again the voice of the 
evil one; and, if mine eyes derive me not,” 
said Ijaurcncc, “ I jwreeive the fiend rising 
like a white mist, in the very spot where 
he appeared before.—Nay, then, I must 
again apply mine e.xorcist." And he laid 
his hand upon the pistol, which was, how¬ 
ever, arrested in the act of drawing it forth, 
by the strong arm of a guest, who, having 
issued from a door at his back, bad stood 
unperccivt'd behind him during his extra- 
erdinary harangue. At this act of coerci<m 
he turned quickly round, with the fire leap¬ 
ing from his fierce and deeply-set black eyes. 
No sooner, however, did he encounter the 
glance of the .Jesuit, than he bui^t into a 
most obstreperous and uncontrollable fit 
of laugljia;, in which, contrary to his cau- 
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tious habit of regulating every word, look, 
and movement by that crafty policy, which 
ever shunned giving offence to any one, the 
Jesuit heartily joined, especially as he per¬ 
ceived mine host, taking advantage of the 
momentary inattention of his persecutor, 
cautiously moving off toward his cham¬ 
ber, like a fox stealing from cover, and at 
the same time keeping his eye fixed upon 
I^aurence, whom he began to imagine in a 
state of derangement. He therefore retreat¬ 
ed with all possible expedition, and having 
gained his sleeping apartment, bolted and 
barricadoed the door within, leaving those 
on the outside to settle the matter with the 
supposed maniac as they best might, while 
he disencumbered himself of the sheet, and 
began to grope about for his ordinary ap¬ 
parel, not daring to attempt to procure a 
light to direct him in his search, or,to go 
to bed again, lest some attack should be 
made upon him while in that defenceless 
atate. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


I’atiem t, I pniy you ;—'tWas a fault unwilling— 

. . . .— to-inorrow't shall be mended. 

SllAliSl'J.AnK. 


laAURKNCE bad no sooner recovered from 
the fit of merriment in which he had in¬ 
dulged, on perceiving that the Jesuit had 
l)ecu witncs.s to the strange scene recorded 
in the last chapter, than he exclaimed— 
“ \\ hat, my friend !—thou hast then fol¬ 
lowed my directions, and discovered the 
Hostel of Ixirctto, where I make thee most 
hcartijy welcome ; and the rather, that thou 
hast arrived in time to see me banish to the 
Red Sea that unwieldy apparition—that 
hyi>ocritical craven, who, taking advantage 
uf '"y jihtviK*" hath married himself to my 
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^ock and steeding, my house ganiiture, and 
mine ale and wine-butts.” 

“ Nay, cease thy vociferation,” said the 
Jesuit—“ thou art surely beside thyself!— 
I never saw thee in so wild a humour. 
And, credit me,” he continued, lowering 
his voice, so as only to be heard by him he 
was addressing, “ if you persist in this mad¬ 
ness, your hopes of emolument from me are 
like to vanish into smoke. I beseech thee, 
therefore, give over these wilful pranks, and 
be mlctl into somewhat more sober seem¬ 
ing. I have much to inform thee of; but, 
if thou dost not put a curb upon thy folly, 
how thinkest thou any wise man will com¬ 
mit to thee the management of aught in 
which discretion is required ?” 

“ Now, on my soul, ye know not the pro¬ 
vocation !” replied Laurence.—“ Here came 
I to-night, hungry and weary with the 
day’s hard travel, and find the door of mine 
own house barred against me, and am com¬ 
manded by a devil’s sucking imp to get me 
gon^ because it was untimeoua Issijrs, feer- 
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sooth, to break upon tlie slumbers of the 
godly host!—but 1 will so firk him, that 
he shall speedily be fain to slumber some¬ 
where els&!” 

“ What! ’ said the Jesuit, “ beginniug 
again!—Hut I have warned you, for your 
own interest,—if you profit not, the fault 
is none of mine—But, look ye, here is ear¬ 
nest,”—shewing him a purse half filled with 
gold,—“ that, if we act well our part, for¬ 
tune will j)crfonn hers to our satisfaction. 
And I advise thee once more, now that the 
object of thy dislike hath withdrawn at thy 
bidding, to trouble thyself no more about 
him, at least for this night, but console your 
poor mother, who sitteth yonder, scarce re¬ 
covered from the swoon into which your 
violence liath tlwown her; and when thou 
hast done so, lay* aside your weapons, and eat 
your ^supper, which is prepared yonder by 
the fire.” 

“ B^hrew my heart, hut thou speakest 
wisely, and enforcest thine argument most 
pithily,” sG^umed he; “ for the gold and 
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the viands are with me, by my faith, most 
necessary commodities, for this pocket lack- 
eth even a coin to play at cross-and-pile 
withal, and my very inward bowels croak 
like a nest of young ravens!—therefore, 
good seignor, I am thuie to command.— 
Mother,” said he, advancing to the bench 
on which she sat, leaning he* head against 
the wall, “ I am come to comfort thee, see¬ 
ing I am sorry thou hast been so much af¬ 
frighted, notwithstanding thou hast com¬ 
forted thyself, much to my discomfort, in 
putting this holy caitiff in the place of my 
late worshipful father, whom God rest, 
who would never have deprived me of ray 
birth-right, although somewhat displeased 
at my leaving him without his consent, 
and more especially, mayhap, at my making 
his purse of mole-skin the companion of my 
journey. But what then?—I was not the first 
lad of spirit that had hankered after foreign 
countries; and for the matter of tlii gold, 
he was too reasonable not to acknowledge 
that there was no travelling witjicut 
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Therefore, I pray you leave off groaning so 
piteously, and thou shalt find me hence¬ 
forth a dutifid son, provided Master Priest 
meddlcth not in my matters, and doth not 
again presume to.call himself my father. 
And look ye, mother,” continued he, imi¬ 
tating the action of counting money with 
his right hand into the left, “ you must he 
liberal—you must disburse, understand me ; 
for I have/;ertain knowledge that this hos¬ 
tel is a good concern, and if I go not snacks. 
I projdiccy it will soon become mine own 
altogether. Ponder on this, good mother ; 
—and thou hadst best, as I think, betake 
thee to thy beil, for thou lookest wondrous 
cold^ and shakest as though thou hadst seen 
a ghost in very deed.” 

“*No\v, God be merciful unto me!” re¬ 
turned his mother, as she rose to depart 
from ^the public room—“ is it matter o’ 
wond<!irmcut, think ye, that I should quake 
at bcliNding mine ain proper son turned 
bully and man-queller ? and that I should 
hac a iuuEMvfu’ heart at hearing an honest 
1 2 
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and reverend man, who is a mense to us a’, 
basely reviled, because he hath ta’en part 
in my joys and my sorrows, when I was for¬ 
saken by thee, and had nanc else to solace 
me?” 

“ I tell thee, mother, thou knowest my 
mind—it is fixed and unalterable,” said 
Laurence; “ therefore, I wish thee good 
•rest, and a clear understanding of thine 
own interest.—But harkce,” continued he, 
as she was moving toward her own cham¬ 
ber, " now I think on’t, thou badst best 
give me what ready cash thou hast, for mine 
occasions press, seeing my pockets are bare, 
and that my Lord of Gowrie oweth me no 
remuneration at this present.” 

“ My Lord of Gowrie!” repeated bis 
mother; " why, I was informed by’ the 
Master of Ruthven that ye had lang since 
left his service!” 

“ True; but it is also as true tfajd; I re¬ 
turned to his service, and that I aJn more 
in ftvour than my fellow knaves, as that 

this night passed Urrough thkrteVn, al- 
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lowing njc to remain here till to-morrow 
morning.” 

“ I marvel raucklc,” replied his mother, 
“ that sae wise and glide a young lord, for 
so the hruit of him runneth, should main¬ 
tain in his sendee one who appeareth to 
have profitwl sae little by his ensamplc.” 

“ Nay now, mother, thou knowest me 
not,” said Ijsurcncc ; “ assure thyself I am- 
as sober a lad as any Presbyterian of them 
all, barring when the wine flask and 1 get 
too intimate, or when I am contradicU'd; 
for thou mayest remember, that of old 1 
never could bear contradiction. Ilut thou 
hast answered nothing in respect of the 
cash ; go, tlicrefore, in searcli of thy money¬ 
bags, while I satisfy mine hunger.” 

Upon the faith o a Christian woman, 
then,” sa,id his mother, " there is not sac 
mu(^ic as a cross within these doors, see¬ 
ing Iwhave this very night paid Deacon 
Bull-cVavcr his charges for furnishing us 
some jnonths liy-past wi’ flesh ; but take 
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grace to thyscl, and yc shaU not want 
such supply as in reason ye can desire.” 

“ Well, on these conditions, I am paci¬ 
fied,” said he; “ only remember, that I shall 
return in a few days to claim thy promise ; 
in the meantime, farewell.”—And he strode 
off, without giving time for reply, to the 
table on which his meal was placed, and 
\^^crc he found his friend already seated. 
Observing, however, that some of the guests 
and servants still remained, in expectation, 
most probably, of andther brawl,- 

“ My masters,” said he to the guests, 
“ I pray you betake yourselves to your pil¬ 
lows incontinently, for the play is played 
out, and there will be no more sport, inas¬ 
much as the old brock hath gone to ground; 
and as for you, ye lick-platter rascals,,” cvon- 
tinued he to the menials, “ slink off';—^put 
hold!—what have we here ?—the stale triek 
of a cold quarter of lamb, with the ta^ of a 
kid craftily appended to it, making i^pppear 
what it is not!—fy upon such knavery«.which 
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satisficth the eye, and disappointetk the pa¬ 
late !—And what is this ?—so f”—tasting a 
small flask—this brandy-wine is passable 
and a])plying his lips in the same way to a 
larger flask—this claret is of the right 
smack!—somewhat cold and weak for the 
weather, but his auxiliary here shall qualify 
him.—So now leave us, varlets!—and, dost 
hear ?—tell (Jriff’Hostler to have my hoise 
saddled by seven hours to-morrow, for so ear¬ 
ly I must ride.—And now that time serves," 
said he, addressing the .fesuit as soon as 
the room was cleared of the serv’ants, and 
speaking between each mouthful as be swal¬ 
lowed his supper, “ how fareth it with thine 
ancient charge, thy kinswoman ? is she 
also* lodged under this roof ?—and thy 
havJk—thy bird of birds, who is to lay the 
golacn eggs ?—come, discourse jjnto me 
conwning these matters ; but, more espe- 
dallyVlet me understand how ml..e interest 
stands sfFected in that purse, with which 
thou ^st even now becalm mine angry 
humofei?". 
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“ That purse is thine, with its contents,” 
replied the Jesuit, handing it over to him, 
“ and contains no less than twenty-five 
rose-nobles—so much for the assistance thou 
hast already given me ; and this is but an 
earnest of thy recompense, provided we ac¬ 
complish the purpose for which I.and the 
companion of my journey arc here; but 
bfar in mind the demeanour which is neces¬ 
sary on your part, and believe not that I 
can continue to shower gold upon you, if 
your conduct becomes not more circumspect 
than thou hast this night given example of. 
The Abbess is nowin this hostel, and, alarm¬ 
ed beyond all caution by your inconsiderate 
folly, stood during the affray in that corri¬ 
dor, invoking the tutelar saint of her Con¬ 
vent and the holy Virgin, with such ibud 
and earnest supplication, that nothingibut 
the babble of tongues below, and the affright 
of the people themselves, prevented ftheir 
making such remarks as must hav^^ given 
grounds for very troublesome suspicions. 
Fortunately, however, I had notj;(!t.’fed to 
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repose when you first sallied into the house, 
and recognizing your voice, entered this 
apartment in time to catch her eye, and give 
her a most earnest signal of silence, before 
the alarm liad sufficiently subsided to adnait 
of her being attended to; you therefore may 
perceive the consequences in which this 
wild folly of yours had nearly involved U8.’l 
“ A plague on that tempting draughfSr 
stout ale that stootl so invitingly by the 
hostler’s bed-side !” said I>aurcnee; “ which, 
taken into my empty stomach, ascended me 
into the brain, and prompted so forcibly 
my w'ish of terrifying that old hyj)ocritc;— 
but I am schooled—1 am edified, and will 
forswear all stich misdemcanoun for the 
futAre.—and thou knowest I can be firm 
wh^u I list." 

And without tliat knowledge on my 
partV friend, thou also knowest,” replied 
the lesuit, “ that thou hadst not now 
Ijeen Wre, or, in all probability, alive at 
this moment, and roost assuredly not trust¬ 
ed in3sPs.?ffiur of such perilous consequence. 
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as that wherein I have pledged myself to 
him in whose power it lies to requite us with 
principalities, could we do aught to deserve 
such reward.” 

“ I would that I knew w’hat sort of ser¬ 
vice would send a principality my way,” 
said Laurence, “ and I’ll promise you I 
would not be too scrupulous in the method 
of earning it.” 

“ I speak, nevertheless, of possibilities,” 
said the Jesuit; “ for there is no saying how 
far we may recommend ourselves to further 
notice, if we first bring to pass, with regard to 
tins girl, what our employers are so anxious 
to accomplish ; and we have already made 
a fair beginning, as thou shall hear.” 

He then faithfully related all that «ad 
passed since his landing in Scotland, kx- 
ceptiug, that in describing his inter^tew' 
with the King, he did not mention the fa¬ 
bricated talc by which he had impostd on 
his Majesty, but left Laurence to 5 appose 
he owed his success entirely to old iJeron- 
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sliaw and the merits of the falcon, and that 
the gold was given as a recompense for the 
latter. 

It may not be improper to inform the 
reader, before proceeding farther, of the cir¬ 
cumstances which introduced the Jesuit and 
Laurence to the knowledge of each other, 
for which jmrpose it will be necessary to 
give a short history of the latter, during 
the six years he had passcHl abroad. It is 
already known that he attended the hiarl 
of (iowrio, who went at the ago of seven¬ 
teen, accompanied by his brother, the Mas¬ 
ter of Ruthven, to I’adua, to complete his 
education, and where many causes com- 
binctl to make his master regard him with a 
favourable eye. lie was about his own 
ageJ—of a shrewd comprehension, and a 
chewful temper,—zealous and diligent in 
his aXtendance, and had with so much ear¬ 
nestness volunteered to follow him abroad, 
that tb\ man must have been of a disjrosi- 
tion diametrically oppo.sitc to that of the 
youthyd iKarl, who could have refused to 
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reward his services by distinguishing kind¬ 
ness. But, perhaps, what weighed with 
the Earl still more than the qualifications 
we have mentioned, was his being his coun¬ 
tryman. For whosoever hath jounieyed far 
from home, knows full well the value which 
the mind attaches to the most unimportant 
persons or things when assoeiated with that 
place so dear to memory—that territory of 
the heart, which possesses, for fond fancy, a 
•charm never attached to any other spot. 

The Earl and his brother left Scotland 
with only three attendants ; Laurence and 
another young man, who were their body 
sen-ants, and a judicious old man, who was 
foster-father to the Earl, and who accom¬ 
panied him from motives of love, and^as a 
sort of sedative, furnished by the youn^ no¬ 
blemen’s anxious and affectionate mother, 
to operate in some measure on the bujyant 
spirits of themselves and their attendants; 
and who having sensed the late Eurl long 
and faithfully, was destined to be cimptrol- 
ler of his sons’ household while alaa<u , where 
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they were to hire what other servants were 
necessary'. 

Laurence remained nearly two years with 
the Karl of Gowrie ; when forming a tran¬ 
sient attacliment to a young woman in the 
service of a Spanisli family of distinction 
tlicn at I’adua, he engaged himself in the 
scnice of her master, and went with |jim 
to Spain, wliere, losing the moral advan¬ 
tages he had enjoyed in the well-regulated 
household of the Earl, under the eye of old 
Adam, already mentioned, as the superin- 
tendant of the domestics, he Iwcamc dissi¬ 
pated juid licentious, and having frequent¬ 
ly clianged his masters during three years 
that he continuixl in Spain, he associatetl 
liinfcclf with the most abandoned of Ins 
speiies, and* was at length lodged in the 
Iiujbisition, on a diargc of aggravated he¬ 
resy* in having sacrilegiously turned into 
ridiewe the modes and forms of the Catho¬ 
lic wonhip. 

It w»8 at this time, that, sanctioned by 
the lyJTC, the Jesuit was engaged in exa- 
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mining the prisons of the Inquisition in 
several of the continental countries, in quest 
of such daring spirits as were expected to 
prove useful in carrying into execution 
those plots and conspiracies, framed by the 
Society of which he was a member, and in 
which they so frequently at that period en¬ 
gaged ; and being forcibly struck with the 
courage and constancy with which Lau¬ 
rence endured the tortures inflicted upon 
him, he learned from him his history; when 
it immediately occurred to him, that, in 
becoming reinstated in the service of the 
Earl of Gowrie, he might prove of essential 
service to him, by becoming a spy upon his 
master’s actions. He therefore offered to 
liberate him, on his promising fidelity to 
himself, and on condition of hfs renouncing 
the reformed religion for that of Ildme. 
To the former of these proposals, lii an¬ 
nexed the prospect of munificent retvard ; 
and the latter, being a matter of Uo little 
moment to occasion any hesitation in a 
mind totally divested of reIigioua.se, uples. 
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lie was, in consequence of his acquiescence, 
imractliatcly emancipated from liis perilous 
situation. 

No sooner was he at liberty, than the 
.lesuit, furnishing him with money, sent 
him into Norway (which was at that pe¬ 
riod the country most famed for good hawks) 
in search of a falcon, of the rarest and most 
valuable kind. Laurence was indefatiga¬ 
ble in the accomplishment of his commis¬ 
sion ; and, by means of a high bribe, ob¬ 
tained from one of the King of Denmark’s 
falconers, who went annually into Norway, 
to make a selection from the most valuable 
kinds, the white gyr-falcon, already so often 
meutionwl; and w hich the Jesuit no sooner 
got i|to his possession, than he delivered 
to a M^ilful falconer, to complete its train¬ 
ing ; while he set himself to acquire a tho¬ 
rough 'knowledge of wrxKlcraft, in which he 
soon became a jiroficient. 

Meanwhile, Laurence, acting by the Je¬ 
suit's diptetions, rctnmctl to the Earl of 
(iowric,y,|ien residing atClcncva; and feign- 
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ing the greatest attachment to him, and 
the deepest contrition for having left his 
service, he found it no difficult task to pre¬ 
vail on him to receive him again into his 
employment; especially as the Earl was 
then on the eve of returning to Scotland, 
and did not intend carrying with him any 
of his foreign domestics. 

The Jesuit, about this time, ha.stencd to 
Rome; and taking the Abbess under his 
protection, travelled through Germany, and 
embarked in a vessel from the Texel, bound 
for the port of Eeith, a few' miles short of 
which place, they were safely landed in the 
commencement of this story; and where, 
according to the dircctionof Laurence, whom 
the .Tesuit had made acquainted wit^i the 
jrarticulars of his mission to Scotland, in as 
far as it concerned the Abbess atq, her 
niece, it was his intention to have iij.iuircd 
for the Hostel of Loretto, had he i),ot been 
imme<liatcly directed to it by tj',c fisher¬ 
man ; intending to take up his abqdc there, 
tuatil the arrival of his colleague, who had 
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agreed to introduce him to old Heron- 
shaw, and who was now attending the Earl 
through France and England, on his way 
to Scotland ; where, as the foregoing rela¬ 
tion has already conducted him, we sl^all 
now again follow, with alacrity, the course 
of our 8tor>’. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Vair KS the first tlial fell of ■\vo!uarikmil» 

Wlu'Ti on (hat dread yet lovely seriienf sniiliiifi. 
Whose inuiite tlicn was sfaiiip’d upon her mind— 

Hut tmee iK'fruiled—and ever more he^oiilmg; 
Dazzling-, as tlnit, oh! too tr.mscenJem vision, 

'I’o jJorrow’s phantom-]>eopleil slumher given ; 

When heart meets heart again, tii dream'* IClysian, 
i\nd paints the lo.^t on eaitli revived in Heaven ; 

Soft, as the nieinttry (»t buried Une ; 

Vare, aa the nrayerMlneh <duldh:.utl wafts above. 

Was siic . 

ih'IiON. 


The Earl of Ciowrii- having alrcaclv had 
a private interview witli liis brothet and 
Kistcr, who were then, as we have sai 1, in 
attciulaiict- on tlio King and Queen, was. 
on the second day of his arrival in^ Edin¬ 
burgh, accompanied by his hrother-in-law, 
the Duke of I.ennox, usliercd ’nto the 
autliencc-chainber at Ilolyrood, th.ongli a 
1 " 
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crowd of courtiers ; to most of whom tlie 
Master of Ruthven, proud of liis accom¬ 
plished brother, cxidtingly introduced him; 
and as he passed through a long fdc of 
lords, kniglits, and gentlemen, it might 
have caiised much amusing speculation in 
an acute and unconcerned spectator, to have 
witnessed the diU'erence of feeling mani¬ 
fested in tlie several countenances of tlie 
courtlv throng, as the name of the yoimg 
I'iarl was buzzed tlirougli the ranks of tlwf’ 
antiehamber. A few of the old nobles 
greeted him with that deep interest, with 
vliieh it was natural to regard the repre- 
'ent;iti’,o of his father, who liad been their 
ancient colleague : and who, although they 
iiat! |se]iarated tlicinsehes from him in his 
inislj)rtunes, yet bore Ids disastrous, and 
wha> tliey considered, liis unmerited fate, 
tfe h in tlicir memories. Wddle the eyes 
of tliese grisly warriors wandered in exa¬ 
mination over liis athletic and manly fi- 
g'are, as if looking for tlie promise of those 
' or. I (; 
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“ thcwcs and sincAVs ’ vvliich Averc to fit him 
for future AA’arlike service, tliosc who had 
been of the faction of liis father's enemies, 
marked the fire and dignity of his eye, and 
shrunk from his gaze Avith an involuntary 
dread of retribution. iVnd ever and anon 
miglit be detected tlie prying glance of 
some young gallant, taking ample note of 
the foreign fashion and materials of his 
doublet, and the cut and air of his ruff; 
Avhile the more estimable among the young 
nobility, pressed eagi'ily forward to secure 
an introduction, l)eh()lding in him a model 
of all that Avas noble and engaging, on Avhich 
to fonn their oavii manners and bearing. 

But hoAvever diversified tlie feelings of 
the spectators, Ave may Acnture to afirm, 
that never Avas any man a iewed with s^mti- 
mente of more general aj)probation : im¬ 
periously called forth by his grandeur of 
mien, hi.s beauty of person, and a counte¬ 
nance Avhich ajApeared the index of all that 
is exalted, frank, and noble. 
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As the Earl advanced into the room of 
audience, his iMajesty hurried toward him, 
and met him half way, as one whom he dc- 
lightcHl to honour; and as the Earl bent 
liis knee, to do the customary homage to 
royalty, the King himself assisted him to 
rise, by taking his liand, which he familiar¬ 
ly retained in his own for some time, and 
sliook with a cordiality wliich cacli favourite 
in the ])re.scneo felt in his every nerve; be¬ 
holding him possessed of all those outward 
endowments most likely to prepossess and 
fascinate a master, so notoriously the slave 
ol exterior accomplishments ; and their self¬ 
ish fears were considerably increased, when 
tin y observed the unrepressed delight with 
\\l1i141 the King beheld him, and the ar- 
doiu| which accompanied his recommenda¬ 
tion of him to the (^uecn, who, seated im- 
dei a ricli canopy at the u])pcr end of the 
room, and surrounded by her ladies, had 
apparently, from his first entrance into the 
cliajiiber, impatiently awaited the moment 
of ijitroduction. The Earl knelt before Jicr 
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footstool, with all the devotion he consi¬ 
dered due to her sex and rank ; and put 
his lips to the uncommonly white hand 
which she extended towards him, with a 
grace and gallantry which made apparent¬ 
ly the most favourable impression, and call¬ 
ed a blush of pleasure to the checks, and 
lighted up the eyes of his royal mistress 
with animation. 

“ AV c congratulate you. my lord,” said 
the Queen, in a lively tone, “ on your safe 
return to your native country ; and not loss 
do we felicitate ourself on obtaining so gal¬ 
lant an acquisition to our court; which, 
possessing fewer attractions, vve fear, than 
those of France and England, which yoxi 
have just visited, will yet, we trust, be found 
equally impressed with a sense of thc’high 
literary fame your lordship hath acquired, 
and which hath been bonie to us even at 
this distance,—reflecting high honour on 
the Scottish genius.” 

Her Majesty, who prided herself on her 
own literary talents, and therefore lost no 
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()])portiiiiity of shewing that she patronized 
learning, here alluded to the l^arl’s having 
htvn, in the last year of his residence at 
J’adua, elected to the Rector’s chair of that 
university, which he had filled with such 
ability, tliat, as a mark of honour, his coat- 
of-arnis and titles had been hung up in its 
great hall ; the learned members of that 
celebrated college, at the same time, pub¬ 
licly expressing their profound admiration 
of his youthful aj)plication and extraordi¬ 
nary talents. 

d'he Karl Ijowtal low to this flattering 
culogium of the Queen. “ IMy poor pro- 
tensions to commendation have indeed met 
a rich reward in the approbation of your 
Majhsty; who, I hope, will forgive my pre¬ 
sumption," he added, “ when I say, that 
neither in the court of France, nor of Kng- 
lauil, has a display of greater attractions 
met my sight than is now prc.sented on the 
spot where I have the honour to stand.” 

As the Earl said this, he cast a respect¬ 
ful and admiring glance, first on tlie Queen, 
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and then on the ladies by whom she was 
encompassed. 

“ AVhat thinks the Lady Beatrix lluth- 
^ en ?” said the Queen, addressing herself 
to a young lady who stood on the left of 
her chair. “ May we venture to give credit 
to so distinguished a compliment, or must 
we. in our humility, consider it merely a 
s])ccimen of that llattcry which we under¬ 
stand is brought to such refined perfection 
at the court of Elizabeth ; and thus beware 
of trusting to it too implicitly ?” 

“ Nay,” replied the young lady, “ since 
your Majesty docs me the honour to com¬ 
mand my opinion, 1 must confess, that I 
see no reason why our humility should de¬ 
prive us of that which is our undoribted 
right, being fully persuaded of the unim¬ 
peachable veracity of my brother, and feel¬ 
ing every inclination to place unbounded 
confidence in his taste and discernment.” 

And laying her hand at the same time 
on the arm of a girl about eighteen, who 
appeared to be sheltering herself from ob- 
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scrvatioii bcliind lier during this dialogue, 
she drew licr gently forward. “ And here 
is I^ady .iVgnes,” she continued, “ com¬ 
pletely of my opinion ; and so arc many 
others in this eirelc. (as she looked round 
lier witli an arch smile,) though none of 
them will lu' so sincere in confessing a 
hearty belief in their own perfections as 
vour gracious Majesty's spoilt girl.” 

I'lie Lady Agnes shook her head, with a 
half re]iroving glance at her volatile friend, 
wliieh, a.s it shot timidly from beneath the 
long dark fringes of her eyelids, gave an 
irrcsi.‘tiblc fascination to her countenance, 
and drew on her the regards of the Earl of 
Gowric, who thought he had never beheld 
a I)(;ing so femininely lovely. She was 
drc.sscd in a mourning robe, composed of 
black velvet, divested entirely of oniaraent, 
save that tlie sleeves, in compliance with 
li e taste and c.xample of the Queen, were 
looped above the elbow, w ith strings of large 
])earls, of w Inch also her necklace was form¬ 
ed, and tlic band that confined her h&ir. 
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—her height was considerably above the 
middle size, and her figure, though fragile, 
beautifully proportioned,—the sable gar¬ 
ment in which it \vas clothed serving to set 
off' to the utmost advantage (though in truth 
it required it not) the transparent whiteness 
and delicate texture of her skin. The pro¬ 
fuse ringlets of her dark and bright brown 
hair fell over her forehead nearly to her 
eyes, which were of the darkest grey, beam¬ 
ing with a touching softness, which seemed 
to speak some cause of melancholy not yet 
subdued, and gave a sublime expression to 
featureswhich aGrecian statuary would have 
loved to copy. Yet when a smile parted 
her beautiful lips, and radiaiitly lighted up 
her countenance, it evidently but rcctflled 
the expression of youthful hope and chasten¬ 
ed animation most natural to it, and, joined 
with an air of gentle dignity, gave to her 
whole apj)earancc an attraction that formed 
an appeal to every heart, and seemed, by a 
sort of magic, to awaken its best sympathies. 

Such was the interesting young creature 
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on whom the Earl of CJowrie fixed for a space 
his eager gaze, till, conscious of its apparent 
rudeness, and the ardent admiration it cx- 
jn-cssed, he withdrew his regards, and, as if 
by courtly instinct, transferred them to the 
Queen, wlio, no way slow in interpreting the 
language ol' his eyes, liad been regarding 
tlieir expressive glances at her young at¬ 
tendant, with that degree of resentment not 
unusually evinced by a proud and vain wo¬ 
man, when placed in the immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood of superior attractions, which her 
penetration enables her to ])erecive are fully 
appreciated. And, in truth, her ISlajesty’s 
own personal claims to admiration were of 
no mean class, which was now more fully 
rem irked by Ciowrie. 

^iime of Denmark, then about six-and- 
iwemy years of age, was of a conimaiuling 
lieight, and of a handsome, though rather 
large figure, with a complexion of that 
dazzling fairness generally the concomitant 
ot } ellow hair—her large blue eyes were re¬ 
markably clear and animated, and her eye- 
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brows of a shade darker than her hair, de¬ 
licately delineated and much arched, gave 
an expression of grandeur to her high and 
polislied forehead, which was much exposed 
by the manner of parting the hair—her 
mouth was small, and her nose inclining to 
tlic Homan. But although not a feature, 
taken singly, could be censured, (with per¬ 
haps the exception of her cheek-bones, too 
prominent for perfect beauty,) yet the whole 
combination and contour was far from plea¬ 
sing. It was bold and somewhat mascu¬ 
line—traces of vanity and pride lurked in 
every line, and consciousness of superiority 
that rose to haughtiness. 

Her hair, of which she was particularly 
vain, was arranged with scrupulous atten¬ 
tion, and kept from encroaehing on her 
forehead by a circlet of precious stones, 
while the longer tresses of its golden threads 
were, at the back, some of them confined by 
bodkins richly gemmed, and some allowed 
to fall upon her shoulders, which were un¬ 
covered as low as any modern belle could 
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possibly .‘ipprovc; licr arms wore also bare 
considerably above tlic elbows, and orna¬ 
mented with richly wrought and costly 
bracelets, overlooked, however, in the ad¬ 
miration excited by her exquisitely turned 
hands and anus, ol'wliicli the polished sym¬ 
metry was only exceeded by the extreme 
whiteness. 

The attractions of licr figure, however, 
were considerably imijaired by a dress of 
rich rose-coloured taff'ety, ^ich loaded with 
ornaments, dis])osed w ith so little judgment 
as to render them lu avily cumbersome ; for 
her love oi’ splendour and magnificence was 
over more cons]iicuous tlian her good taste. 

No sooner did her Majesty perceive the 
attention of the I.ord (iowrie fixed exclu¬ 
sively on herself, than the displeasure which 
had tinged her liaughty features passed off, 
and her face bi'came again resplendent with 
'^lilcs, 

“ Surclv," said her Majesty, turning and 
addressing the Master of lluthven, who 
stood hehind her chair, “ never were men 
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blessed with such a sister. You hear the 
unbounded credit the I^ady Beatrix has 
just given to the flattering assertions of the 
Earl, your brother; and,” she continued, 
with an air of coquettish ness, and a look of 
favour which but ill accorded with her 
wwrds, “ we hope you are fully aware that 
were you not indebted to her good ofiices, 
you would forfeit our favour ten times in 
the day by your madcap practices.” 

“ Now, Heaven forefond,” replied the 
young gentleman, with that degree of seri¬ 
ousness befitting the occuision, “ that your 
Majesty should ever withdraw- from your 
unworthy slave the light of that counte¬ 
nance, without which he would pine in dark¬ 
ness and sorrow; but though 1 humbly'ac¬ 
knowledge my many delinquencies, if I 
dared to speak it, 1 would say, that, like 
the blessed sun, whose beams nourish into 
luxuriance the worthless weed, so has yoot 
Majesty’s undeserved favour nurturetl that 
happy lightness of spirit which your Ma- 
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jesty has now thought it necessary to re¬ 
prove.” 

“ Nay, good Ruthven,” rcturacd the 
Queen, “ look not so seriously on it, we did 
but jest: and trust our word, that knight- 
errautoss, thy sister, who is ever ready to 
undertake thy cause, has power sufficieirt 
to coinl)at tlie evil ed'ects of all those deeds 
of thoughtlcssuess thou hast yet committed, 
or, I dare believe, ever wilt commit.” 

This sweeping pardon was replied to by 
lluthvcn’s laying his hand on his breast, 
accompanied by a low and grateful obei¬ 
sance. 

At this moment his Majesty, as if inqui¬ 
sitive with regard to what had called forth 
this gesture, and the gratified air with which 
it was accompanied, left a nobleman with 
whom he had been some minutes in conver¬ 
sation, and joined the group at the Queen’s 
ch6ir ; he arrived however loo late, for the 
dialogue had ceased, and the fidgetty impa¬ 
tience of his manner and countenance could 
not escape the most superficial observers, as 
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he looked for explanation first on the Queen, 
and then on lluthvcn ;—lie, however, made 
no inquiries in words, and, after a moment’s 
pause, addressed liimsclf to (lowrie. 

“ Heard yc aught, my Lord,” said he, 
“ from our sister o’ hhigland, o’ the request 
we hae lately made lier to send us a band 
o’ thae merry wags o’ i)iaycrs for which 
her capital is at this present sac famous ?” 

“ I am in sooth the bearer of a message 
on that subject,” said (iowric, “ and crave 
your Majesty’s pardon for not having ere 
this delivered it. The Queen of England 
commanded me to assure your Majesty that 
she is right happy in ha^ ing it in her power 
to contribute to ti c amusement of your Ma¬ 
jesties ; and that a company of comedians 
shall be dispatched toward Edinburgh as 
soon as they can complete their necessary 
equipments.” 

The Queen, passionately fond of puW’c 
exhibitions, heard this with delight. 

“ Know you, my Lord,” said she, “ if 
that same Sbakspeare, the reading of whose 
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plays hath given us so much satisfaction, 
cometh with them ?” 

“In this matter,”rc])lic(l the Earl, “ I can¬ 
not satisfy your Majesty ; his absence, how¬ 
ever, may be tlic less regretted, as his per¬ 
formance falleth so far short of the admi¬ 
rable cliaracters he hath conceived, that the 
(iliost, in his o\mi play of Ilarnlct, is among 
tlie most important of those he enacts.” 
t|! '• 1 have luard.” remarked his Majesty, 
•• that his education was not classical, at 
whilk 1 couldna but admire, baling sup¬ 
posed him a right erudite scholar.” 

•• May I take tlie liberty of inquiring 
whicli of his plays your Majesty most ap¬ 
proves?” said the Ivirl. 

Meihinks," said liis Majesty, fixing 
ins eyes u])on tlie (,Jueen, “ that the hu¬ 
mours o' Pelruchio, and his art in bring- 
ing that high spirited dame o’ his under 
iJfc dominion o’ tliat eontroul sac properly 
set furth in her concluding speech, gied 
us the maist contentment.” 

riie quick blood mounted instantly to 
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the cheeks of the Queen, and she replied 
contemptuously, “ I think very differently; 
the woman only confesseth the slavish weak¬ 
ness of a spirit broken by the brutal force 
of her loscl husband; and we hope there 
are but few such fools.” 

“ Fool will ye her?” said his Majesty 
with vehemence; “ tlicn deil hae me, but 1 
wish a’ the wives in our dominions were 
such, beginning even at the tapmost branch 
o’ the tree.”—Then motioning the Mas¬ 
ter of Ruthven toward him, he took him by 
the arm, and, without waiting her Majes¬ 
ty’s reply, drew him to a considerable dis¬ 
tance, and began to discourse on the time 
and place of the next day’s hunt. 

The Earl of Gowric, meantime, not be¬ 
ing accustomed, like the other courtiers, to 
these royal bickerings, was somewliat as¬ 
tounded with what appeared the evil effects 
of the subject he had unfortunately broaoi*). 
ed, but not liking to discontinue it too 
abruptly, he spoke of the general admira¬ 
tion excited by “ As you Like it,” just then 
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produced from tlic pen of the same author; 
and, at tlic ro([ucst of the Queen, repeated 
some of tlie most beautiful and striking 
parts, wliieh his refined and correct taste, 
joined witli tlie finely modulated tones of 
his voice, rendered a gratification of so dc- 
lightfnl and novel a nature to her Majesty, 
and all around her, that every trace of any 
thing less Imrmonious, p;isscd off from 
their minds. 

But in this courtly circle of admiring 
listeners, none seemed to feel so deeply the 
nature and pathos of the ({notation made 
by the Karl, as the I^ady Agnes Sonicrdale, 
who, no longer reejuiring the hand of licr 
friend Beatrix to draw her forth, fixed her 
eyes with profound attention on the speaker, 
while her own countenance exhibited in its 
varving features how completely she enter¬ 
ed into the spirit of the author, and how 
^enthusiastically sensible she was of the re¬ 
citer’s powers. But no sooner had he ceased 
to sjreak, and had again bent his eyes ex¬ 
clusively on herself, than she shrunk back 
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from the station she occupied, covered with 
confusion for having so far forgotten tlic 
usual reserve of her nature, as to liave ren¬ 
dered herself and her feelings so conspicu¬ 
ous ; while Gowric, unaccustomed to meet 
with such retiring modesty in a court beau¬ 
ty, looked on her witli wonder, and was no 
sooner alone with his brother, than he eager¬ 
ly questioned him concerning ]}cr. 

“ Ah ! my dear brother,” said the Mas¬ 
ter, “ cast not, I beseech you, your admiring 
eyes on that fair damsel, for slic is guarded 
by all the saints iu the Romish calendar, 
who will, without doubt, avenge her upon 
that bold heretic who shall attempt her coy 
little heart.” 

“ You do not mean to ?ay she is a Ro¬ 
manist ?” said the Earl, with an unconscious 
look of dismav. 

“ Even so,” replied the Master, “ and a 
bigotted one too, in as far as the most^-b 
stinatc faith in her own creed goes ; at least 
60 saycth our sister Beatrix, from whom 
cometh my information, and who tells me 



ST JOIIKSTOUN. 


163 


that her faith hath been assailed in vain by 
some ot‘ our most clo(iucnt and zealous di¬ 
vines ; for although tlic very soul of mild¬ 
ness, she exhibits an unparalleled hrmness 
when her belief is attaeked, that distances 
all argument and persuasion.” 

" A\ ho is she ?” demanded Gowrie; “ for 
I have not yet heard her family name.” 

She is the daughter of the late I^ord 
Somcrdale. ” rejilicd his brotlier; “ you must 
ha\ e met witli her uncle, the present Lord, 
at the Court of France, as he is now there.” 

'• I know him well,” replied Gowrie; “ but 
you surprise me. for he is one of the most 
staunch ujdiolders of the reformed kirk.” 

■■ And so was her father,” replied the 
.^Iastcr ; " but the mother of this lady was 
no upholder of the kirk, but a staunch Pa¬ 
pist.” 

,Vh ! then,” returned the Earl, “ she 
Jii^-h imbued the mind of her daughter with 
her own errors ’ How can any man, whose 
understanding is enlightened by the Gospel 
of Truth, be so infatuated as to marry a 
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woman who may thus continue the darkness 
of idolatry in his own offspring ?” 

“ Nay, he must be as blind as the little 
God wlio influences him,” replied tlie gay 
Ruthven ; “ but we all know, or at least 
have heard too much of liis arbitrary power, 
to wonder at a man’s sacrificing every thing 
to her, whose beauty and attractions were 
so unrivalled, as I understand were those of 
Lady Somcrdalc.” 

“ I cannot conceive a more beautiful or 
.attractive being than her daughter,” said 
Cowrie; “ yet I should tliiiik the man 
worse than mad wlio, himself a Protestant, 
could forget all the claims of his faith, and 
make her his wife.” 

“ In sooth,” returned his brother, •* I 
earnestly pray that no temptation of the 
kind may be thrown in my patli, lest I 
should speak less confidently on the sub¬ 
ject ; but thanks to my stars, the I>v}y 
A gnes is too reserved and melancholy a 
damsel to attract my volatile regards ; no ! 
I shall assuredly never fall in love with 
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^Melpomene; it must be some gay Thalia 
that presents the temptation that is to com¬ 
bat my prudence.” 

“ I trust,” said the Earl, seriously, “ that 
though you talk thus lightly, my dear Alex¬ 
ander, vou will be as loath to forfeit your 
character for j)rudcncc as I shall be.—But 
tell me how T>ady .f\gnes Somcrdalc came 
to be selected by the Queen as one of her 
ladies : for in the short time I have yet had 
to study her Majesty’s humour, it appear- 
eth to me that she cannot have acted from 
any great sympathy with the feelings of one 
so serious as you describe her charming at¬ 
tendant.” 

“ No, no,” answered Huthven, “her Ma¬ 
jesty, like myself, is too fond of gaiety to 
have made choice of one who ever seems to 
repel it. But the mother of Lady Agnes, 
you arc to know, having designed her for a 
cWstcr. tried her death-bed influence on her 
husband to persuade him to sanction her 
wish, w hich, however, proved vain ; and just 
Ireforc his own death, which happencfl about 
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six naoiiths past, he itiadc his brotlicv, the 
present Lord, promise to place his daughter 
under the protection of the Queen, to pre¬ 
vent the possibility of her mother’s sister, 
who is Superior of a convent at Rome, from 
getting her into her power, which it seems 
she had attempted even in tlie lifetime of 
her father. He likewise made his brother 
promise, that every expedient should be 
tried lo wean her from her erroneous faith, 
which, as 1 before repeated, hath ))roved 
hitherto fruitless; and now, my dear Clow- 
rie, you have all ti.e infonnation I can gi\ e, 
except that she hath, I think, bewitched 
our sister Beatrix, who, despite their consti¬ 
tutional dissimilarity, vows she never lor ed 
any one so well.” Thus ended the conver¬ 
sation of the brothers; and here we con¬ 
clude this chapter. 
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CFIAl’TKK X. 

H-' • } > t i;Kr a niillificr, 

\mi tr ivr h’- t aii>l iii< hf 

'• .... 'S. Hh:< li < and aiu'ii 

il- i’1,1 i';- ' tw... away 

'I'm; i)c;atty and amiable (juaHtics of 
Lad) Annies Somerdale were of that kind 
wliieli ^ain so much on the lieart and nn- 
dei'^tandin<^ by being fre(|uently eonlenipla- 
ted. tiiat it was no matter of .surirrise, if, 
after tiieii having once made the forcible 
imjtression on the Karl of (iowrie, described' 
in I la last cliajtter, they were unconscious¬ 
ly tlic cause that he Iiecamc domesticated 
ra riie leval circle, where only she was to 
be sem. And the manners of the Scottish 
C'ouit during the period of which wc arc 
writing, placing the nobles, and all the men 
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of family who possessed influence or wealth, 
much more on a footing of social intercourse 
with royalty, than the etiquette of courts 
in tlic present day would sanction, it was 
not remarked as any thing uncommon, that 
the Earl was so frequently an inmate of her 
Majesty’s private apartments, and admitted 
to where she and licr ladies amused them¬ 
selves in various employments. This was a 
comparatively small chamber, in furnishing 
which Anne had given nay to her taste for 
luxury' and magnificence. The walls were 
covered with the richest tapestry from the 
looms of Arras, on which was depicted the 
story of the Captive Chryseis, from the 
Iliad, which was divided into several por¬ 
tions, to suit the compartments formed by 
three ^’^cnetian mirrors. t the upper part 
of this room was plaaal a chair of state, 
surmounted by a canopy of cloth of silver, 
lined with azure satin, long draperies from 
which were upheld by two alabaster Cupids 
standing on pedestals, one on each side of 
the throne, who peeped forth at each other 
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as if playing at hitlc-and-seck in their folds. 
Before the chair stood a table of about three 
feet sqvarc, which came originally from 
Mexico, and was a present to her Majesty 
from the King of Spain, brought over by 
one of those private ambassadors, who, as 
she was ever a firm friend to their master, 
always found fa^our in her sight. It was 
of rich mosaic work, formed of the feathers 
of small birds, extremely valuable on ac¬ 
count of the beauty of their plumage, and 
curiously inlaid round the edge with gold 
and ivory. “ Some Indians,” says a Spa¬ 
nish historian, “ who arc able artists, exe¬ 
cute this sort of work so peHectly, that they 
imitate the best painters of Spain ; and 
what neidier the pencil nor the colours in 
painting can effect, they have done.” This 
table was usually covered with blue satin, 
richly embroidered with a deep border of sil- 
VC- tissue. 'I'o the right and left of the chair, 
at some little distance, were two small re¬ 
cesses containing figures of nymphs, of Ita- 
voi.. I. n 
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liaii sculpture, bearing on their heads sitiall 
tablets, on each of which stood a large 
vase of massy gold, containing powerful per¬ 
fumes, that had been presented at the chris¬ 
tening of Prince Henry, by the amlKissadors 
of the States of Holland. The floor, and 
three steps which raised that part of the 
room on which the chair of state stood, were 
covered with a Persian carpet, of rich and 
vivid colours. Chairs, stools, and tables, 
with innumerable moveable cushions, stuff¬ 
ed with cider down, (incredible quantities 
of which were at that time brought to Den¬ 
mark from the King’s Icelandic dominions,) 
filled up the lower part of this apartment, 
which was also furnished with musical in¬ 
struments. There was likewise a store of 
embroidering-frames, and other implements 
for ladies’ work, by which they found means 
in those days, as well as the present, to be 
laboriously idle. In short, the Queen hacl 
collected in this favourite apartment all that 
could delight the eye, or gratify the senses; 
yet, gorgeous and luxurious as it was, the 
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ponderously heavy cornices, ami the narrow 
windows, with their deep recesses, gave it 
still an jippcarance of gloom. 

It was in this room, into which the Earl of 
Gowric was one day admitted, that he found 
the (^neen, with Agnes, IJeatrix, and his 
brother. The Ladies Agnes and Beatrix 
were engaged at their cnibroidcring-frames 
in separate windows, while her Majesty, 
seated in the chair of state, apjwarcd busily 
employed in arranging some jewels, taken 
from cases that stood on the table before 
her, and to which the Master of Ruthven, 
who had l)ecn excused that day from his 
attendance in the hunting field, in conse¬ 
quence (jf ha^^ng sprained his arm, seemed 
also to be giving his attention. 

Her Majesty raised her head immediate¬ 
ly on the Earl’s entrance—“ Come hither, 
my Lord of Gowrie,” she said, “ and give 
us your assistance. The Master hath been 
directing me how to form a carcanet of 
jewels from our hoards, which shall, from 
the rare qualities contained in each, have 



172 


ST JOHXSTOUN'. 


jwwer to protect us from all imaginable 
evils, and endow us with all manner of vir¬ 
tues—Nay, now,” she continued* “ you 
smile somewhat maliciously, my lord, me- 
thinks as though you doubted the power of 
our gems to accomplish such mar\ cls; but 
we are determined to put our plan in exe¬ 
cution, and, as soon as we have arranged 
these stones, to deliver them to George 
Heriot, our cunning workman, that wc 
may, as soon as possible, become possessed 
of this charmed necklace, expecting it to 
vie with the most famous talisman of the 
East; therefore, no more of those incredu¬ 
lous smiles, I beseech you.” 

“ Your Majesty may rest assured,” said 
the Earl, “ that no one of your faithful 
subjects can more fervently wish that their 
siiells may prove potent to protect your 
Grace from every approach cf calamity. 
Nor am I ignorant of the vast importance 
attached to their qualities, as thus express¬ 
ed by a learned lapidary,— 
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‘ Tliat, by hi'aviiily influence, 
llai'h jireoions pearl anil atone 
Ilaili in his substanee fixeil force 
Ami virtues largely sown.’ " 

“ I’rocced wc then,” said the Queen, who, 
it is more tlian proL ible, partook largely in 
tlic belief of most of the fanciful theories of 
tlie time,— " Proceed we then to finish OUT 
task—I'lii-s is an .agate,—what sayeth the 
Master are its peculiar properties ?” 

“ It is most inestimable,” said Ruthven 
—“ it maketh eloquent, and procureth the 
favour of princes, and also protects him who 
weareth it from dangers of storm and tem¬ 
pest, by sea and land.” 

“ Ah !” said her Majesty, laughing, “ I 
will have sonic of monstrous size procured, 
to bestow upon our consort for behoof of his 
many ambassadors.—And this,” she con¬ 
tinued, taking another stone iBrom one of 
the cases, and holding it up—“ what have 
you to say for this ?” 

“ The hyacinth—for such I think it is,” 
»aid the Master, taking it in his hand— 
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power to protect us from all imaginable 
evils, and endow us with all manner of vir¬ 
tues—Nay, now,” she continued, “ you 
smile somewhat maliciously, my lord, me- 
thiuks as though you doubted the power of 
otir gems to accomplish such marvels ; but 
we are determined to put our plan in exe¬ 
cution, and, as soon as we have arranged 
these stones, to deliver them to George 
Heriot, our cunning workman, that we 
may, as soon as possible, become possessed 
of this charmetl necklace, expecting it to 
vie with the most famous talisman of the 
Fast; therefore, no more of those incredu¬ 
lous smiles, I beseech you.” 

“ Your Majesty may rest assured,” said 
the ]'.arl, “ that no one of your faithful 
subjects can more fervently wish that their 
q)ells may prove potent to protect your 
Grace from every approach cf calamity. 
Nor am I ignorant of the vast importance 
attached to their qualities, as thus express¬ 
ed by a learned lapidary,— 
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■ That, by heavi iiiy influence, 
I'.Hch precioiis pear! and stone 
H.itli in his substance tixetl force 
And virtues larjrely sown.' " 


“ Proceed wc then/’ said the Queen, who, 
it is more tlian proLable, partook largely in 
the lielicf of most of the fanciful theories of 
the time,—“ I'roceed we then to finish our 
task—This is an agate,—what sayetb the 
Master arc its peculiar properties ?” 

*• It is most inestimable,” said Ruthven 
—“ it maketh eloquent, and procureth the 
favour of princes, and also protects him who 
weareth it from dangers of storm and tem¬ 
pest, by sea and land.” 

“ Ah !” said her Majesty, laughing, " I 
will ha\c some of monstrous size procured, 
to bestow upon our consort for behoof of his 
many ambassadors.—And this,” she con¬ 
tinued, taking another stone from one of 
the cases, and holding it up—•“ what have 
you to say for this ?” 

“ The hyacinth—for such I think it is,” 
said the Master, taking it in his hand— 
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“ prevents pestilential infection, and is a 
preservative from poison.” 

“And this 8apphire?”inquired thcQueen, 
after examining and passing several of the 
gems,—“ Come, gooil Rvithven, your task is 
nearly completed, for racthinks this is the 
only stone you have not seen.” 

“ Is your INIaje.sty’s carcanct then of a 
reasonable length ?” said Ruthven. 

“ Why, yes,” replied her Majesty, after 
laying the stones side by side before her ; 
“ but we must assuredly add this for its 
beauty, though its other cjualitics should 
be inferior to those wc have already select¬ 
ed.” 

“ It hath many virtues,” returned the 
blaster ; “ yet,” added he, gaily, “ can your 
Majesty stand in no need of its assistance, 
while those two living sapphires, your Ma¬ 
jesty’s eyes, put to shame the lustre of the 
stone.” 

There was more truth in this speech than 
is usually contained in compliments of the 
kind; for the Queen’s eyes were of that 
beautiful blue, which well warranted the 
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fomparison, hot could the gem exceed them 
in briglitiicss ; and it may well he supposed 
that such appropriate flattery took nothing 
from thcirlustro,—on thecontrary,they dart¬ 
ed such orient beams of favour on the young 
man who had thus vcntnrc'd to eulogize 
them, that his own sunk l)eneath them. The 
Earl felt surprised, and somewhat troubled; 
much of his alann arose from observing the 
free manner in which lluthven dared toad- 
dress the Queen, but more from the en¬ 
couragement she gave him; a still stronger 
instance of which, to his great dismay, he 
was about to witness. 

Anne addressed herself immediately to 
the Earl .—“ Have you ever met, my lord,” 
said she, “ with one more skilled in subter¬ 
fuge than this brother of thine ?—I have 
wearied him to death w ith this same carca- 
iiet, and now, refusing to lend me his as- 
sistanec any longer, he puts me off with a 
compliment to my eyes.— Go,” she con- 
tinne<l, playfidly, to lluthvcn, “ go—we 
cannot be deceived you sec—Yet surely your 
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services deserve some reward.”—And, un¬ 
tying from her neck an embroidered rib¬ 
band, to which a locket was suspended, she 
made a motion for him to stoop; he in¬ 
stantly kneeled, and she fastened it round 
his neck. The movement was instanta¬ 
neous ; and, almost before the Earl could 
]X!rsuade himself that what he had just 
witnessed was no deception of vision, his 
brother had risen, and devoutly kissed the 
ornament thus bestowed. 

If the Earl felt amazed before, he was 
now perfectly lost in astonishment; and 
foreseeing the probable ill effects of such 
thoughtless indications of favour to so young 
a man, whom, as a brother, he tenderly 
loved, he determined to hazard the Queen’s 
displeasure, by urging what partook of the 
nature of a remonstrance. 

“ That young coxcomb, my gracious 
Queen,” said GoNvrie, “ is already nearly in¬ 
sufferable ;—^let me then most humbly en¬ 
treat you to recall tliis most distinguishing 
mark of your royal favour, which, besides 
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increasing his vanity to an extravagant 
})itch, may j»ossibly draw on him the hatred 
of tliosc who conceive themselves more en« 
titled to your gracious consideration.” 

'Fhe Queen looked at the Karl steadily 
for an instant, while her face and neck 
were sulliised with a crimson glow. 

Tlie words of Ciowrie were merely such 
as might have been spoken in that spirit of 
badinage of which she had set the example, 
but the seriousness and air of vexation with 
which they were uttered gave them, to her 
quick perception, the full meaning he wish¬ 
ed tlicm to convey, and she replied more to 
ihe expression of his countenance than to 
his language. 

“ W c perceive, my lord,” she said, 
“ that you kindly mean to act as our moni¬ 
tor ; we will, however, in future spare you 
that trouble, having arrived at what we 
ourself consider the years of discretion.” 

The Earl of Gowric did all that he could 
to make his sentiments appear less legibly 
written in his features, but his strong disap- 
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probation of herconduct was toodeeply seated 
to admit of its being so spcedily«efFaced from 
his countenance, and it was in vain that he 
apologized for his zeal to prevent a shadow 
of blame from being cast upon her conde¬ 
scension. 

If the Master of Ruthveu agrees with 
your lordship,” she said, haughtily, “ in 
considering my gift so very dangerous, he 
has my full permission to destroy it as soon 
as he thinks meet—recall it 1 certainly 
shall not.” ^ 

Ruthven again pressed the locket to his 
lips, and swore solemnly that nothing on 
earth should make him part with it, but 
that, on the contrary, hcwould guard it with 
the last drop of his blood. The vehemence 
of his tone and action, ajul the looks of in¬ 
dignation he darted on his brother for wish¬ 
ing to deprive him of the locket, soothed 
the Queen ; for, delighted with this roman¬ 
tic fervour, which her vanity loved so well, 
she speedily Trained her good humour, and 
turning to the Earl, she said, “ Let all this 
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folly be forgotten; and prithee, Ruthven, 
call hither thy sister, who sits plying her 
needle yonder with as much diligence as 
though slic were the wife of some biirley 
yeoman, and iiad six small children to pro¬ 
vide with warp and woof.—Do, dear Bea¬ 
trix,” she continued, as the sister of Gowrie 
approached, “ take thy lute, and refresh me 
with its melody, for I am weary of these 
men and baubles;” and she pushed pettish¬ 
ly from her the table on which the jewels 
were disjdayed. 

“ Shall we retire,” said the Earl to the 
Master, “ lest we increase the weariness of 
which her Majesty complains?” 

'• Not so, good my lord, if it please you 
to remain,” said her Majesty, somewliat 
sharply ; “ we shall retain you till your sis¬ 
ter's mclotly hath chased away all your dark 
chimeras, and the honey-dew of peace de- 
s< end once more upon your justly troubled 
s])irit” 

ITiis was pronounced in such a satirical 
tone, and accompanied by such an air of 



180 


ST JOHNSTOUX. 


mock gravity, that the Earl could not avoid 
smiling, though inwardly provoked by hei' 
thoughtless levity; he bowed however, iu 
acquiescence. 

“ Go, I beseech you, iny dear brother,” 
said Lady Beatrix to the Earl, “ and warn 
my, friend iignes that I am summoned 
from the race her fair lingers have been 
striving to win with mine for some two 
hours past.” 

“ Recollect, however, my lord,” said the 
Queen, “ we do not require her attendance, 
should she be disposed to continue her em¬ 
ployment.”—For her JMajesty seldom felt 
any wish for the presence of one whose man¬ 
ners w’ere a tacit rebuke to her own. 

The Earl having received this commis¬ 
sion, so congenial to his wish, gladly pro¬ 
ceeded to the foot of the room, where Ag¬ 
nes, enshrined between the splendid cur¬ 
tains, sat in the deep recess of a window, 
intent on arranging the different shades of 
silk, so as to suit the fairy creations of her 
fancy. 
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The Queen, on Cowrie’s departure, fol¬ 
lowed him with a glance, in which there was 
much of admiration, mixed with apparent 
pique. “ Now, for my life, can I not ima¬ 
gine,” said she, addressing Ruthven and 
his sister, ““ what can tempt that noble Earl 
to assume these airs of solemn wisdom.— 
Dost know, my Ileatrix, that he seemed to 
consider it his bounden duty even now to 
reprove our folly for Ixistowing that bauble 
which hangs about the Master’s neck :—we 
ha\ cnot been so schooled, God wot, since first 
we came from Denmark, when Sir James 
Melville was appointed our nursing father 
and keeper by our royal consort, who thought 
his bride too young to go alone; yet, by 
our faith it was a thankless office, and we 
would not advise those who value our good 
grapes to emidatc his homilies.”—And, 
roused by these seemingly unpleasant re- 
ricctions, her eyes flashed resentment as she 
Kjwke. 

Ruthven, whose heart smote him for ha¬ 
ving partaken so much in her feelings to- 
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wards his brother as he had done, could not 
now any longer endure to hear him cen¬ 
sured, and said with energy, but with an 
aspect of the deepest respect,—“ Oh, your 
Majesty knows not my excellent brother, 
and the loyalty of his noble heart toward his 
Queen, and how deeply it will grieve him 
should his offence be remembered by her ! 
Let me therefore entreat your Majesty to 
think of it no more, save as the overflow¬ 
ings of his love toward me, his brother, 
whom he perchance considers as the young 
eaglet, still too weak to look upon the full 
meridian sun, and who, soaring a pitch too 
high, may be dazzled by its brightness, and 
hurled to earth with lacerated wing.” 

“ Gramercy !” said her Majesty, with an 
arch and penetrating smile, “ our wit is 
much too dull of comprehension for tjiese 
bright metaphors, though our womanly in¬ 
stinct hath discovered some sacrifice, intend¬ 
ed to gratify our vanity, and appease our 
kindling wrath;—be it, then, as thou hast 
Bjud” 
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Euthven and Beatrix were both eloquent 
in their thanks; and she proceeded, in high 
gootl humour, “ I prithee, lluthvcn, rou 
move from my sight that odious trinket of 
thine, and never let it meet mine eyes 
again.” 

This could only be done, of course, by 
taking it from his neck, or biding it with¬ 
in his vest; the former he had sworn never 
to do, nor could it have been so rudely dis¬ 
placed, according to the most common rules 
of gallantry. There remained, therefore, 
but one alteniative, and it was immediately 
j)laced next his heart. 

“ J>et me lo.se all but this,” said he, pla- 
ci’ig his liand above it, “ and I shall still 
be rich.” 

“ Hush ! hush !” said the Queen; ** be¬ 
hold your Argus yonder hath turned his 
eyes upon you, wliich, by our faith, we think 
have concentrated in them the powers of 
the whole hundred given to his prototype; 
but I had forgot,” she added with a smile. 
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“ I have done; and now, Beatrix, sing me 
one of my native ballads from ‘ The Kaimpe 
Viser.’ ” 

These were heroic songs, collected by 
order of Anne’s mother, Sophia, Queen of^ 
Denmark, a few years previous to this pe¬ 
riod, and of which she was extremely fond. 
Anne had all her mother’s partiality for 
these wild and romantic legends of anti¬ 
quity, and sat frequently for hours listening 
to them, when sung for her amusement by 
the ladies of her court. 

The Lady Beatrix took her lute, and 
placing a cushion at the Queen’s feet, sat 
down on it, and prepared to begin her song. 
Her purpose was, however, delayed, by the 
entrance of several of her Majesty’s ladies 
in waiting, among whom was the Duchess 
of Lennox, who occasionally attended on 
the Queen at Holyrood, and who, on enter¬ 
ing, said something to Beatrix, which ap¬ 
pearing to occasion her much amusement, 
her Majesty inquired the cause. 
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I was only informing my sister, please 
yonr Majesty,” said the Duchess, “ that I 
have just overheard, as I crossed the great 
gallery, a lover of hers rehearsing some 
verses, in which her name occurred at least 
ten times before he was aware that I was a 
listener; and so wTapt and moon-struck did 
he seem, tliat I fear me, if he is not speedi¬ 
ly cured of this most sore disease, it were 
less than safe to trust him with the cure of 
others.” 

“ Oh !” replied Anne, “ if it is Herbal 
of whom you speak, I declare it nothing 
short of treason against our mirth, to at¬ 
tempt the reformation of that thrice re¬ 
nowned ass; for by this light, since he hath 
entertained this love-sick fancy, he is the 
most amusing fool we ever looked upon; 
and being even now in the humour for such 
pastime, I will have him here upon the in¬ 
stant. Go, lluthven, and tell him we com¬ 
mand his attendance.—Kow,” said Anne, 
“ let not the Lady Beatrix disappoint our 
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frolic; for presumption such as his deserves 
no mercy at her hands ” 

If the look which Beatrix gave her Ma¬ 
jesty in reply to this might be trusted, it 
promised not to spare him, but slie spoke 
not; for at that instant, he entered with 
Ruthven. He was a little man, apparent¬ 
ly near forty, whose yellow meagre face, and 
uncommonly small head, seemed as if by 
some mistake to be placed upon a square- 
built body, that would itself have been no 
way disproportioned to a man a foot and a 
half taller. One of his legs was stout and 
thick, in conformity to the size of his body, 
while the other appeared as if cast in the 
same mould to wliich his head had belong¬ 
ed, for it was thin and shrivelled, and from 
a contraction in the tendons of the heel, 
caused a halt in bis gait. Notwithstanding 
these disadvantages of person, he was dress¬ 
ed in the very extremity of the most absurd 
fashion of the day; and from a certain as¬ 
surance in the gaze of his small black eyes, 
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and the air of outward confidcucc difilised 
over his wliole person, the spectator at once 
felt convinced that he was conscious of no 
defect, but tliat, on the contrary, he was a 
vain man, and valued himself not a little 
on account of some imaginary perfection. 

Now the truth was, that Doctor Hugh 
Herbal, physician in ordinary to his Ma¬ 
jesty, did seriously and solemnly believe, 
that no other man of his day was possessed 
of superior technical knowledge, or equal 
genius and sagacity in detecting the symp¬ 
toms and pointing out the remedies for 
every disease under the sun. Fortunately 
for himself, he had persuaded his Majesty 
to be much of the same opinion, W'hich he 
had accomplished partly by his pedantic 
jargon, and by being possessed of a tho¬ 
rough knowledge of the Latin language—a 
quality which ^hanced his value much in 
the King’s estimation ; yet he was perhaps 
still more beholden to his adroitness, in 
constantly affirming that his royal master 
promoted his health by all those exercises 
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to which he was attached, no matter how 
intemperately pursued; as likewise by his 
commendations of the nutritious qualities 
of those sweet wines, to the use of whicli 
the King was so profusely addicted, and 
which some of his Majesty’s more honest 
physicians had thought it their duty to hint, 
were prejudicial to his constitution. Thus, 
by acquiescing in all the tastes of James, 
who was ever childishly impatient of what¬ 
soever thwarted his inclinations, he became 
so necessary to him, and so much in favour, 
that no one about the court ventured to at¬ 
tack him, save under the patronage of the 
Queen. She seeing through his character, 
and despising it, sometimes drew from his 
peculiarities amusement for herself and her 
attendants, although Ins vanity kept him 
from perceiving it, and made him feel flat¬ 
tered by what he considered lier particular 
notice. 

This person, such as he has been de- 
scribed, now advanced up the room toward 
her ^lajesty, with a simper of conscious 
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satisfaction upon his sallow features; and 
casting an affected glance of admiration to¬ 
ward f^-ajly Beatrix, who had began to play 
and sing, he approached the Queen with 
an liumblc obeisance, who returned it by a 
sliglit inclination of her head, and motion 
of her hand toward the fair songstress, as 
intimating, that she was attending to her, 
and did not choose to be disturbed. Her¬ 
bal. on this sign, withdrew to some distance 
from her person, fixing his eyes on Lady 
Beatrix, while he beat time to her song 
w ith the fingers of one hand, on a splendid 
Ik)x, which contained a costly perfiime, and 
w’hich he held so slightly in the other, as 
to exhibit a beautiful painting in enamel, 
set with brilliants; while his eyes were ever 
and anon cast up with a mawkish affecta¬ 
tion of rapture, which seemed exceedingly 
to delight the spectators. The sound of the 
lute had no sooner ceased, than he addr^s- 
ed I.ady Beatrix in the most florid style 
of compliment; to which she replied, with 
downcast eyes, and a well dissembled ap- 
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pearance of gratification, which raising his 
hopes, would have induced him to continue 
his gallantry, had she not reminded him 
that he had been sent for by her Majesty. 

“ Now, Ruthvcn,” said the Queen, 
“ Herbal shall in our presence ])ronouncc 
upon the injury your arm liath sustained; 
for, Heaveu forgive us, if we have wrong¬ 
fully suspected thee of wishing to raise the 
compassion of our fair ladies, by a strata¬ 
gem which maketh thee so helj)lessly inte¬ 
resting, and also displaycth to such advan¬ 
tage the curious embroidery of that scarf 
that supporteth it uitlial.” 

“ Your Majesty will, I trust, be con¬ 
vinced that you ha^'c done me wrong,” said 
lluthven, “ when Doctor Herbal sliall make 
his report upon my arm.” 

“Meanwhile let me look upon that paint¬ 
ing, good Herbal,” said the Queen, “ which 
thou boldest in thine hand.” 

Doctor Herbal immediately delivered the 
box to her Majesty, with one of those con¬ 
tortions of his boily, which he imagined a 
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gi aceful bow. The miniature on its lid was 
that of an uncommonly Ix'autiful woman, 
in tlic bl^om of youth. After her Majesty 
had looked on it for some time, she called 
on her ladies to admire it, while Herbal 
examine d lluthven’s hand, which appeared 
considerably swelled. 

“ I must be so bold,” said Herbal, “ as 
to remark, that your Majesty’s suspicions 
have, indeed, done the Master of Ruthven 
less than justice; for this has really,” he 
cxiutinued, as he held the wrist on which he 
was about to lecture exposed to view, “ l>ecn 
a severe sj)rain. I'lie extension of the liga¬ 
ments about the carpus is so great, that 
the r.tdius and ntetacarpus are become”*—— 

“ Now, beshrew my heart,” interrupted 
the Queen, “ if thou beginnest with thine 
unintelligible gibberish, it were but lost la- 
Iwur to listen to thee, therefore no more; 
wo tnist thy skill to devise such remedies 
as shall bring relief to the Master.—Mean¬ 
while, I am impatient to learn whose like¬ 
ness this is, that formeth, as we think, the 
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principal adornment of this costly box ; or 
is she but the creature of the painter’s 
fancy ?” 

“ She was no imaginary being, so please 
your Highness,” said Herbal, with an air 
of conscious triumph, “ but one that was 
more beauteous still than she is represented.” 

“ Was !” repeated her Majesty; “ is she 
then dead? or hath the ruthless hand of 
time defaced these matchless features ? But 
I forget me; so young a man as thou could 
not in the latter case have vouched the re¬ 
semblance ; and, perhaps,” she continued as 
she read in his countenance a hypocritical 
expression of sorrow, mingled with what she 
construed into an eagerness to be interro¬ 
gated on the subject,—“ perhaps we ought 
not to question you too closely lest she was 
some lady-love of thine, whose loss you still 
deplore! Speak!—l\'as it so ?” 

“ Gratitude for the good opinion so fair 
a creature deigned to entertain of my un¬ 
worthy self, could not but leave some dreg 
of grief behind, though not exactly of the 
10 
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nature whicli your Majesty hath seemed to 
hint,” replied Herbal. 

“ What!” said the Queen ; while the eyes 
of Herbal being turned on the ground pre¬ 
vented him from obsen ing the look of un¬ 
utterable derision with which she surveyed 
Ills grotesque figure—“ What! you do not 
mean to iin])Iy that you were so cruel as 
not to return the regard of the unfortunate 
beauty ?” 

“ Affection, as your Majesty knoweth,” 
he replied, “ cannot be forced. It was there¬ 
fore no crime of mine if I felt nought but 
respect for one that filled all other hearts 
with love.” 

“ llarbarous savage!” said the Queen, 
affecting the utmost indignation, while the 
laugh she could scarce control slightly con¬ 
vulsed the comers of her mouth, and w'as 
seen dancing in her large blue eyes. “ It is 
probable then that you suffered so sweet a 
creature to die for love of you—-take yoiur 
box, I'cannot pardon thee, or look again 
on it.” 

VOL. I. I 
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“ Nay,” replied Herbal, “ your Majesty is 
too severe upon me; I said not so—the lady 
died—but God forefend her death should 
lie at my door! She was a foreigner, and I 
so young a man when we met abroad, that 
it would have been but madness to have 
thought of marriage; and yet, alas! no 
heart is softer than the one I bear!” And 
laying his hand on his breast, he looked 
conceitedly toward the Lady Beatrix, and 
sighed profoundly. 

The Lady Beatrix turned her head, and 
whispered to the Duchess of Lennox— 
“ Now could I spit at him, did I not hope for 
better revenge.” 

“ Nay, Herbal,” said her Majesty, with 
impenetrable gravity, “ as I hope for peace, 
will I not have these dangerous sighs waft¬ 
ed toward oiu: damsels, lest some one of 
them should share the fate of that poor 
maiden we have just been pitying. There¬ 
fore, I command thee to marry, for thou 
hast not now thy extreme youth to plead ; 
and shouldest thou choose a wife from this 
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fair throng, I promise thee a merry wed¬ 
ding.—IV hat say you, ladies, shall we not 
be gay ?” 

“ Were all these ladies of iny mind,” 
said I.ady Beatrix, “ then would your Ma¬ 
jesty’s considerate care have little to appre¬ 
hend for us from sighs, and such like am¬ 
bassadors of flimsy love as silken knights 
employ.” 

“ CJramcrcy,” replied Anne, with well- 
feigned surprise, “ I pray thee what might 
tlicn suffice ? 

• “ O,” returned the Lady Beatrix, “ I could 
never 'ocstow myself upon the man who only 
proved his love by sighs.” And she conti¬ 
nued, darting a look full of penetrating and 
comic expression at the attentive Herbal, 
“ He who wins my favour must be able to 
coiupier with his sword all othere who con¬ 
tend for it,—he must Ik; perfect in martial 
exercises, and the management of his steed; 
for even his springing on him without as¬ 
sistance from the stirrup, though I confess 
it but a common feat, bath more charm for 
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my heart, than all the sighs that he could 
breathe, although his throat should emulate 
the cave of iEolus.—should like him, too, 
to figure in the grave and graceful dance— 
and he must be a learned man, and if he 
had the genius of a poet to celebrate my 
perfections, so much the better, for then 
would they be handed down to posterity,— 
these are the qualities that I most dearly 
prize, and the only ones that will ever make 
an impression on my affections.” 

Her Majesty was much diverted by this 
list of perfections, many of which were to. 
tally unattainable by Herbal,—and by the 
perplexed air with which he heard them 
'enumerated. 

< “ Now I have said my say,” continued 
the young lady, “ is my determination ap¬ 
proved by your ^Majesty and these ladies?” 

Anne and her ladies acquiesced most 
heartily in her ideas of the proper qualities 
of a lover. And eertes,” said the Queen, 
“ that man were not worthy of your favour, 
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who, being deficient in any of these quali¬ 
fications, set not himself to acquire them.” 

“ Na^', that is for his consideration,” said 
Beatrix; “ but my determination is fixed 
as fate. ’ 

The grimaces that accompanied a low 
bow, made by Herbal at this juncture, to 
Lady Beatrix, so nearly overset the gravity 
of the scene, that one instant more* and 
even the blinded and egregious vanity of 
Herbal must have discovered that he was 
made the butt of the circle; Ruthven, how¬ 
ever, perceived the danger, and having no 
inclination to lose the amusement he still 
expected from this vain coxcomb, pretended 
a sudden pain in his wrist, and craving the 
Queen’s permission for his attendance, took 
him by the arm and hurried him out of the 
apartment. They had no sooner disappear¬ 
ed, than a burst of laughter echoed Uuough 
the room. 

Thou hast performed thy part to a mi¬ 
racle, my girl,” said the Queen to Lady 
Beatrix, “ and bast sent that stupid fool to 
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practise as many absurdities, as a show-man 
teacheth liis ape ; and may heaven increase 
his folly, that so our mirth may jjrofit by 
the occasion!” During this scene, the Earl 
of Cowrie remained standing by the Lady 
Agnes. The conversation which engrossed 
them, and prevented their attending to 
what was passing in the room, shall be re¬ 
corded in the next chapter. 
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CHArTER XL 


(i(K>d Sir John, a.<t you have one eye upon my folliea, tnru 
anotfiiT into tile reijMstcr ol your own, U«t I may pass with a 
reproof tlie etO'ier. 

Shakspeake. 

Tiik I^ady Agnes remained busily em¬ 
ployed with her work, as wc have before 
said, during the whole of the time that the 
scene recorded in the last chapter was pass¬ 
ing. For, taking little interest in the 
scenes of giddy levity, in which the Queen 
delighted, .she was at all times happy in an 
opportunity of escaping from them, that she 
might commune with her own thoughts; 
for, brought up in solitude wth a mother, 
whose delicate health and depressed spirits 
allowed not of her mixing with the world, 
there was in her disposition an almost in- 
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fantinc innocence, joined with a seriousness 
of reflection, a depth of understanding, and 
a firmness of purpose, very uncommon at 
her years. Much of this she owed, per¬ 
haps, to the persecutions on account of her 
religion, which she endured from her‘fa¬ 
ther. Having from this cause never known 
happiness at that early period which nature 
seems to set apart for its enjoyment, if there 
was engendered in her mind any youthful 
tincture of romance, it was that high-mind¬ 
ed heroism which taught her to bear any 
species of misfortune, rather than by sacri¬ 
ficing the slightest duty seek to avoid it. 

A character like hers could not easily be 
developed to those with whom she now as¬ 
sociated ; but Gowrie had penetrated it, for 
it was too congenial to his own to escape 
his 2)erception. His father’s violent death, 
and the broken-hearted recollections of his 
surviving parent—which ever dwelt upon 
the dishonoured grave of her murdered hus¬ 
band, where there was nought to soften the 
pangs of memory—had made an early im- 
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prcssion on his naturally serious disposition 
and feeling heart; and taking from his boy¬ 
hood thp buoyancy of youth, had tinctured 
his mind and habits, as he grew to man¬ 
hood, with a dignity and gravity which 
arc seldom met with in so young a man. 
Agnes appeared to (JowTic so much the be¬ 
ing created for Iiis happiness, that he coidd 
not liel]) secretly indulging a hope, that 
she might one day change that faith, which 
now seemed tlie oiily in sunnountabic bar 
to their union ; for lie perceived, with sa¬ 
tisfaction. the preference which her artless 
manners made it visible she entertained for 
his society, when contrasted with the de¬ 
gree of attention she bestowed on those 
admirers whom her beauty alone attracted. 
.\nd indeed he considered her heart as safe 
fiom the contagion of such love, as if she 
had not possessed one capable of feeling the 
passion. 

Among her lovers, there was, however, 
one, wlio brooked not tamely this indiffer- 
1 2 
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ence, and who already had begun to hate 
the Earl, as one to whom she gave that at¬ 
tention denied to himself. This young man 
was John Rathsay, a cadet of the ancient 
and honourable family of Daldomus, who 
attended on his Majesty as his page. Deep¬ 
ly smitten with the charms of Lady Agnes, 
although a Protestant, he felt no reluctance 
to marry a Catholic; nor, in following the 
headstrong passion with which she had in¬ 
spired him, did he see any thing detrimental 
to the ambition which had hitherto been the 
star by which he steered his course; for she 
was, as well as himself, of an ancient fa¬ 
mily, and the heiress of ample estates. 

Till the arrival of the Earl of Cowrie, 
although his owm attentions had not been 
received in the manner he wished, yet his 
utmost vigilance had not been able to de¬ 
tect, in the slightest instance, any appear¬ 
ance of superior attention tow’ard the other 
candidates for her favour. But now her 
conduct seemed to him to be changed; for 
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no sooner did the Earl appear, than she 
smilctl upon him, and attended to his con¬ 
versation with an apparent sensation of plea¬ 
sure, which he had never observed her dis¬ 
play when addressed by any other man. 
Is or did she shun those little attentions of 
gallantry, wlien offered by. the Earl, which 
she was wont to avoid, when tendere<l by 
himself or others. All these things did he 
narrowly observe, w ith the jaundiced eye of 
jealousy, and construe into “ confirmation 
strong,” that Cowrie was his favoured rival. 
Nor did it cause him slight uneasiness to 
learn, that the Earl was so frequent a guest 
of the Queen, during tho.sc hours when his 
own office obliged him to be in attendance 
on his Majesty. Magnifying the danger to 
himself, from tliesc interviews, and stung 
with her seeming preference of the Earl, it 
was with vexation and rage that he per¬ 
ceived him and liis family, as it were sur¬ 
rounding the tlironc, aud becoming the 
prime objects of favour with a Monarch so 
easily swayed, and with a Queen whose im- 
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perious temper necessarily exercised, over 
her weaker-minded consort, a considerable 
ascendency. Besides all this, he ^beheld, 
with no small touch of envy, the superior 
acquirements of Cowrie, and that elegance 
of manner, which was partly the result of 
natural disposition, and partly of his inter¬ 
course %vith courts and countries in which 
refinement had made a greater progress 
than in Scotland, where the turbulent man¬ 
ners of its nobles had only just begun to 
soften into some degree of civilization ; for 
if the short reign of the unfortunate Mary 
had introduced the more polished manners 
and customs of France, they were quickly 
forgotten in the fierce contests to which her 
rcigu had given rise ; nor did they proba¬ 
bly ever extend far beyond the limits of her 
own immediate presence. 

Thus the Earl of CouTie was a bright 
and solitary star in that horizon, which was 
.still overclouded by barbarism; nor was 
there any one of all the lesser host likely to 
arise in competition with him, except his 
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brother, the Master of Ruthven, whose vo¬ 
latile, though noble, brave, and generous 
mind, vps daily modelling itself by almost 
imperceptible degrees on that of the Earl, 
who appeared to him to have attained the 
summit of humau perfection. Naturally 
proud, fierce, and ambitious, llathsay thus 
beheld his path crossed by one who seemed, 
almost witliout an effort, to be in a fair 
way of reaping all those advantages which 
it had cost him so much pains and forecast 
to contrive the means of possessing; and 
bis haughty spirit rebelled at the prospect. 
His office, which made him a constant at¬ 
tendant on the King’s person, gave him, 
howcccr. one advantage over his rival—in 
tlic constant possession of his car; which 
circumstance he determined to turn to his 
own advantage, l)y endeavouring, as far as 
in him lay, to possess his Majesty with the 
same dislike of (fowric which he felt him¬ 
self. 

•Meanwhile the Karl, strong in the rcc- 
tmidc of his own principles, never so much 
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as harboured the most distant idea, that he 
was the object of aversion, not only to Rath- 
say, but to many others, who deemed that 
he might be the ultimate cause of hiding 
from them the beams of Majesty,—held on 
his upright coiurse, nor troubled himself to 
conjecture what might be the sentiments 
which his own superior advantages had given 
rise to in those around him. Agnes was, 
however, more quick-sighted, and perceived 
with uneasiness the angry glances cast to¬ 
ward him by Rathsay, and how generally 
he appeared the cause of envious observa¬ 
tion to almost all who felt his superiority. 
She too felt it; and the strong perception 
of a character so different from those which 
surrounded her, and which raised in her 
mind such exalted ideas of his manly vir¬ 
tues, was fast undermining the indifference 
she had hitherto felt for his sex. But it 
was so natural for her to feel sympathy with 
what was great and noble, that she had not 
hitherto taxed herself with being governed 
by any nearer interest, or once even dream- 
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ed that she could be in any danger of feel¬ 
ing an exclusive predilection for one, who, 
whatevqr his perfections might be, was stUl 
a heretic, with whom all her recollections, 
and all her principles, were at variance. Her 
mind was, however, somewhat enlighten¬ 
ed on this subject, when she reflected on 
what had passed between her and Gowrie, 
in the conversation we promised, at the 
end of the last chapter, to repeat, and 
which had stamped indelible impressions on 
the minds of both. When Gowrie quitted 
tlic Queen, to repair, at his sister’s desire, 
with her message to I,ady Agnes, he still 
strongly felt the disaj)probation, the expres- 
riou of which had offended her Majesty so 
mucli; yet he might not perhaps have men¬ 
tioned the subject to Agnes, had he not so 
much approved the dignified reserve of her 
manner, so forcibly contrasted with all he 
observed in the circle in which Beatrix 
moved. He tlicrefore seized this as a suit¬ 
able opportunity to beseech her to counsel 
his sister, who, partaking much in the dis- 
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position of her brother Alexander, was vo¬ 
latile and giddy, and consequently very un¬ 
fit to be under the control of a ro^al mis¬ 
tress, who never hesitated to gratify her 
gay and thoughtless inclinations at the ex¬ 
pence of prudence ; and whose levity fre¬ 
quently approached the utmost bounds of 
virtue. This was a dangerous situation for 
any young woman not gifted with uncom¬ 
mon firmness; and Gowrie would not have 
hesitated to remove Lady Beatrix from it 
immediately, had tliis been possible; but 
it could not be done without assigning a 
sufficient reason; and excepting the real 
one, which, of course, could not be given, 
there was not one which he could suggest 
that had even a sliadow of plausibility. Be¬ 
sides this, he wished much to encourage 
the intimacy between Beatrix and Agnes, 
which must have been greatly retarded by 
their separation. 

He therefore related as much of the af¬ 
fair of the locket, and of the conversation 
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which had just passed, as served to mark 
his disapprobation of the whole. Agnes 
felt partjcidarly surprised at hearing of the 
Queen’s gift to lluthven. She recollected 
that her Majesty had said that the locket 
had been among the jewels given her by 
the King on her marriage, and that he had 
appeared to prize it more than those of 
much greater value, having himself disco¬ 
vered the amethyst which formed its cen¬ 
tre on Salisbury Crags; and which he had 
caused to be surrounded with the largest 
2)carls from the river Ythan, and set in 
Scottish gold. This, however, she concealed 
from Cowrie, being anxious not to increase 
his uneasiness, which the knowledge of such 
a circumstance must inevitably have done. 
Siie therefore only hinted tliat his influ- 
enec with the Master, which was evidently 
great, nnight avail to prevent the evil con¬ 
sequences he appeared to dread; and add- 
etl, that her own influence with Lady Bea¬ 
trix should be exerted to attain the same 
end. For if she could bring her to sec this 
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thoughtless act of the Queen’s in the same 
light in which she viewed it herself, her ad¬ 
vice might have more effect on th*; Master, 
than if given by those whom he considered 
as more fastidious. 

“ And,” said she, “ I have no doubt of 
being able to convince her of its improprie¬ 
ty ; for Beatrix, though of that disposition, 
which stimulates to mirth and frolic, is yet 
ever amenable to more sober recollection.” 

“ And yet,” returned the Earl, “ I can¬ 
not help feeling sorry that she so frequent¬ 
ly ^ves the reins to her mirthful disposi¬ 
tion, which I fear has at times the effect of 
wounding the feelings of those unfortunate¬ 
ly subjected to the lash of her reckless wit. 
—And even at this moment,” he continued, 
as he cast a glance toward the upper end of 
the apartment, “ if I mistake not, poor 
Herbal is paifsing through an ordeal of this 
nature, for I observe that Beatrix never 
los^ an opportunity of holding him up to 
ridicule.” 

“ Nay,” said Agnes, “ in my poor opi- 
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nion, my lord, your sister hardly deserves 
censure on his account; for his attentions 
to her liave been so troublesome, and his 
vanity is so incorrigible, that he richly de¬ 
serves mortification at her hands; which, 
after all, she can scarcely inflict, for he per¬ 
sists in taking all her slights for favours ; 
and, though she plays off the solemn cox¬ 
comb till the ridicule is apparent to every 
one, he is too well protected from her slings 
and arrows by his shield of vanity to per¬ 
ceive it himself.” 

“ lint were it not as well to treat with 
silent contempt the attentions she com¬ 
plains of?” retunied the Earl. " I am in¬ 
clined to think this would be the conduct 
pursued by you in similar circumstances. 
And, forgive me, when I say I have fre¬ 
quently admired the dignity and sweetness 
with which I have seen you repel similar 
attentions.” 

This tribute of praise from the £arl, 
highly as Agnes valued his opinion, could 
not but Ik; most gratifying; but she re- 
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plied, “ Indeed, iny lord, it would be most 
unfair, were I to admit of any comparisons 
between myself and my friend,^ circum¬ 
stanced as I am ; to say nothing of the dif¬ 
ference of disposition with which nature ap¬ 
pears to have endowed us.” 

“ The Lady Agnes will pardon me,” 
said the Earl, “ for confessing myself to» 
tally ignorant of her meaning, and for ex¬ 
pressing a wish to understand what she has 
now said, which I entreat her to attribute 
to the interest I feel in all that concerns 
her.” 

Agpies felt confused and distressed by 
this speech, for it was not her wish to oc¬ 
cupy his attention by speaking of herself; 
and she thought her friendless and orphan 
situation, and her persecuted religion, were 
such obvious cliccks on lightness of heart, 
that her meaning would not have required 
any further exj)lanation. She therefore 
paused and hesitated, but at length said,— 
“ You are not ignorant, I presume, my lord, 
that the religious faith which I hold is at 
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variance with that now established in this 
kingdom, and that, in being debarred from 
practising its rites and ceremonies, I am 
also prevented from seeking the counsels of 
a spiritual guide, whicli w’cighs the more 
heavily on my mind, as I have lost that 
tender parent, who was wont to be my ad¬ 
viser.” 

“ Alas! that you, lady,” said Gowrie, 
“ should unfortunately not perceive the sim- 
idicity and purity of that religion which 
substitutes the homage of the heart for rites 
and ceremonies !” 

“ And can you, my lord,” said Agnes, 
raising her head, and fixing on him a look 
of indignant sorrow, “ think so meanly of 
my faith, as to imagine it a cold round of 
ceremonies ? and that the deepest feelings 
of the heart are excluded from it ? Oh! 
liow much dcccivc<l you arc !” 

“ I cammt be so far deceived, at least, 
dear lady,” rejoined the Earl, “ as to .sup- 
j>osc it such to you; and I again beseech 
your forgiveness, if I have offended, by ex- 
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pressing a wish to see one so pure and love¬ 
ly, embracing the genuine simplicity of Pro¬ 
testantism, or at least using the rei^son with 
which she is so eminently endowed in can¬ 
didly examining its precepts. And, oh ! if 
you but knew the deep concern 1 feel on 
this subject, you would no longer wonder 
at my taking what you now must think an 
unwarrantable liberty.” 

Agnes, who, in the fervour of her own 
feelings, had continued to look at Gowrie 
while he thus addressed her, perceived him 
turn on her a regard of such admiration 
and tender interest, that its meaning could 
not escape her penetration. Her heart was 
softened, and she bent down her head to 
her work, to conceal her countenance from 
him, that he might not perceive what was 
passing in her mind; for she had become 
suddenly enlightened with respect to his 
sentiments; and feeling it her duty not 
to sanction in any degree hopes which he 
iniglit form in regard to her future senti¬ 
ments, she summoned all her fortitude to 
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crush them at once. And without appear¬ 
ing to understand the extent of the mean¬ 
ing his words and look had too fatally con¬ 
veyed, she assured him, in a tone of the ut¬ 
most gentleness, that she was not offended, 
and had a proper value for the kindness of 
the motive which induced him to speak on 
a subject that had nevertheless been but too 
often urged upon her already, as her deter¬ 
mination was to live and die in the faith in 
which she had been educated ; and that so 
far from having a thought of wavering, she 
considered herself as devoted, by her mo¬ 
ther's dying request, to a monastic life; and 
that it was her earnest wish to obtain her 
uncle’s permission to commence it immedi¬ 
ately ; which she hoped to obtain, when he 
understood that she stdl remained firm to 
her principles, and that there was no pros- 
|Kct of her changing. 

Cowrie was electrified by this informa¬ 
tion ; for, though informed by his brother 
of the wishes of her mother on this subject, 
he had never dreamt it was the purpose 
18 
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of Agnes herself; and the idea of losing 
her for ever in the cloisters of a convent, 
banished the colour from his face, while it 
betrayed marks of strong agitation. It ren* 
dered him, however, eloquent in his endea¬ 
vours to convince her, that she could never 
serve God so well as by continuing to prac¬ 
tise her duty in a w orld,where examples of 
virtue were so necessary. But as it is not 
our intention to follow them through the 
mazes of religious controversy, we shall only 
say, that hitherto the resistance of Agnes 
against the objections urged in ojqrosition 
to her faith, had been used to combat those, 
who, considering her firmness as obstinacy, 
and themselves and their lawful authority 
degraded by entering into controversy with 
a girl of her years, had unfortunately treat¬ 
ed her understanding with contempt, and 
assumed a superiority by no means their 
due, had her powers of intellect been fairly 
weighed against their own. But the me¬ 
thod of attack was now' totally changed. 
From the Earl she met with liberality of 
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sentiment, and a just appreciation of her 
superior mind, joined with comprehension 
of her fqeiings, admiration of lier pure mo¬ 
tives, and an affectionate zeal for her hap¬ 
piness, which were highly soothing and ac¬ 
ceptable to her ingenuous mind; and while 
Gowrie spoke, she became half persuaded 
that a life of usefulness in the world, where 
there were aets of kindness to perform, and 
temptations to resist, must be as acceptable 
to her Maker, as the seclusion of a monas¬ 
tic life. It was not, therefore, till solitude 
had given her leisure to meditate on his 
words, and her owii corresponding feelings, 
that slic perceived, with humiliation and 
alarm, what she considered their deadly ten¬ 
dency, and resolved never again to listen to 
him on the subject of her faith. But if 
these meditations served to strengthen her 
prejudi«»s, because they alarmed her vi^- 
lance, yet did Gowrie not suffer in her opi¬ 
nion for wishing that they might have but 
one religion ; nor did the utmost stretch of 
VOL. 1. K 
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her pious zeal so far obscure her natural 
good sense, as to persuade her that he who 
was an example of all that was npble and 
virtuous, would eventually be consigned to 
destruction, because he had been educated 
in that error which the frailty of nature at 
times almost tempted her to wish she had 
shared, rather than she should be parted 
from him for ever. And sometimes the 
struggle was so great between what she con¬ 
sidered her duty, and the strong interest 
which Gowrie had acquired in her heart, 
that she seemed to behold herself on the 
edge of a precipice, where one step only 
appeared wanting to engulf her. 

Nor were the sensations of Gowrie more 
enviable; for although keenly alive to all 
those ties whicli form the charm and zest of 
existence, and which, touching the springs 
of the affections, make tlie pulse to throb 
with kindly emotions, yet, as his heart had 
never till now been impelled toward such 
kindred excellence, it was at once his delight 
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to trace the similarity of taste iu her to 
whom he was thus attractctl; and his tor¬ 
ment ta reflect, that she could not be his 
wife consistently with his own principles, 
and what he owed to those who looked up 
to him for example and assistance in sup¬ 
port of the reformed religion. But such was 
the admiration he felt for the firm yet fe¬ 
minine character of Agnes, and the vene¬ 
ration with which he regarded the purity 
of her mind and motives, that he felt as it 
w ere afraid to urge any change that could 
wound the tender conscience of a creature 
’.'ho ap])carcd to him equally a stranger to 
earthly jiassions and worldly views; and 
w ho seemed already to belong exclusively to 
Heaven. And as her image, dedicated en¬ 
tirely to her Maker, rose to his view, he 
thought that one so young and pure must 
be, whatever the errors of her faith, a sa¬ 
crifice not unacceptable to the Deity; and 
that she could hardly remain in the world 
without contamination. Inshortjhctfiought 
he could almost resign her to this fate, as 
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a tender mother, who having herself ex¬ 
perienced the troublesome turmoils of the 
world, does the babe, who being anly lent 
her for a day, is straight returned to the 
bosom of its God. But these were only the 
more subdued feelings of his calmer mo¬ 
ments, for there were times when it seemed 
impossible to give up all that he had ever 
fancied of happiness in his youthful visions 
of domestic bliss; and which, but for this 
one obstacle, might yet be realized. 

There happened, however, about this 
time, a circumstance which tended, by a na¬ 
tural consequence, to shew him, had he be¬ 
fore been ignorant of it, in what light his 
marrying a Catholic would be regarded by 
his countrymen. 

The King, who was ever anxious to in¬ 
troduce Episcopal government, caused a Ge¬ 
neral Assembly to meet at Montrose, to 
settle the election and powers of the repre¬ 
sentatives smt from the church to Parlia¬ 
ment. 

This town was chosen for the meeting. 
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because it was more likely to be attended 
by the northern clergy, among whom the 
King's interest particularly lay; and he 
exerted all his influence, and gave it the 
weight of his own personal attendance, to 
secure to his measures a large majority. 
Hut the clergy of Edinburgh and its ad¬ 
joining counties, so much dreaded that his 
Majesty would carry his purpose of again 
establishing the bishops, so abhorrent to all 
Presbyterian principles, that they exerted 
themselrcs to the utmost to thwart his de¬ 
signs ; and succeeded in limitiag the power, 
both spiritual and temporal, of those who 
were sent as representatives to Parliament 
by making them entirely amenable to the 
General Assembly for their conduct In 
this contest, the Earl of Gowrie strenuous¬ 
ly opposed his Majesty; and by throwing 
all his interest into the oppodte scale, car¬ 
ried the question against him. 

This circumstance well seconded the ef¬ 
forts of llathsay, and nourished in the King’s 
bosom the seeds of suspicion and aversion. 
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During tlie time that this momentous ques¬ 
tion was depending at Montrose, the jea¬ 
lous imaginations of the clergy predicted in 
the event of the King's gaining his point, 
the ultimate re-establishment of Popery. 
And their harangues, delivered in Cowrie’s 
hearing, on the inexhaustible subject of its 
abominations, and the vigilance required in 
every man who professed the reformed faith, 
or was true to his country, to crush its te¬ 
nets, and discountenance its advocates, was 
so vehemently insisted on, that the Earl 
returned to Edinburgh, strengthened in his 
resolution, that whatever it might cost him, 
he would not lose the confidence of his coun¬ 
trymen, and appear to betray the interests 
of religion, by seeking his own happiness in 
allying himself with a Catholic. 

The consequence of this renovated reso¬ 
lution was, that he absented himself from 
the Palace for some days after his return to 
Edinbiugh. But this painful effort to shun 
the sight of her who was ever present to his 
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imagination, appeared to him rather to in¬ 
crease than diminish her influence over his 

€ 

mind.'vlt was, therefore,'quickly abandon¬ 
ed, and he was again a frequent guest in 
the Qiieen’s private apartments, where he 
flattered himself his presence was often a 
salutary check upon his brother’s thought¬ 
less vivacity, who, fearful of a lecture from 
the Earl, hatl taken care not to give the 
opportunity he had sedulously sought for 
some time, of speaking to him in private on 
the subject of his conduct toward her Ma¬ 
jesty. Ituthvcn had avoided this interview 
whenever it was eraved by Cowrie, under 
pretence of some particular engagement; 
he was cither obliged to attend his Ma¬ 
jesty, or he had some commission intrusted 
to him, which he must execute, or he had 
some pressing appointment of his own ; in 
short, he continued to foil the Karl in every 
attempt to sec him alone. Cowrie wa», 
however, determined to gain his point, and, 
for that purpose, remained at Holyrood later 
one night than was his usual custom, and 
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continued to linger there till Riithven, who 
imagined him gone, had retired to his apart¬ 
ment, which the Earl entered so^«'after 
him, to his evident consternation. 

Can you for once undress without the 
assistance of your valet ? or shall I offer my 
services as his substitute,” said the Earl, 
“ having somewhat for your private ear ?” 

Ruthven, who saw there was no escape, 
dismissed his attendant. 

“ And now, my dear Cowrie, be merd- 
&1, for well do 1 know what hath procured 
me this domiciliary visit, or at least I sur¬ 
mise it is to reprove your imworthy brother 
—Is it not so ?” 

“ No,” returned the Earl, with an accent 
of deep feeling; “ not to reprove an un¬ 
worthy, but to warn a dear and estimable 
brother,—one who but requires to listen to 
the dictates of his reason and noble nature, 
to bectnne all that I could wish to see him.” 

“ Faith, 1 know not,” returned Ruthven; 
** methinki my reason sometimes makes a 
halt, while what you are pleased to call my 
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noble nature leads me \rrong; for it is ever 
urgi^ me to commit one folly or other, un¬ 
der tn??*pretext of amusement. But come, 
out with it at once—to the particulars, 
man. What is the offence with which I 
am charged ?” 

“ Listen to me quietly for five minutes,” 
rejoined the Earl, “ and you shall Icam it; 
though I am inclined to think your memo¬ 
ry at this moment points pretty exactly to 
the subject to which I allude; but if it 
doth not, why, then, cast ydftt eyes down¬ 
wards to your breast that it may be re¬ 
freshed.” 

Kuthven did so, and perceived that the 
gift of the Queen, the obnoxioua trinket, 
liad escaped through the opening of his 
shirt-collar, while he stooped to unfasten 
the knees of his dress. 

“ Pshaw,” said he, as, vrith a gesture of 
impatience, he quickly recovered it from 
its dangling position, and thrust it in again; 
and to avoid looking at his hroBter, went on 
to finish his employment. 
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“ Alas! my dear Alexander, to what 
does this folly of the Queen’s and your’s 
tend ?” 

“ Why, it tends to make a coxcomb of 
me, you have said,” replied Ruthven, with a 
degree of pettishness; “ but truly, if I know 
myself, I never yet did emulate such popin¬ 
jays,—‘To shine so brisk, and smell so sweet, 
and talk so like a waiting gentlewoman.’ ” 

“ Are there then no coxcombs but such 
as made mad the valiant Hotspur?” said 
Cowrie. “ OStae, come, this is but subter¬ 
fuge ; and what I would say is of too seri¬ 
ous a nature to be discussed in such an idle 
manner.—To be plain then, I fear me that 
your peace of mind will in time fall a sacri¬ 
fice to the vanity of a giddy woman, who, 
presuming on her royal rank, takes delight 
in exercising her power, by entangling in 
her meshes the unwary whom her fascina¬ 
tions attract. And I earnestly beseech you, 
by all that you value and love, to withdraw 
yourself more from her presence. Think of 
our dear and venerated mother, whose heart 
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it would break, should you draw on you the 
jealousy and consequent vengeance of the 
Ki^. 

“ AVhat frightful dumcras arc you con- 
. juring up to terrify yourself withal ?’’ said 
Jluthvcn. “ For iiiy part, I perceive no 
danger; for you cannot suppose me such an 
egregious ass, as to fall in love with another 
man’s wife—and the wife to boot of the most 
j)otcnt, wise, and erudite James, my liege 
lord, and roval master ?” 

“ Allowing that there lir no such risk, 
which is giving up much that I think not 
very improbable; yet docs the danger not 
diminisl), provided his Majesty should be 
piqued by her foolish attentiefts to you, and 
provided also, as in the case of the laraente<l 
1‘hirl of Murray, there is a Huntly to be 
found.” 

“ Ah !” returned the Master, as if invo¬ 
luntarily, “ you have touched the core of 
the subject now. Hut what can I do? 
You would not have me to repel her gra- 
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cio\unes6 with rude neglect ? You would 
not bid me——” 

“ Peace!” said the Earl, “ and I tell 
you what I would ftiat you should do.— 
I would have you avoid her but half as se¬ 
dulously as you have done for some time 
past him who now addresses you—and I 
would that you bow to her commands, and 
her flattery, with less the air of a de¬ 
voted lover-—and if, as you allege, your 
heart acquits you in this matter, clothe its 
meaning in A less equivocal garb. And 
now, my dear brother, convince me that 
you take in good part the advice of one, 
who, heaven is my witness, prizes your hap¬ 
piness more than his own ; and give me the 
satisfaction of seeing you discard from your 
neck that ribband, the golden embroidery of 
which, by the way, I should imagine no 
very comfortable companion to your skin.” 

Ruthven stood erect, and wrapping tight¬ 
ly over his breast the silken dressing-gown 
in which he was enveloped, as if the more 
firmly to secure his treasured locket, replied 
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to the Earl’s request with Iicightcned co« 
loju, his dark eyes brightly scintillating 
from uRder his jet-black eye-brows, which 
were scornfully contracted— 

“ And is it the gallant Earl of Gowrie,” 
said he in a voice of angry derision, " tliat 
would counsel such a craven act of foul dis- 
lionour to the gift of a woman and aQueen? 
—Is it he who heard me swear never to take 
it from the shoulders she deigned to adorn 
with it ? Death and fury!” continued he, 
kindling into rage, “ I wodHer you do not 
think it meet that 1 should fling it in her 
face, and say,—‘ Take again your trinket, 
lest I should be chastised for wearing it!’ 
You have heard me swear before never to 
part with it, and now,” continued he, with 
wild solemnity, as he raised hia eyes and 
right hand to heaven, “ and now you shall 
hear it again.” An3 in that attitude he 
pronounced a solemn oath n: <er voluntarily 
to remo^•e it. 

The Earl stood in fixed astonishment at 
his passionate vehemence, hut there was 
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sorrow mingled with his surprise, and still 
preserving his usual dignified calmness pf 
manner, he said,—“ To-morrow, Al5!J^der, 
when you have better considered this con¬ 
versation, you will probably be as much sur¬ 
prised at your intemperate warmth as I am 
now, for to-night you have surely done me 
less than justice. You will be cooler when 
we meet again—till then, farewell!” 

The Earl took a silver lamp from tlie 
table, which he had secured to light him 
through the libyrinth of passages to the 
place where his attendants waited, and, 
without remaining another instant, drew 
after him the door of the apartment. He 
had advanced but a few steps along tlie 
gallery, when he felt his shoulder seized 
with a convulsive grasp, and turning, be¬ 
held the face of Ruthven, entirely divested 
of its former expression. His high colour 
had fled, and his lately flashing eye had 
lost its daring expression, and now assuiped 
a look of humble entreaty, as he drew the 
yielding Earl back toward his room. 
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“ Do return with me for a single in- 
t loiir Cowrie,” said he. 

Th^^arl, moved by his air of contrition, 
immediately re-occupied the place where he 
had stood a minute before, lluthven shut 
the door, and approached him. 

“ You cannot now object to iny calling 
myself your unworthy brother; for oh ! I 
eould destroy myself for being the ungrate¬ 
ful fool I am !—Yet no,” he said, “ let roc 
aiot wrong myself; I am not indeed un¬ 
grateful, my noble-minded Wother, for all 
your saiut-like patience, and yourcareof such 
a wayward wretch as I am!—Say but you 
forgive me, and I will swear to do all that 
you desire, save that,” he continued, in a 
tremulous voice, and his eyes fixed upon 
the hiarl, “ which I have already sworn not 
to do.—Yon will not again mention that, I 
am certain, for it is a matter of small con¬ 
sequence, provided 1 adhere to your advifec 
in other respects.” 

Cowrie took his brother's hand, and 
pressing it affectionately between his, he 
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said,—“ I not only freely and heartily for¬ 
give you for what hath passed, but ti«>.nk 
you most gratefully for what you have now 
promised. It is quite sufficient. Hence¬ 
forward, I trust, there will be no occasion 
to renew this subject. I require no oaths 
—I rely implicitly on your word.” 

“ And you shall see how manfully I will 
perform my task,” said Ruthven.—“ But, 
dear Gowrie, if your thoughtless brother 
should presume to admonish in his turn, 
will you listeB*to him ?” 

“ Willingly,” replied the Earl, while he 
felt his heart beat against his breast, as if 
conscious it was concerned in the matter. 

“ Well, then,” continued Rutliven, with 
a sly smile, while he mimicked the Earl’s 
manner, and the language used by him to 
himself a short time before, (for his brother’s 
forgiveness had completely lightened his 
heart, and when that was the case, he could 
not long restrain his playful imagination)— 
“ Well, then, I wotdd have you to discard 
firom your thoughts all traffi^ers in idols; 
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I would have you to avoid all communion 
jvi^them, and I would that you bowed to 
tlie^Sdj- ^Agnes Somcrdale with lew of the 
air of a devoted lover ;-^for there are other 
eyes as shar]i as mine, and I never see that 
dark Kathsay scowling on you both, but I 
long to give him a prick with my rapier.” 

“ God forbid it should ever leave its scab¬ 
bard for such a purpose!” replied the Karl; 
“ but I will profit by your warning, and 
you shall be convincetl,” he continued, aa 
he sighed deeply, “ that I too can per&rm 
bravely what will indeed be no easy task. 
We understand each other now, dear Ruth- 
veu. Have you aught else to say before 
we part,—for the night wears apace ?” 

Ruthven was checked into repentance for 
his late sally, when he beheld the expres¬ 
sion of sorrow which passed over the Karl’s 
countenance while he answered to it, and 
he went on, with a seriousness very unusual 
in him,—“ I was only going to inquire if 
you have made any observations on the con¬ 
duct of the King to'vards you since his re- 
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turn from Montrose; for I have either 
imagined it, or it hath savoured more ef. 
coolness than it was wont.” 

“ I have perceived him somewhat shy 
in speech,” said he, “ but not more so 
than 1 might expect from the moody hu¬ 
mour that hath possessed him since he was 
out-voted in the General Assembly.” 

“ And may no evil consequence result 
from your violent opposition of his mea¬ 
sures in church government ?” continued 
Ruthven ; “ for, believe me, no offence is 
more unpardonable with him than that 
committed against what he deems his high 
prerogative in church discipline.” 

“ It is very probable it may be so,” re¬ 
turned Gowrie ; “ but you would not infer 
from thence that I must not oppose him?— 
I know you better than to believe you would 
have me a supple-kneed courtier, who bar¬ 
ters his own principles for the favour of an 
imperious master ?” 

“ No, no,—mistake me not,” said Ruth¬ 
ven ; “ I would not have thee other than 
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thou art;—I only meant to say, that you 
need not be so ^cry energetic in your op- 
positnih»-yon need not resemble so much 
a chafed lion, as you did, when you appre¬ 
hended the ascendency of’ the King’s party 
at Montrose.” 

“ I confess there is some truth in what 
you say, and I will amend it.—^And now, 
once more, good night. ” 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Her cheek wa« pale, her form was spare,— 

Vigils and penitence austere 

Had early quench’d the light of youth. 

But gentle was the dame in sooth; 

Though vain of her religious sway, 

She loved to see her maids obey; 

Yet nothing stern was she in cell, 

^d the nuns loved their Abbess well. 

Scott. 


We now return to the Abbess, who still 
remained at the Hostel of Loretto, as much 
as possible secluded from the public gaze; 
never venturing from her apartment, save 
when, for the sake of her health, she stole 
out to take a lonely walk among the ruins 
that surrounded her place of confinement; 
for it was only with them she appeared to 
hold converse, while contrasting the pre¬ 
sent scene with the ancient grandeur of 
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the proud pile, when it <x)ntained the shrine 
,^^hich the chiefs of the land—the valiant 
anJ^e fair, had bowed down and adored. 
Indignation and sorrow filled her mind, as 
she wandered for hours amidst the fallen 
arches and dilapidated walls, lamenting, in 
bitterness of spirit, the wickedness of her 
native countr)', and still, as she mourned 
its apostacy, making firm resolves that she 
would not return to her convent without 
the child of her sister. The only mitiga* 
tion of the evil of the marriage with a here¬ 
tic of her she had loved so well, lay in her 
having cducatetl her daughter in the true 
faith; and when she received the account 
of her sister's death, and at the same time 
a letter, written by her a short time pre¬ 
vious to her dissolution, conjuring her, by 
every tic of affection, and evciy sacred con¬ 
sideration, to leave nothing unattempted to 
place her daughter in the convent over 
which she presided, she took, during the 
first moments of grief and Station, a so- » 
lemn vow before the Cross, to do all which 
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promised the smallest prospect of fulfilling 
her sister’s desire. Her first effort was 
made in addressing a letter of stipag^f^ 
monstrance to the father of Agnes, in which 
she represented, in glowing colours, the un¬ 
feeling turpitude of resisting the dying in¬ 
junctions of his wife. This application, 
however, did not succeed, and Agnes posi¬ 
tively refused to quit Scotland without the 
consent of her father. But Avhen, however, 
shortly afterwards, the holy mother was in¬ 
formed of the death of Lord Somerdalc, 
and that his daughter was placed under the 
protection of the Queen, she became de¬ 
termined to brave the dangers of the jour¬ 
ney, and, withdrawing her clandestinely, 
to carry her back with her to Rome. She 
accordingly applied to the Pope for leave 
to quit her convent, and for some holy 
man to protect and assist her in her plan. 
This application being made just as his 
Holiness was meditating on sending the 
Jesuit to Scotland as a spy, he readily 
granted her request, and committed her to 
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liis care : and having performed the jour¬ 
ney to Scotland in safety, she remained, 
Cliristian patience, awaiting the 
time wlicn the Jesuit should be able to ac¬ 
complish a meeting between her and her 
niece; hut, as it must of nMcssity be a 
stolen one, it was requisite that she should 
remove from her abode at Musselburgh to 
the neighbourhood of liolyrood. The Je¬ 
suit had therefore been endeavouring topro- 
eure her an asylum nearer to that place, 
but hitherto without success, for some ob¬ 
jection attached to every jdacc that offered 
itself to his notice ; and he Ijcgan to despair 
of finding her such an abode as the circum¬ 
stances of the ease required, when one day 
while on his walk to visit her, he met his 
old ac<piaintance Nieol Partan, who in¬ 
stantly recollecting him, saluted him with— 
“ Weei, maistcr!—this is a quieter night 
titan we forgathered in last time.—And 
how’s a’ w i’ your sister ?—I hear she still 
bides wi’ the Lady o’ Loretto, though I 
never sec her when I gang wi’ the fish; 
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though, an she were like some auld wives 
I ken, an I didna see her, I wad hac a gude 
chance to licar her,” said he, castifig ifflSok 
of sly intelligence at a square-built brosy- 
fkced girl who accompanied him, and who 
rcturacd it; " for, ye see. I'm jxist gaun 
wi’ ray dochter here to see anc o’ thae 
kind o' limmers, that, faitii I we ha’na been 
near hand I canna tell the time ; for she’s sic 
an ill-natured deevil, tliat a’ IkhIj-’s fear’d 
for her, and troth she gets a w ord o’ no being 
ower canny; and yet, ye ken, for a’ her 
failings, a body canna just let her dec her 
lane, and the lass that carries her a drap 
milk iJka inomin has sent to tell us that 
ahe’s broken her leg; but she ill deserves 
ony waiting on at Grizzy’s hand, for she 
wadna tak her afore, though she had lost a’ 
her ain weans ;—but, to be sure, that was 
because she didna w'ant ane to ken her 
Papist customs.” 

The J(»ait, who, weary of the man’s 
lt|ranguc, was moving off, now became all 
•Mention, and encouraged him to proceed, 

18 
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by saying, “ The old woman of whom you 
sj)cak is some relation of yours, I $up{x>sc ?" 

“ iVeu*sue,’’returned Nicol; “mymither 
and her were twa sisters, but she was far 
auldcr than my mither, and she married a 
l*a])ist man, that was anc o' them that look* 
c-d after the King’s J’ark, in the auhlQttet'n- 
mither's day, and had a bit sbeeling down 
in the gully there, atween Arthur's Seat 
and the t'raigs, and there she bides still, 
and naebody fashes wi’ her. For whan a’ her 
bairns and her gudeman dee’d, she aye threa- 
pit she eouldna live awa’ frac the part where 
she brovight up her family ; sac there w^s 
interest made for licr wi’ some o’ the grand 
folk at the court, and she got leave to bide. 
But an she had been ainang ncebours, she 
wad hae been brunt for a witch lang syne, 
though ye may wcel think I dinna believe 
a word o’ it mysel, or I wadna be gann to 
let this bit lassie bide wd’ her.—But an die 
de’il hasna made her a witch, him and her 
gudeman thegethcr ha’ made her a Papist; 

VOL. I. L 
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but, ye sec, it’s thought she has a pose, and 
Wti ken she has gudc claisc, baitli for bacL 
and bed, and it wad be a sair pity for Mnict 
folk to get them ; sae I hearten up Grizzy 
here, and tell her the auld carlin winna live 
lang, and then she’ll get a’ her braws, if she 
has but patience to wait on her a wee,bit; 
but, puir thing, she’s fear’d to gang for a’ 
that.” 

“ What kind of a dwelling hath this old 
woman of whom you speak ?” inquired the 
Jesuit. 

It's no that ill a dwallin,” said Nicol; 
“ for ye see her gudcinan was used to work 
amang stanes, for it was his place to bigg 
up the slaps i’ the I*ark dyke; sae he bigget 
the bit house bimsel, and took mair pains 
than common, and it’s gay and substantial, 
and has twa apartments.” 

“ Could it,” said the Jesuit, “ by any 
means be made a place of shelter for my 
sister, who is tirctl of remaining at an inn, 
and dislikei tlie noise of a town—1 should 
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be willin/» to fumisli it with what ncccs- 
sjsrics may be miuired ?” 

Nicol^pii'-hod his bonnet on one side, 
and Bcratchinp his head, paused, in thought¬ 
ful mowl, npon the pro[K>8al. At length 
he sai«l, “ W'ecl, yc see, an she could put 
up wi’ it, od, it w.idna l>c that impossible 
to mak it (loecnt, for the auld crater has 
gude things nlwut her ; but I’m doubtin 
she winna hc.ar tell o’ ony body livin’ aside 
her—Na. na !” continued he, ** I’m fearing 
that wad never do—Hut, if ye’re no tbrang 
at hame, ye may gang up wi’ Grizay and me 
—we'H mak ye walcnme, and then yc can 
sec nhat the auld limb o’ Satan says till't 
hcrsel," 

“ And, licing pretty well skilled in sur¬ 
gery.” returned the .lesuit, “ you may tell 
her you have brought me to examine her 

leg.” 

To this proposal Nicol readily assented, 
and the Jesuit turning back, procecrlcd 
with him and his daughter, who continueil 
to wend on their way till they reached the 
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King’s Park, and passing up that lonely 
valliy to tlic west of the mountain call^ 
Arthur’s Seat, soon lost sight of the city in 
the deep recesses of the glen, which, wild, 
lonely and rugged, was, at the bottom, a 
complete morass, while the sides presented 
hanging cliffs, over which flaunted the ivy 
and wild rose, tom from their hold by the 
sweeping blast, while here and there a bush 
of purple heather, or a cluster of plants pe¬ 
culiar to the rock, bloomed from its cre¬ 
vices. 

The sun was poiu-ing a downward sickly 
ray into the bosom of the glen, which gleam¬ 
ing faintly on the small casements of the 
little hut they were approaching, discover¬ 
ed it to the .Jesuit; for, half hid under 
the projection of a cliff, its grey walls, built 
from the surrounding fragments, and its 
thatch capped with moss, presented no con¬ 
trast to distinguish it from the surrouuding 
objeota. As they approached nearer, they 
observeda young woman open the door, and 
cast an anxious look down the path by which 
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they were asccn<ling, who iufitautly ran lor- 
to imt't them, expressinj; her joy at 
their arnval, ami her own release from at¬ 
tending on the old woman, whom she repre- 
ficntctl as iM ing in less pain, but in no nu a- 
siuc better tempered. Without tarrj ing to 
say more, she passc<l on her way, while they 
proccwled to enter the cott^c; at the door 
of wliieh they found a large mastiflT, who, 
lying with his head couched between hu 
paws, and his cyc.s watching their motions, 
disputed their mtrance by r^;ularly raising 
his head, and shewing his teeth, accom¬ 
panied by a low snarl every time they at- 
tempteil to cross the threshold. After vari- 
ous ineifcctual essays, and endeavours to coa.x 
the dog by pronouncing his name in a fond¬ 
ling manner, Nicol at length called loudly 
to the inmate of the cottage to call in her 
d—n d dog, that he might enter. 

A voice, that seemed little enfeebled by 
either age or illness, resounded diredily from 
the interior,—“ Why curse ye 8 mc that’s 
betterthan yourscl, Nicol Partin? for it’s you. 
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I ken yeby your voice.—Here, Beaton, come 
in and let the carle pass,” she said. Anjl 
the dog obeying her command, and rising 
from his station, stalked slowly in and lay 
down before the fire. 

“ I marvel muckle, I,ucky,” said Nicol, 
‘‘ that ye gied sic honour to that auld bluidy 
Cardinal, as to ca’ your dog after him 
and he chuckled in triumph, as he looked at 
the .Tesuit, at this stroke aimed at the faith 
of the old woman. 

“ And is it sic an honour, then, to gie a 
body’s name to a brute beast, think yc? 
But an he were bloody, I could soon gar his 
namesake resemble him,” said she, with a 
degree of savage anger gleaming in her eyes, 
at this mention of tlic Cardinal; “ for one 
word o' my mouth he would tear ye where 
ye stand.” 

“ Gude save us!” said Nicol, “ that wad 
i)e an unco story indeed! but yc speak 
gay an crousc, and I’m glad to sec ye no 
sac bad as I expected; and 1 hac fetched 
our Grizzy to mind yc as lang as yc need 
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licr.” .A nd he ilmppoil forwanl his friglit- 
ciietl «l.iugiitir close to the hetl. 

I’lic ^1(1 crone raisetl her head, ami said 
in a tone of strong iron]|, in which suine« 
thing of cxnhntion was mingled,—“ ^IV, 
ay, 1 sec the eagles arc gathered thegethcr, 
but the carcase is no ready for the pikdog 
yet.” 

“ Na,” said \icol, “ an ye mean that I 
wish yc deatl, it’s nne sign o’ it, 1 trow, 
when 1 hac brought a pbyddaner wi’ me 
to set your leg.” 

“ My leg DCiHls nac doctors to set it,” 
said she, peevishly; “ it’s swellctl bigger nor 
tliat weneh's %vaist, that’s nanc o’ the jiui- 
]>cst; but gin I had ony Ixxly that had 
sense to seek some herl»s that I could men¬ 
tion. to make a poultice, it would toon fa’, 
and then if he had skill to set it be might. ’ 

The .Fesuit, who had till now stood aloof, 
strp{Kd forwartl.—“ And what herbs, good 
mother, would you use for thia purpose?” 
said he; “ for there are few that you could 
name with which 1 am not acquainted, and 
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I shall feel pleasure in procuring them for 
you.” 

To this offer she lent a willing gar; and 
while they convened on the virtues of the 
plants she mentioned, she appeared to re¬ 
gard him with more favour than those of 
her own species commonly found in her eyes. 
During this time, ^sieol had left the apart¬ 
ment to examine the condition of thcopposite 
one, which the Jesuit remarking, requested 
Grizzy to bring him a draught of water 
from a spring he had obsci^ cd at some lit¬ 
tle distance from the house; and she was 
no sooner gone, than putting his mouth to 
the ear of the old woman, he said,—“ My 
good motlier, if I mistake not, you and I 
hold the same faith, for I understand you 
are ronsidcred as a member of the only true 
church, of which I am a priest; if it is so, 
speak without reserve, for we arc alone ?” 

She turned her eyes u})on him, aud ear¬ 
nestly regarding him, said,—“ If this is a 
|rap laid for the destruction of a poor auld 
creature, my blood be upon your head ; but 
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I shall not deny what it can now injure 
none but to confess.” 

“ I rejoice to hear this-,’' said the Je.suit, 
•• a.s 1 would fain stt‘k the shelter of your 
roof for a daughter of the same persecuted 
religion, whose circumstances make her now 
require it,” 

“If ye say sooth,” returned the old wo¬ 
man, “ wcleoinc arc ye to me, that have 
•Irccil a weary' weird, with none to gic me 
ghostly comfort; ami welcome too shall she 
1 h‘ of whom ye .s[H;ak.” 

'Flic girl now entered with the water, 
when the Jesuit began again to discourse of 
herbs and cataplasms ; and soon after Ni- 
ool retunu'd from his investigation, and 
winking at the Jesuit, approaclicd the betl. 

I never wmc here. Lucky,” said he, 
“ but what 1 aye wonder rnair and mair bow 
ye can hide to live by yourtcl in sic an emc 
bole as tliis.” 

“ Fools arc aye wondering,” nid the old 
w'oman. 

l2 
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“ Now I wad tljink,” continued Nicol, 
without attending to her courteous remark, 
“ if ye had some canny body to hide aside 
ye, it wad be muckle better, seeing yc are 
auld and failed; for Saunders’s dochtcr fell¬ 
ed me that when she cam up last night, wi’ 
your soup milk, yc were lying out by, no 
able to trail yoursel a yard frae the end o’ 
the biggin’, where yc had fa’un in climb¬ 
in’ the hen nests; and gin yc had laiu lang 
ye wad hae frozen to deed in sic a cauld 
night as the last.” , 

“ And what matter ?” returned the old 
woman; “ has life, think ye, been sic a 
blessing to me that 1 need to dree its close ? 
But where arc ye to find a body sac canny 
that 1 could be fashed wi’ ?—ken yc of such 
a one?" 

“ And that do I,” quoth Nicol; “ for this 
same Maistcr Austin here has a sister wha 
wad like weel to be out by frae a toun, and, 
at 1 think, maun be something o’ your ain 
stamp, that she canna bide din; and now. 
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seeing ye hae tliat other end empty, what 
might hinder ye to tak her in, and keep 
Grizzy here to wait upon ye baith ?” 

“ And 1,” said the Jesuit, “ am most 
willing to furnish what may be necessary 
for tlic comfort of my sister, and also to 
make this good mother a suitable recom¬ 
pense for her kindness in lodging her.” 

“ Say ye sac ?” said the old woman, af¬ 
fecting to be pleased with his ofiers. “ And 
when would she be for coming ?” 

“ Why,” returned the Jesuit, “ as soon 
as you can receive her.” And on a sign 
from Nicol, he foIIowc<I him across the pas¬ 
sage to a small apartment, where he waa 
surprise<l to find the walls covered with 
tajK-stry, which, though coarse in the ex- 
trwne, still gave it a look of comfort and 
neatness. Kvery thing al^out it appeared 
in the nicest order; in one comer stood a 
small bcfl, furnished with coarse woollen cat- 
tains, and in the opposite one a large chest 
of oak, rubbed into perfect brightness; the 
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fire-place, “ hospitably wide,” took up nearly 
one end of the small room, and appeared on 
the outside of tlic house like a huk attach¬ 
ed to iton the chimney-place stood seve¬ 
ral pewter mugs, aud two small quaighs of 
cunning workmanship. 

“ Now,” said Nicol, looking round him 
with the pride of a near kinsman to the 
owner of these riches, “ 1 toll’d ye the era- 
tur had gude up-pittin, but it’s lang sin’ 
ony anc entered tiiis j)laec but hcrscl—for 
it was here a’ her family dee’d, and she has 
aye keepit it steekit up sin' syne, save whan 
she cam in to redd it up hersel; and it's 
been aye lookctl on, in a manner, as a place 
no fit for a sinfu’ mortal to enter. But it’s 
surprisin,” he continued, “ what a baud the 
warld maun still keep o’ her auld heart, 
for I’m sure I ne'er thought she wad tak in 
a lodger; but do ye mind how she gripped 
to the offer ance ye spak about payin’ her 
weel ? Od, there’s iiae kenning ony hotly or 
they be tried wi’ siller.” 

The Jesuit could scarce refrain from smi- 
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ling at the mistake of honest Nicol, although 
his own experience of mankind Imd taught 
him tlirrt the fisherman had no way over- 
rateil tlie powers of hrilwry. 

Hefure the .lesiiit departed, he promised 
to send immeiliately the herljs whidi site 
required; an<l.fixed upon the seotnd day 
from that ft)r the removal of the Abhess to 
her new a1>ode, that being the earliest time 
appointed by the old womau. 

Meanwhile, (irizzy, much enlivened by 
the ]>rospect of not iK’ing left entirely alone 
with the old dame, of whose freedom from 
witchcraft slic did not feel such conviction 
as her father appeared to tlo—and by some 
instinctive prescience that a share of that 
reward she heard offered by the Jesuit 
might come her way, exerted herself to the 
utmost. And turning up her gay upper 
petticoat of yellow woolscy, she bestirred 
herself so actively, according to the old wo¬ 
man’s directions, that the houth of the 
8}»ense (or better apartment) soon smiled 
with a brisk fire of intermingled wood and 
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peats, round which sheets and blankets were 
disposed, whose hue and texture bespoke a 
degree of care and wealth very mmsual in 
the owner’s situation of life, and which 
Grizzy, bearing in mind her father’s words, 
eyed as she unfolded with no small satis¬ 
faction, and having finished her various 
tasks, betook herself to rest, witli a ligliter 
heart than she had Ibllowed her father to 
the valley. 
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CIlAPTEIl XIIL 


O drivf mr fnm tb»t traiior, nwuil 

S> I nuf^ht VcMjH’ that monttrr, let me dwcU 

In Ikm'M hauhtb, or in aome 4eB; 

Tmet* m** on %iee|» r ra^ ruin'd rock. 

That lH*Ui«'w out, )io>t drup^^in^ In the ocenti} 

Bury ine in the hoIJow of ita womb; 

Where atar%in^ on my cold aifd flinty bed, 

1 iiuy from Ctu*. w tlh ;ri«ldy apprrhenatofl, 

8*'<* intinitf fathutuA duyfr'n the rumbling deep: 

Yet not eVn there, in that vant whirl of dentil. 

Can there W found w> trrnUe a ruin 
An mail ' hdH' man! amiliitg, de»lsortive mtn! 

Lee. 

W’^HF.N, after a lapse of two days, the 
Jesuit arrived at the inn at Ixirctto to re¬ 
move the Abbess to lier new ahodfl^ be 
found it a scene of uproar and oonhuum. 
All the inmates of the house were atseBl- 
bled in the ball, and the Abbett herself itt 
the midst of them. She bad, on going that 
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day to take her tisual walk among the mins, 
left her purse in the Icatheni-casc before 
mentioned as being carried under Jthe arm 
of the Jesuit on his first arrival; which, 
on her return, she found cut open and Ijer 
money gona Her hostess, ujwn the loss 
being made known to her, shocked at such a 
depredation committed in her house,brought 
together every person it containetl, and in¬ 
sisted on their undergoing an examination 
of their persons. This was willingly sub¬ 
mitted to, and proved fruitless, while all in 
timi declared their innocence. That it was 
some person, however, under the shelter of 
her roof, our hostess declared her belief, from 
the circumstance of no stranger having been, 
to her knowledge, in the house at the time 
the theft was committed. And the Abbess 
suddenly recollecting that the purse had ne¬ 
ver been seen by any one except our old 
acquaintance tlie hostler’s boy, whom she 
had fiumisbed witli money from it a few 
days before, when he was sent to procure foe 
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her sonic articles from the town, she hesita¬ 
ted not to make kuonm the circumstance. 

The rwoincnt the hostler heattl this, he 
seized u|M)u the Iwy, ami assuming tho pre¬ 
rogative of a master, gave him such a beat¬ 
ing as he had nut received since he fell into 
the hands of Laurence, on the night he at- 
tempUnl to keep liim out of the inn. No¬ 
thing, however, cscajicd tiie urchin to cri¬ 
minate himself, and it was only from a know¬ 
ledge of his fonner mal-practices, that Grifiy 
pcrsistc-d in believing him the depredatmr. 
In this belief he was confirmed on s^rching 
tlifi stable, wlicre he found the purse C(m- 
walcd in some litter, which it was the busi¬ 
ness of the boy to remove. This exaspe¬ 
rated the hostess so much, that she innsted 
on delivering up the boy to the arm of the 
law, that be might be punished for bit de¬ 
linquency. This was, however, strenuously 
opiKiscd by the Abbess slid the Jesuit, as 
Uiey must have appeared in his prosecotioo. 
They, therefore, prevailed on the Ldidy of 
Ixirctto to mitigate her wTath, and content 
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herself with frightening and dismissing him. 
For the first of these pui-poses he was deli¬ 
vered over to the hostler, to be byjiim con¬ 
fined in the out-house appropriated to the 
keeping of fuel, until, as he was made to 
believe, the officers of justice should arrive 
to convey him to prison. In conformity 
with this plan, Griffy seized upon him be¬ 
fore he was aware^ that his roguery was de¬ 
tected, and dragging him to the out-house— 
“ Bide there, ye young thieving dog,” said 
he, " till ye change your quarters to the 
braw new tolboothalluding to that build¬ 
ing which was just then erected from the 
materials of the demolished Chapel of Lo- 
retto, and which, being the first of these sa¬ 
cred edifices whose stones were taken for the 
profane purpose of constructing a secular 
building, so enraged the Pope against the 
peqple of Musselburgh, that they were most 
particularly cursld by name annually at 
Rome, for a long series of years. The boy 
pled hard for mercy, but the hostler was in- 
ex(nable; and, pusliing him in, he turned a 
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stout key on the only outlet from the place 
of his confinement, it having no window or 
other doer whereby he might escape. Ha¬ 
ving deposited the key in hia pocket, he 
set himself to provide a horse and saddle 
for the Abbess, which he had previously 
been ordered by the Jesuit to have in rea¬ 
diness, and which was in a short time await¬ 
ing her, it being specified that it should be 
returned in a few hours. The Abbess took 
leave of her kind-hearted and obliging faoat- 
css with that feeling of regret we experience, 
when parting fhnn those whose good offices 
have recommended them to our notioe, and 
w hom we arc never to see again. And our 
hostess never having had one of the fisroale 
sex so long an inmate of her house, and be¬ 
ing won, moreover, by the gentle and bene¬ 
volent manners of the Abbess, ex{Mrened 
her sorrow aloud as she accompanied her to 
the gate of the inn-yard, where wein|d8ced 
the stone steps l>y which she monntad bee 
palfiey. 

** It’s nae business o’ mine to speer where 
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ye’re gaun to tak up your quarters,” said 
she, as she assisted her to adjust the skirt 
of her dress; “ hut I hope ye wii»na gang 
by my door if you ever come this gait again, 
and I trust ye hae been sorted to your liking 
in our puir hostel, barring the gliff ye got 
wi’ that whalp o’ Satan, whilk hath geen 
me muckle vexation, I’m sure.” 

The Jesuit and the Abbess both express¬ 
ed their perfect satisfaction at the treatment 
they had received; and the former promising 
to call occasionally on his Reverence, they 
departed on their way, the Jesuit leading 
the horse of the Abbess, from which, on 
reaching the skirts of the city of Edinburgh, 
slie dismounted, and waited for a short time 
till he conveyed it to the stable of a little 
ale-house, where he agrcetl with the owner 
to send it back to the Hostel of Loretto. 
Having speedily settled this matter, and 
r^oined the Abbess, they proceeded, just as 
the last rays of the setting sun had disap¬ 
peared, to Uie abode of Kuphan Macauley, 
or, as she was commonly called, Euphan of 
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the Cray's, where they were received by itt 
mistress with a welcome whidi she had long 
rcfusetl to any casual guests. 

They found a table covered with a doth, 
which vied in whiteness with the sheets be¬ 
fore mentioned, on which were placed man- 
diets, or small loaves of the finest Hour, ex¬ 
clusively the food of the higher classes, and 
to these were speedily added a young fowl 
fricaseed, and an omelet, lioth dressed by 
the direction of old Euphan, and placed <m 
the taldc by the delighted Grizzy, who had 
never before contemplated such luxury,much 
less |ireparcd it. Their meal was no soon¬ 
er fmishetl, than the Abbess gladly withdrew 
to her neat little apartment, being much fa- 
tiguetl by a mode of travelling to wbidh she 
was totally unaccustomed, takuigGrizzyvnth 
her to assist in undressing her. The Jesuit 
seized thisopportunity of informing Ett|duui, 
that the person whom she had reedved under 
her roof was a woman of hi|^ rank, who had 
come to withdraw the daughter of a depart¬ 
ed sister from the influence of her heretic 
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relations; nor, on entering deeper into con¬ 
versation with her, and perceiving her de¬ 
votion to the faith she professed, did he 
scruple to inform her of the names and si¬ 
tuations of the parties, being well convinced 
that in so doing he had nothing to fear from 
so acalous a Catholic,—treachery to each other 
being rarely practised by those professing her 
persecuted creed; and, indeed, in the very 
countenance of this woman he read the cha¬ 
racters of constancy and firmness to her pur¬ 
pose, of which she was in reality a striking 
example. And it was with the greatest satis¬ 
faction he heard her rejoice in having it in 
her power to give an asylum to one whom 
she professed to venerate, as so distinguished 
a member of the church. 

Before the Jesuit took leave of old Eu- 
pban for the night, he examined her ancle, 
oi which the poultice had laid the swelling 
so much, that he clearly perceived they bad 
mirtaken the n^ature of the injury it had 
■ortaiued, and Qiat it was, instead of the 
bone being broken, only violently sprained; 
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he therefore applied such bandages as hit 
skill suggested, and Uien took his loive, 
recDinnieading the Abbess again toherhos- 
piuility. Kuplmu, who seemed for the time 
to lose miiclj of her misanthropy, promised 
to do all which her own painfid situation 
allowed for her guest’s comfort. And she 
was truly anxious to perform this promise, 
for the society of those of her own faith, 
from w Inch she had been long debarred, ap¬ 
peared as a glimpse of light to her beni^t- 
cd uiind. 

The story of this woman was indeed a 
melancholy one. She was sprung from a 
re!ip'‘ctablc family, who, falling into jwvcr- 
ty.gladly resigned her. at an early age, to the 
care ot the Lord Clittonhail. one of the Se¬ 
nates a of the College of Justice. With his 
children she was brought up more as a com¬ 
panion than a servant, and educated above 
the station in which she was destined to 
move. At the age of twenty, she nuur- 
ried a dependant of her master’s, who had 
attracted tJic notice of the Queen Regent, 
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by the stout resistance he made in aid of 
her party, during » tumult on St Giles’s 
day, when her Majesty, passing through the 
dty of Edinburgh, was insulted by the po¬ 
pulace. In recompense of which service, she 
had bestowed on him the place of one of 
the keepers of the Park, where, as before 
related, he had lived. It was here that Eu- 
phan had reared a femily of five children, 
four boys and a girl; her two second boys, 
one nine, and the other eleven years of age, 
had both perished together, by falling into 
a quarry, while struggling with each other 
on its brink. Her husband and her young¬ 
est son died of a malignant fever; and 
some years after this, to add to her bcavy 
misfiortuncs, her eldest son, who bad, in a 
great measure, supplied his father’s place, 
was banished beyond seas for repeatedly aid- 
it^ tire priests of bis religion in their escape 
ficom thdr persecutors. The miserable Eu- 
phan had now but one stay left her in the 
irorld,—her daughter, who strove to make up 
to her wretdied parent as much as was pos- 
10 
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sible the severe losses she had sustained ; 
and in some measure succeeded. Hut this 
consolation was also destined to be with¬ 
drawn. 'J'hc c.vtrcme beauty of the young 
Lillias drew on her the regards 6( a young 
man of rank, who had fn^jiicntly met her in 
her way to the city, where she occasionally 
went. Her situation in life did not admit 
of his making her his wife ; but she listen¬ 
ed to him till her heart and her happiness 
were the sacrifices, and nought remained to 
console her, but her unspotted innocence. 
It failetl, however, to support her under the 
disa]>pointed fervour of a first and ardent 
attachment; and pining in secret at her 
own imprudence, and the perfidy aC him 
who could win her heart but to break it, 
consumption preyed upon her vitala, and 
rile drooped from day to day, tiU she wast¬ 
ed away, and pcrisiied like some tend^ and 
late flower, whtcli, writherc'd by the aiiddiea 
brcatli of wintry winds, first Unea ita vivid 
hue, then hangs its head, and at length 

VOL. I. M 
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falls prostrate in the dust. It was now 
that Euphan’s despair was complete. And 
her naturally hardy constitution a*d strong 
mind, which prevented her from sinking 
entirely Under her misfortunes, exhausted 
their energies in wild misanthropy ; one ot 
the usual and bitter themes of which, was 
the decay of the Catholic faith, and the 
wickedness and perfidy of the refonned. 
For it was a Protestant who brought her 
Lillias to the grave, and Protestants who 
had banished her son to die in a foreign 
land. 

This bitter resentment against the Pro¬ 
testants prevented her having any inter¬ 
course with them which she could avoid ; 
and she had lived many years with no other 
companion than the old mastiff’, already 
nientioned, whom she regarded almost as 
a reasonable being. His fierce fidelity pro¬ 
tected her from all ijitruders, and he be¬ 
came the only creature on earth to which 
«he was attached. Kuphan was thus, in 
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the cour.sc ol a li w years, by her uiiliappy 
circuinstame<. and her own choice, cut of!’ 
from all^ntereourso with her kind. In tiiis 
state of eoiitirnied ajiathv, she coiiNidered 
life as a penance, from which she was not 
at lilM rty to release herself, le.st she slnmhl 
forfeit the hope of meeting those in a bet¬ 
ter world, whose loss had made this a wil¬ 
derness. Hnt tliongh slie eonsentetl to en¬ 
dure life, her tiirtuMraiiee had in it no touch 
of that unmurmuring resignation wliich be¬ 
stows peaee, where it cannot confer happi- 
uc.>s, and jumrs a softening halm into those 
wounds too ileep for it to heal. 

Ti)e Jesuit had repeated her story to the 
Ahl>ess as tolil him by Nieol. and it hatl 
inspired her with the deepest pity for the 
unfortunate iK-iug. who.se mind had been 
Har;)ed to its present mi.sauthropy, by such 
stern misfortune. She therefore benevo¬ 
lently ettdeavouretl to soften, in some mea¬ 
sure, the liatrcrl which the old woman felt of 
lifcandallitsconccnis. The argumentRwhii^ 
the Abbess used for thi.s purpose, weredrawtt 
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from that religion which had, through life, 
been her own support, and were enforced with 
such earnestness and kindness, fiiat they 
could not fail to produce a transient good ef¬ 
fect on the mind of her to whom they were 
addressed; for, although accustomed to the 
rigours of a monastic life, the Abbess was 
neither cold in her affections, nor severe in 
her manners. The stately reserve of her 
usual demeanour was more the result of the 
ceremonial of her exalted station, than of 
either the pride of birth, or the rigidness of 
bigotry; «ii€l she condescended, with the ut¬ 
most humility, to endiurc the morose mood 
of her aged companion ; and would remain 
for hours conversing with her at the side of 
her bed, Ull she caught some expression of 
langtiage, dr of countenance, which shewed 
that her endeavours had not been entirely 
in vain. 

One day, while thus employed, the Ab- 
bead veotiued to suggest that pride might 
lUTe bee& the cause of aggravating her suf- 
lltiiigab by ita not allowing her to humble 
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herself sufficiently before the chastening rod 
of Him, who only knows what measure of 
affliction* is necessary to bring us home to 
himself. 

Euphan seemed somewhat softened by 
this remark ; and the good mother went on 
to recoininend se\ ere penance, as the proper 
medicine for this disease of the soul; but 
no sooner did she pronounce this opinion, 
than Euphan vehemently intmupted her, 
while her features assumed a fearful wild¬ 
ness. 

“ Penance ! what speak ye of penance, 
holy lady ? ’ she sjiid; “ there remains 
nought for me that deserves the name. Can 
the chafed animal, whom the hunter’s dart 
hath pierced, feel the puny sting of the pis¬ 
mire ? I trow not!—as little can Euphan 
Macauley be sensible to all that penance 
can inflict.—Na, na,” she continued, “ my 
penances are what others deem their com- 
forts. What doth my food, but pndoag 
my days of misery ?—What doth my sleqr, 
but recall the images of those that are gooe^ 
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that I may the move lament them when I 
wake ? Or has the wliolc world another 
misery for her, whose darkened bdsom the 
blessed sun in his brightness seems but to 
mock ? Speak no more then of penance, but 
rather help me to curse tlic monsters who 
have bereaved me of my bonny daugliter, 
and mybuirdly son.—How long shall the he¬ 
retic triumph? How long shall they break in 
pieces thy people, O I^ord, and afflict thine 
heritage? How long shall they stay the 
widow and the stranger, and murder the 
father?—Let their posterity be cut and 
their names blotted out!—do thou bring 
down their heads with sorrow to the grave 
and let them be desolate, even as I am now!” 

As the old woman concluded these bitter 
{tetitions, she compressed her lips, and clench¬ 
ed her bands witli such savage earnestness, 
that the milder nature of the Abbess shrunk 
from beholding her; for she was by constitu¬ 
tion incapable of that cnicl zeal, which abet¬ 
ted the acts of mercilc.ss vengeance that 
ao often overtook in those days the iinfor- 
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tunatc heretic. And while she shuddered 
at what she <leenu'd the atrocious wicked¬ 
ness of tlfe refornuTs in casting olf the yoke 
of the l{iimi.sh (.'imrch, her wishes and sup¬ 
plications jMtinUtl to their conversion and 
final hapj)ii;r^s, and not to their purish- 
ment here, and destruction hereafter; for 
her early seclusion in an al)odc of peace and 
prayer, had refined the dross of her human 
passions, and left her scarce the power of 
comprehending their evil effects in others. 

Thi.s sceintHl clearly understood by Eu- 
phan, who, mi all occasions, stemed to pos¬ 
sess an intuitive knowledge of the senti¬ 
ments of others, and who now read in the 
face of the AWh'ss, the horror and reluctance 
with which she listened to her. 

“ Ah, holy la<ly !” said slie, “ you have 
been kcepit in the shade of the green tree, 
under the summer sky, and ken little of 
the rough blast and the scaithful lightning 
that have wrecked themselves on tbi* btie 
hcatl and withered heart 
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There was a bitterness of suffering, and 
an apparent justice in the reproach, that 
went to the heart of the Abbess. 

“ Thou sayest true, unfortunate woman,” 
said the Mother, while the unrcprcsscd tears 
flowed down her pale cheeks. “ God forbid 
that I should put my milder destiny in the 
balance with thine! and O! that it were in 
my power to alleviate thy sufferings!” 

“ It is in your power, holy lady,” said 
Kuphan, as she passed her hand under the 
head of the bed on which she lay, and pro¬ 
duced a small bag filled with gold pieces. 
" Promise that you wilt cause this to be 
expended in masses, for the souls of my hus¬ 
band and children, and for my own, when I 
shall have passed through the valley of death, 
and you Hrill render my burden lighter, and 
the way smoother whicli I have yet to tread." 

The Abbess took it, and promised faith¬ 
fully not only to fulfil her desire, but to add 
to it for the same pious purpose, as soon as 
■he had again reached her convent. 
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A smile passe<l over the features of Eu» 
phan, which had been long strangers to such 
an cxprrttsion, and she devoutly raised her 
eyes and liamls, and prayed for blessings 
on the A bbess. and that she might be grant* 
od her heart's desire in rescuing from the 
evils of this world the maiden for whom she 
was so solicitous. 

“ That gold which now UeaoB your laj^” 
said Kuphan, when she had finished her 
prayer, “ was the gift of the blessed mar¬ 
tyr, Mary of Scotland. She bestowed it 
upon me with her own hands ; and n<^ nil 
that I liave since suffert'd hath been able 
to banish from my memory her angel lo<dl, 
when walking one summer's evening up 
this valley, she sent for me to bring my 
bainis out, that she might see them, for 
she knew that her mother placed ny bun- 
band here for warding off a stone by hi* 
owm person, which was sacriiqpouriy aimed 
at her by a miscreant during a tosttult in 
the city. 1 went out, joyfully, ai you rmf 
think, with my two Ummies, one in eaeli 

V 2 
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hand, for I had then but two boys; slie 
praised their beauty, and taking the young¬ 
er, with his blue eyes and fair coihplexion, 
for a girl, she gave me that money, and bade 
me keep it for my daughter’s tocher. 1 
undeceived her Majesty, but vowed that I 
would lay it by, and if ever God blessed 
me with a lassie, it should be her portion ; 
and I have kept the gold, and lost my daugh¬ 
ter!—Hut,” she continued, after a short 
pause of unutterable agony, “ it will now, 
thanks to you, holy lady, become a better 
portion.” 

It was on the same night of this conver¬ 
sation that Grizzy burst-into the apartment 
of the Abbess in great affright, expressing 
her belief that the old woman was in a fit, 
or the agonies of death. The Mother rose 
immediately, and taking up the iron lamp 
which she burnt through the night, followed 
the girl to the bed-side of Euphan, whom 
die soon perceived to be asleep, but appa- 
nently haunted by some distressing vnsion, 
fbr she -writhed her body, and tossed her 
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anns aloft, while rage was marked upon her 
countenance, and the white foam gathering 
on her hps, was agitated by her breath as 
she muttered deep curses on the head oC 
some one, with whom she fancied herself 
struggling. 

“ There!’’ said she at length, “ there! 
down, down to thine own place!—I have 
conquered—I knew it—fiends cannot enter 
here—thou bast no power to break the 
hearts of angels!—And now thou art sunk 
for ever.—.fVnd I come,” she cried, starting 
up in the bctl, and throwing forward her 
body, and her outstretched arms, while the 
same smile again illumined her countenance, 
whicli had so tran.siently lighted it up in her 
late conversation with thciVbljess, butwhich 
was fearfully altered in its expression, as 
the rays of Uic lamp fell on the deadness of 
her open eyes straining on vacancy. 

“ Thou art here, my beloved dau|^ter,** 
•he continued; “ oh! press me yet again upon 
tby snowy bosom, and let me run my ftngai 
through these long bright lock^ as 1 wm: 
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wont. Thou smilest on thine old fond mo¬ 
ther ! and well thou mayest, for she is hap¬ 
py now; but thou knowest not what she 
hath endured since thou didst leave her.” 
And she pressed her hands upon her heart, 
from whence a long and labouring sob pro¬ 
ceeded. 

The Abbess perceiving that this suffo¬ 
cating sensation was about to awake her, 
turned the light from her face, and motion¬ 
ing Grizzy to follow her, quitted the apart¬ 
ment on tiptoe, deeply affected by the scene 
she had witnessed, but which she justly 
traced to the conversation which had so re¬ 
cently passed between them. 

The Abbess was not a little surprired, 
on entering Euphan’s room the next morn¬ 
ing, to find her dressed, by the assistance 
of Grimy, and sitting in an armed chair by 
the fire. The tones of her voice were some¬ 
what softened, and she remarked, that some¬ 
thing of ba usual a^rity was abated to- 
tsaid the willing but awkward Grizzy, as 
ibe a4p*i^ the bandages on her ankle. 
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which was fast plaining strength, though still 
at times cxccctlingly painful She, how¬ 
ever, appeared at ail times to endure bodily 
pain with the uneomplaining constancy of 
an Indian ; and it was only by the appear¬ 
ance of lier limb, and licr inability to move 
it, that those around her had been able to 
judge of the extent of the injury it bad fui- 
tained. 

This change for the better in old Htuphan 
arose entirely from the promise the Abbess 
had made as to the dispmal of the money 
intrusted to her. The sn|)er8titioU8 belief 
of lH;ing able, by our prayers for the dead, 
to better their eternal condition, is one, we 
may suppose, calailated to take the strongest 
hold on the human mind, and to bestow on 
it a consolation, the greatest of which it is 
capable, under the affliction of ladmg thoM 
who have been dear to us. The Abbess her¬ 
self had lately cx])encnccd this oonsolatioil, 
decked in all its most splendid illofiOBt, wImd 
the solemn rites of her religion wereperfonn- 
ed on the death of I.,ady Agnes’s mother, M 
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the monastery over which she presided; and 
•he felt a pious satisfaction in being the me¬ 
dium through which the desolate -heart of 
this poor woman was to receive such comfort, 
as she had herself then experiencah 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


I do nppoK my jMiinu i' i» hit (urjr j tad im tra’4 
To IiUfftT wnit B «juirino»« of xpirit. 

Tb« vi'ry tyriouiy utvl regr of hid. 

ShaUHRAM. 


It was the month of May before the 
long cxpi'ctcd coinpiiny of English come¬ 
dians landed at Leith, lint no soonor was 
their arrival made known, tlian, by s gene¬ 
ral session of the city, it was declared iii£i> 
inous to resort to the theatre. And the mini- 
iters sent a deputation to remonstrate with 
his Majesty on what they termed an out¬ 
rage about to be committed on the cbnrdi. 
This mission was hcailwl by Ilobmt Knee, 
that conscientious and virtuous man, who 
was afterwards devoted by James to beoome 
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an exile from his country, because he re¬ 
fused to pronounce, from the chair of truth, 
what he believed to be falsehood; thus pre¬ 
ferring banishment to the loss of integrity. 

He was followed into the presence of the 
King,—who, on this occasion, thought pro¬ 
per to receive them privately,—by four other 
clergymen, who formed a sort of procession, 
walking after their leader, according to their 
standing in the ministry. 

When they advancetl up the apartment, 
there was a solemnity in their gait and gar¬ 
ments, which might well have suited a fu¬ 
neral train; and as they approached his Ma¬ 
jesty, his full-orbed eyes were bent upon 
them in sullen displeasure: be returned their 
stiff, but low and respectful obeisance, with 
a d%ht and haughty bend of the neck; 
and was himself the first to speak. 

“ It maun needs be a dutiful address, 
and acceptable to hU Sovereign withal,” said 
James, ** whilk Maister liobert Bruce is 
made the vehicle 6' conveying to the ears 
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o' his King and rightfu’ Prince. Speak on 
then, tliat we may leant its pur|)orL” 

'rile nftnistcTs ranged themselves on each 
side of their KjHikesinan, who thus address¬ 
ed the King, while his frank and open, 
tliough firm and manly countenance, form¬ 
ed a complete contra.st to those of the other 
ministers of the church, who cbanml to be 
joiiuxl in commission with him, and whose 
feature.s were formal, rigid, aod gloomy. 

“ May it please your Majesty^—the mini- 
steis of the reformerd establubed kirk of 
this realm have heard, with grief and hu¬ 
miliation, that it hath lietm the pleasure of 
your Majesty to allow of the introduction 
within it of certain profam; and idle per¬ 
sons from England, styled comedians, whose 
licentious rcpri>scntation9 manifestly tend to 
the subversion of good order, and Uiose strict 
principles of purity so necessary to its |He- 
servation. They therefore humbly erare of 
your Majesty, that you will be plased to 
take into consideration the scandal dime to 
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religion in entertaining these profligate per¬ 
sons, and allowing them to exhibit their vain 
and unprofitable plays ; and that‘you will 
dismiss them forthwith from the kingdom ; 
whereby your Majesty will prove your care of 
the immortal interests of your subjects, in 
not rendering them liable to such evil temj)- 
tation. And, further, relieve the ministers 
of the Holy Evangel, from the grievous ne¬ 
cessity of labouring to countervail your Ma¬ 
jesty’s influence in this matter, which they 
dutifully seek to avoid;—but which, fearing 
God and his commandments, they must ne- 
verthdess be under the necessity of doing, 
in compliance with his decrees, should your 
Majesty not be inclined to hearken to their 
vmees, and-” 

Here the King, who had witli much dif¬ 
ficulty contained himself, interrupted him, 
and made his displeasure ample amends for 
the curb to which he had thus long subject¬ 
ed it, by bursting forth into a torrent of in- 
vaetiTe; fiu the countenance and language 
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of James, despite the dissimulation and 
kinp-craft on which he so much valued him¬ 
self, seldom failixl to Ijctray him when hit 
passions were violently agitated. 

“ Never King, we helievc,” said he, while 
his whole frame shook with passion, and his 
face hecame like a flaTm* of fire—“ Never 
King, we lalieve, did sac lang and patient¬ 
ly hruik sic usage frae contumacious mi¬ 
nisters, wliac liavi' aye played the part o' 
incendiaries atwee-n us and our people. But 
let them no forget, .stiff-neckit as they arc, 
that we can punish them. And by ——, 
Bruce," said he, rising from his chair, and 
furiously stamping with liis foot, “ if they do 
not instantcr rescind the cursed act, whilk 
we understand tliey hae pa.sscd anent tbae 
players, they had Ik- tier begin a tiineoQB 
fiight toward the Border; for de’il broU me 
eternally, if they shall find me sladk in con¬ 
vincing them that we understand our righta. 
What 1 do ye fancy ye have a power,—God 
save the mark !—ower Kings ia onUne ad 
rjMriiualia V' 
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Every gesture of Bruce’s body, and tone 
of his voice, while delivering the address, 
or rather remonstrance, to the Ring, had 
been forcibly marked with the zeal and au- 
tlmrity of a Christian minister, but it was 
also admirably mingled with the humility 
and respectful deference of a subject. 

The King had, however, no sooner paused 
for an instant, than Bruce, not choosing to 
remain longer to hear his brethren abused, 
or himself insulted by James’s profanity, 
bowed with an air of offended dignity, and 
slowly withdrew, followed again by the four 
clergymen who had attended him to the pre* 
seuoe, and who had been casting looks of 
borrm and reproach upon the King, while 
he gave vent to his anger. 

** What,’’ said the King, as soon as they 
disappeared, turning to Bathsay, who was 
the cmly person present, “ have we escaped 
the meddling prerogative o’ the Pope, to be 
priest-ridden in this fashion ? Na! by my 
aaul ; riie players shall gang on though a’ 
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the ministers i’ the kingdom should join i’ 
the cry again’ them.” 

“ 'rhe*reception your Majesty gave these 
holy men just now, will, I doubt not,” said 
liathsay, “ set the matter at r<»t; for it is not 
to be thought that the citizens have so soon 
forgotten the removal of your Majesty’s per¬ 
son and court from their city, when they 
last rebell<;d against your sovereign plea¬ 
sure. Meantime, it is unquestionably the 
duty of all your Majesty’s servants, to coun¬ 
tenance, to the extent of their power, the 
diversion against which they have so inde¬ 
corously set their faces." 

“ Would that a’ my nobles and gentle¬ 
men possessed thy spirit, gude Rathny,” 
said the King, to support their SoveR^ 
Prince in bis unalienable rights. Ifot some 
there be,—we speak it wi' sorrow,*>-vrlui, 
like Cowrie, stain their rank wi’ lie an- 
prodtable itching after popularity, that ye 
shall scarce find them doing but wi’ 

the view o’ being capped and lamed by ^ 
multitude.” 
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Ratbsay, after this convcrsatioii with the 
Kii)g, did all in his power to encourage the 
theatrical representations, by distributing 
money to the lower class of tlie people, with 
the purpose of enticing them to attend the 
play-house. But though his example was 
followed in this by many of the court, the 
theatre continued to be s])ariugly attended; 
and that only by the very scum of the me¬ 
tropolis. i'or although the act was imme¬ 
diately repealed which had forbidden the 
people to resort to this amusement, (the 
magistrates and citizens not chusing to pro¬ 
voke the renewal of those harsh measures 
which the King had resorted to in their last 
quarrel,) yet as the puljjits continued to re¬ 
sound with anathemas against all who should 
so far set at defiance the advice of their 
mioisten, as to be seen in the house of 
Baal, they were hearkened to in fear and 
trembling; and if any of a family ventured 
to cross the forbidden threshold, they were 
ao railed upon by its other members, and 
rebuked by their ministers, when they came 
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to the knowledge of it, (which they seldom 
failed to do, through the tenderness of con¬ 
science'. or otlleioiisness of their neighbours,) 
that thev r.trely ventnrtHl to transgress in 
the s.-niie way again. 

To .lames this was very provoking, and 
even more so to his eon.sort, who not of¬ 
ten entertaining the same views and feel¬ 
ings with him, vet never failed to do so 
most eiiergi tieally, wlien they tended to the 
mortifiealion or humiliation of the reform¬ 
ed clergy, against whom she cherished no 
small resentment for the go<Uy admonitions 
they had from time to time Wstowed upon 
her, and the reprixtfs they had administer¬ 
ed against her iinino<leratc love of such 
amusements as thev consideritl sinful, vain, 
and idle. Among these stood foremost in 
the black catalogue <if delinqucmaci^ her 
passion for dancing and mastjucrades- Vain¬ 
ly, however, had they striven .igaiost thm 
inventions of Satan—for, as old Hm’ootduiw 
truly said, “ they got little satis&ctiioo at 
Ik-r hands.” She, liowevcr, never forgave 
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them for seeking to abridge her privilege 
of exhibiting herself in all those accomplish¬ 
ments and pointe of view which* rendered 
her beauty and graces most conspicuous— 
gifts which she was so passionately fond of 
displaying, and which her inordinate vanity 
made her believe were scarcely equalled in 
any other woman. She was, moreover, of a 
bold and courageous nature, wliich never 
shrunk from contest with the fiercest spirits 
of the age, when they sought to cross her 
humour, and seldom failed, by authority 
or intrigue, to make them bow before her. 
The empty theatre was, therefore, a conti¬ 
nual source of vexation and discontent to 
Anne, who, could she have but once seen 
it iUed in defiance of the ministers, would 
have been somewhat mollified. She deter- 
nnned, however, to make an effort which 
she hoped might for once foil the clergy. 
She knew that the populace had been inor¬ 
dinately fond of what they termed Robin- 
hood Fbya —that is, plays performed in a 
certain which had been set apart in 
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the neighbourhood of all Scottish towns, 
for their exhibition. These performances, 
in which the inhabitants of tlic re.spectivc 
towns were the actors, had liecome so nc- 
ces-sary to tlieir liabits, anti had produced 
sucli disorders, that since the (Queen’s ar¬ 
rival in Scotland there li.ad been ci»ni[)laints 
against them in the (Icncral Assembly; 
and a few years previous to that period, 
au endeavour to»supprcs8 this diversion 
had so exasperated tlie multitude, that they 
seized the city gates, forced the tolliooth, 
liberated the prisoners, and turned the me- 
trojwli^ into a scene t)f anarchy and con¬ 
fusion. Calculating, therefore, on the na¬ 
tural taste of the pcojilc, and arguing from 
tlieir strong prejudices in favour of aucli 
recreations, Anne deterinineil to hare a 
play exhibited in the I’ark, to which die 
liop«l to draw all the popuIatiMi of the 
city before there should Ire time f(«r the 
ministers to harangue tlieir congregations 
against it. For this purpose, the Queen 
took her measures privately for its intended 

V(IL. I. N 
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performance, and communicated her scheme 
to James, whose displeasure against the mi¬ 
nisters made him enter warmly into it; the 
more especially, as the preparations for a 
spectacle she determined to render as im¬ 
posing as possible, were to be carried on se¬ 
cretly ; for mystery, even in the most tri¬ 
fling matters, ever had a pecidiar charm for 
him. 

Having committed tlie arrangements to 
the care of llathEay, who was to act by the 
Queen’s directions, he informed him of the 
defeat prepared for the clergy, witli all the 
waggish exultation disjilayed by a school¬ 
boy, when he communicates some plan of 
premeditated mischief to his companions. 

This was an employment c.xactly suited 
to the present humour of llathsay, who, 
coupling, ever since the affair at Montrose, 
the interests and feelings of the Earl of 
Gowrie with those of the clergv-, sought to 
mortify him as well as them. He was the 
more confirmed in the idea of Gowtic’s ta- 
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Kin^f part with the ministers in this matter 
of the plaveif-, tVinn the Earl’s having, as he 
tliought.* pnrposely seized the opportunity 
of absenting liinisclf from Edinburgh, by 
paying a \ isil to his mother while the thea¬ 
trical representations were going on. In 
this, however, he judged erroneously; for the 
J'iarl having only sjrent a few hours with 
his mother in his way from England, at his 
scat of JJirlton, in I'htst-Loiliian, where she 
rcsidt'd, had intended, for a length of time, 
to make her a longer visit, although he had 
hitherto been prevented from doing so by 
business, and his attendance at court, which, 
as we have seen, was rendered so unremit¬ 
ting by the influence of I^ady Agnes. This 
influence he had, however, as he promised 
the Master of lluthvcn, began to combat 
with all the strength of a jwwcrful mind; 
and being no longer, since the decided as¬ 
sertion of his independence at Montrose, 
received at Hol)T:ood with the saaae cor¬ 
diality, he had not a shadow of reason re¬ 
maining by which he could excuse hit con- 
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stant attendance there; for even his wish of 
being a check on the conduct of the Queen, 
had been so defeated by the pains'she took 
to provoke him, by compelling the attend¬ 
ance of his brother, and creating, as it v^ere, 
necessary occasions of conversation and com¬ 
pliment between herself and him, that per¬ 
ceiving her intention, and imagining his 
absence might have a favourable eifect in 
putting a stop to this species of bravado, 
which he clearly perceived was levelled at 
himself, he resolved again to try the effect 
of absence on the passion which he was sen¬ 
sible had acquired so dangerous an ascend¬ 
ancy over him. 

But Bathsay, judging of the Earl by 
himself^ never dreamed that, actuated by 
jninciple alone, be was capable of thus 
strenimusly opposing his passion for Agnes, 
and thereferc concluded that he could only 
have relinquished her society, that be might 
be saved the alternative of injuring his po- 
pnlarity with the dergy, by attending the 
theatre, oat increasing the King’s displ^i- 
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sure, by absenting himself from it. Of the 
hiarl’s attachment to Lady Agnes he was 
daily more and more convinced, as well as 
that it was in a great measure encouraged 
by her ;—for, goaded on by jealousy, and a 
determination to know his fate, he had ta¬ 
ken advantage of the former short absence 
of Ginvrie from the palace to press on his 
oun suit with Lady jVgnes, and after all 
gentler methods of dismissing him failed, 
h.ad been rejected most pointedly and de¬ 
cidedly, if not, as he thought, somewhat 
haughtily. 'J'iiis refusal was even more 
wciundiiig to his pride than his love, and 
his resentful spirit boiled over in acts of as¬ 
perity to all around hiin. The only relief, 
therefore, that his heart knew at this period, 
was in conducting the Queen’s plan with 
regard to the players, or in listening to the 
King, whose humour, since his bong out¬ 
voted in the General Assembly, and the 
opposition made to the player^ was quite 
as discontented and petulant as ids Own> 
X 2 
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for it was su^ested to him by Rathsay, 
uid the other enemies of the Earl, that 
the powerful support which Gorvrie had of¬ 
fered to the members of the Kirk at Mon¬ 
trose was considered by the parties, both for 
and against the question then agitated, as 
but the dawning of that vast influence, 
which his increasing popularity promised 
to render in time unbounded. To this 
James gave full credit, from his own obser¬ 
vation of the spontaneous homage paid to 
the Earl by tlie multitude, which, even 
when he was present, displayed itself in 
murmurs of applause, or in shouts of tri- 
lunph, whenever he appeared, frequently 
accompanied by the cries of—“ Down with 
the Bishops!—long live the Earl of Cowrie, 
the sufqKutcr of the good cause!” The 
Earl’s popularity was also much strength¬ 
ened by his personal appearance, which pre¬ 
sented to &eir sight all that was calculated 
to strike tludr imagination—manly beauty, 
grace, dignity, and condescension, surround- 
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cd by that appropriate magnificence, and 
noble li!)frality, which bis princely posses¬ 
sions g.-u'c him the nreans of rendering so 
imposing. 

All this was gall and wormwood to 
Jamc.s, wlio constantly lamented his own 
folly in having restored to him the estates 
of his father, since such liberality, and the 
other acts of kindness shewn to his family, 
had failed of conforming him to all his 
wishes; for, though he well knew his pri¬ 
vate opinions in church government not to 
bo in uni.son with hi.s own, yet he had con¬ 
tinued to flatter himself that the great be¬ 
nefits he had conferred on him and his fa¬ 
mily could not fail to bind him to his in¬ 
terest, in such measure as would at least 
prevent his openly espousing the cause of 
his adversaries, and that in time he might 
completely attach liim to bimsdlfl The 
King’s eyes were now, however, opened, 
and, no longer able to deceive htnmelf with 
the hope of the Karl’s becomi^ his tool* 
disgust and aversion were qtndUy socoeed- 
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i«g to the favourable impression which the 
mildness of Cowrie’s maimers, and his stri¬ 
king appearance, had at first made upon 
him. llathsay had so frequently spoken 
to the disparagement of Cowrie, that the 
King, though unacquainted with the mo¬ 
tives of his dislike, had not failed to no¬ 
tice its existence. It was to llathsay, there¬ 
fore, that James spoke openly of his dis¬ 
like of the Earl, concealing it from others 
with his accustomed dissimulation ; for if 
some change in the frankness of his man¬ 
ner had been visible to the brothers, it was 
not yet evident enough to attract the at¬ 
tention of spectators. 

Govme had, however, thwarted both his 
Majesty and llathsay in their leading pas¬ 
sion, and the pride of each had equally suf¬ 
fered. Their dislike of him was therefore 
become an abiding principle, which %va8 yet 
to shew itsdf in its effects, when time and 
opportunity should serve. Meanwhile, the 
JCing did not neglect to pry into the cause 
that rendered his page’s sentiments of the 
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Earl so congenial to his own, and soon 
learned all the particulars of his disappoint¬ 
ed passion from his favourite, whom he 
assured of Ids support and assistance, and, 
in evidence of his sincerity, wrote a letter 
with his own hand to Lead Somerdale, the 
uncle of Lady Agnes, expressive of his 
approbation of a union between her and 
Rathsay, and his earnest desire that he 
should lay his commands on his niece to re¬ 
ceive him as her destined husband, and to 
prepare for her marriage imiaediately. Bttt 
till an answer to this letter should arrive, 
it was determined between the King and 
Rathsay, that his Majesty should not inter¬ 
fere in his favour with Lady Agnes. 

Meanwhile, llathsay’i hatred of Gowlie 
did not confine itself to him, but often 
broke out iu his. behaviour to Ruthven, 
whom he watched with the utmost assidui¬ 
ty, putting at all times the wont constntc* 
tion on the Queen's levity of conduct to¬ 
wards him ; nor did he scrujde at times to 
suggest to his Royal Master iuch sm^ 
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portions of these observations as might 
serve to set what he called the arrogance of 
Ruthven, and the undeserved favour which 
the Queen shewed him, in a conspicuous 
view, and to make the King himself a more 
strict observer of many small incidents 
which would otherwise have escaped him 
for the jealousy of James was rather that 
of place and power, than of affection. That 
his marriage with Anne had been, like that 
of most other princes, the effect of expe¬ 
diency, unblessed by that freedom of choice 
and warmth of affection, which can alone 
confer happiness on the connubial state, 
whether of the king or the peasant, is 
vouched by the curious memorial he thought 
proper to leave his people when he em¬ 
barked on his matrimonial expedition to 
Denmark. The uneasiness of James, there¬ 
fore, proceeded more from his pride of pre¬ 
rogative b^g wounded, of which darling 
attribute^ evmi in all its minor branches, be 
•nia ever the watchful guardian, than from 
tihe agony tiiat attacks the heart of him 
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who approlicnds tlic alienation of a beloved 
wife’s affection; for to this he was abun« 
(hintly iiwlificrcnt. 

Ilathsay w as thus ever like the demon- 
toad of Milton, infusing evil through his 
master’s ear, and, as we have said, making 
him become liimsclf an observer of the 
Queen and llutlnen, whose conduct gave 
but too great colour to his insinuations ;— 
for the Queen. pi(jucd by the interference 
of Cowrie, had become, as we before hinted, 
like .all imprudent and headstrong people, 
determined to make the c.ause of offence 
more glaring, that she tnight shew the more 
her defiance of counsel. 

The departure of Ciovvric, how'ever, did, 
as he had calculated, in some measure check 
thi'^ bravado of the Queen’s; but the poi¬ 
son was .already infused into the King’s 
mind, which w.as doomctl to work min and 
woe; and liis Majesty putting the same 
construction on the Earl’s absents from 
Edinburgh that Uathsay had done, his 
.anger was still more inflamed against Mm, 
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-—for ncitlier was he capable of assigiini^ 
the true motive which liad caused the re- 
iiaoval of the Earl. 

Gowric had been, for some time befon 
his de])arture, extremely anxious to learn 
if I^ady Agues still adhered to her deter- 
minatiou of retiring to a convent; but slie 
so much dreaded the etl'ect of his clofjuence 
on the subject of her faitli, tliat she had 
most assiduously shunned all private con¬ 
versation with him. lie could not, how¬ 
ever, bi'ar this Kusjicnse, for he still tlattei- 
cd himself, from the candid attention .she 
had given them, tliat his arguments might 
possibly have weighed witli her, in what 
was to him a matter of such momentous 
consideration ;—if he could only keep her 
out of a convent, there was', he tboiiglit. at 
least a possibilitv of her one day becoming 
a convert to his own religion. On that 
hope, however improbable, did bis w hole ex¬ 
istence seem to hang. ^Vhen abunt to quit 
Edinbnrgli, he n collected a hundred arg-u- 
ments which he thought he had negketed 
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to urf'o, or had not enforced so strongly 4s 
lie nii”!it have done. He therefore 
great jiart of the niglit previous to 1 ) 1 % 
partiire, in eoinnnttingjto paper, for her con. 
sideration, all that most forcibly struck him 
on the .subject, ajiologijang st the same time 
for Using the ])rivilc‘ge of friendship which 
she had allowe d him. 'fhls address breathed 
the deep and jiowerful eloquence of trutl), 
and of energetic vsislies that it might be 
the means of jin vonting licr from taking 
the (Urisi\e sti ji he so much deprecated. 

'flic J-'airl cnclo.scd this pajicr in a letter 
to his hrothcr, mentioning its purport, and 
begging him to take a private opportunity 
of giving it to a\gnes ; he then intru.sted it 
to I.anrcnce, to deliver it into the hands of 
theMa.''terofRntliven. I.aurencehad,how¬ 
ever, caught a glimpse of the direction to the 
Laily Agnes as he Imsied himself in layiug 
out the Karl s riding suit for the journey of 
the following dav .and tlieiiextmomingwent 
to inform tlie .K '-nit of tlii.s discovery, and 
shew jiim tlie packet. 11 may be conjectured 



ST .TOHXSTOirX. 


;i02 

tliiil lie lowlioin lie surrendered it did not al¬ 
low so i’avoundile an opportunity to escape 
him of learning the secrets of ^\gnes and 
(.iowrie. lie ojiened and read lioth letters, 
and, carefully closing them again, returned 
them to his confidant, who then delivered 
them to the blaster. 

It was with great surjiriso Lady Agnes 
vecehed the letter addressed to her from 
the hands of Ruthven ; but when she had 
read it, all the doubts ereated by her former 
eonversation with Clowric, returned more 
forciblv than ever on her mind, and she 
thought, that if she remained at liberty, 
there was still hojte; for though her fears 
told her, that, according to human calcula¬ 
tion. it was absurd to expect that ho shoidd 
ever embrace her faith, yet did she rciiresent 
to herself that nothing was impossible with 
Cloil;—“ and surely,” said she, “ never was 
a soul more wortliy of a divine interposition, 
—and oh ! what happiness it then would be 
to join my destiny with his!’ 

This was the first time she had breathed 
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SO distinct a wish, and she shrunk from 
the decided form her ideas had taken; for 
slie wa'- conscious it was an evil omen of 
the situation of lier heart, when it could 
so audihlv express its feelings on the most 
distant and iiiijirohahle hopes. Yet to her 
young and ardiait mind, the lesson of ha- 
nishing all its delightful visions of fancy 
was hard, if not impossible; and all she 
could jiromise herself was, that she would 
guard her sentiments nith the most scru¬ 
pulous care, not only from the Karl him- 
sch, but fron^^!^- human being, and that, 
seeking aid from .above, she would endea¬ 
vour to tind the right j)atli, ami to follow it, 
whatever it might cost her. Tims did the 
innocent Agnes pray and re.solve, in the 
singleness of her heart :—she was soon, 
however, to be put to the trial. 

It was the custom of her .Majesty to go 
out freapiently on horseback, attended by 
the ladies of her court; and it wa.s when 
I,ady Agnes w.'ls one day attending the 
Qneen in one of these expeditions, that, in 
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passing on her palfrey through the outer- 
gate of Holyrood, a venerable old man seized 
her bridle with one hand, so as to stop the 
progress of her horse for an instant, while 
he extended toward her with the other a 
blue bonnet that left his bald head and sil¬ 
ver hairs exposed to the action of the air, 
while, fixing on her face his mild yet jwne- 
trating eyes, he sued for alms. Agnes, 
immeiliately recognizing her mother’s con¬ 
fessor in the mendicant, stopped her pal¬ 
frey, and seeing a small piece of paper in 
the crown of the bonnet, cpiicJ^ly understood 
the purport of the application for money, 
and drawing out her purse, deposited a 
piece of coin in lieu of the paper, which she 
crushed within her hand, and returned \vith 
her purse to her pocket, and, bending her 
head with a look of reverence to the old 
man, passed on, wondering what this might 
portend, but not daring to satisfy her cu¬ 
riosity by examining it till her return, 
when she read these words:— 
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“ If he who delivers this has in aught 
deserved tlie confidence of her to whom it 
is addressed, let her, at the hour of ten to¬ 
morrow night, join the faithful guide who 
w ill aw ait licr at the foot of the stairs lead¬ 
ing from the north gaBery through the un¬ 
der passage to the outward court, and who, 
after pronouncing her tt^e, will conduct 
her a short distance from the palace to the 
bearer of this, who has matter of much im¬ 
portance to communicate, and who conjures 
her, by the memory of her mother, to fear 
nothing, anem^^isappoint him not.” 

Thus a^ljured, by one whose sacred cha¬ 
racter she was bound to venerate, and the 
early recollections of whom were so strong¬ 
ly connected with the memory of her la¬ 
mented mother, she hesitated not a moment 
in determining, at all hazards, to comply 
with the injunction, and waited impatiently 
for the time that was to conduct her to his 
presence. 

The night fixed on for this interview was 
one dedicated by the IQueen to the repre- 
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sentation of one of those masques in which 
she so greatly delighted, which was to be 
performed in the great hall of the palace by 
the English players^ after the model of one 
vmttcn for the ammemcnt of Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth’s court. This circumstance had been 
seized on as par^cula/ly propitious to the 
absence of Agnes, giving her an opportunity 
of retiring to her own apartment when she 
might be supposed weary of the representa¬ 
tion, and which, on the so much wished for 
night, she accordingly accomplished, with¬ 
out attracting the particwioiiJ'iotice of any 
one, save Lady Beatrix and -iLtUisay, who 
knew she was no particular admirer of the 
amusement, which so forcibly attracted 
every other person present. 


END OF VOtrME FISST. 


EsiirtcaaH: 

Priated by J«bm BtlUotviic ftod t'o. 







